= PAGES OF . 
I | NEW ART & 
| SECRETS 


FACESDESInY 
(ORLD.LOM 
eet "coven fora 
|| | Mi 
| : 
NOT RECOMMENDED FoR rut A AGES © = 


or 66 9S 


SIGM_OCAPOCALYPSE | 
en oe 


Lf eS 


“ : rs 
ae 
Sui Bare sorcayy jo AisdaRere Hrewapen iy 


SEZ 18 
em 


Ye ke b 
pa 


The Hammer’ 
Devin Grayson ¢ Trent Kaniuga — 


' The Punisher 
earth Ennis © Steve Dillon 


ae evil:eYellow. 


esr Loeb @ Tim Sale i 
MARVE! 
www.marvel.com 

SB 


DF = PlayStation.c 


= 


a 
os 
=o 
a 
je 
oF 
a= 


If finding the latest comic, graphic novel, action figure, statue, t-shirt or dvd is 
like searching for sunken treasure check out www.npo.com! Whether you're 
into Tomb Raider or Buffy, Spider-Man or Superman, we've got one of the best 
selections on this planet...or the next! 


www.nipo.com 
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VILLAGE 


PEOPLE 
AUDITIONS, 
PAGE 58, 
Bi 


30 FIRST LOOK: 


WildStorm’'s rookie sword-slinger has a problem—he's a ninja who 
just won't kill. By Mike Cotton 


Marvel's original Ghost Rider, the motorcycle-riding Spirit of 
Vengeance, hits the open road once again, And Wizarp rides shot 
gun for a seven-page preview. By Andy Serwin 


STOP THE PRESSES! 


The New York Daily Bugle comes alive in Hollywood as WizarD 
snares the first-ever set visit to the “Spider-Man” movie. 
By Mike Cotton 


RISING STARS 


Top Cow looks to its protégé program to discover the next 
Michael Turner. By Mike Cotton 


INFINITE POSSIBILITIES 


With Star Wars: Infinities, Dark Horse takes the familiar Lucas 
mythology and asks the question: “What if...?” By Casey Seijas 


RE-CREATING CHAOS! 


Can Brian Pulido’s plan for remaking Chaos! please the most rabid 
comic fans on the face of the planet? By Christopher Lawrence 


THE “NEW” MUTANTS 


A Wolverine/Jean Grey relationship? Humanity's days 
are numbered? Professor X comes outta the closet? 
‘Wizazp pulls back the curtain on Marvel's stylin’ designs 
for the X-Men books. By Christopher Lawrence 


The Wolverine cover (lf) was expertly rendered by Frank Quitely 
and colored by Liquid! Graphics. Fora glimpse atthe new look 
af Wolve and the rest of the X-Men, claw your way to page 58, 
The dynamic Ghost Rider cover was drawn by Trent Kaniuga 
and Danny Miki, and colored by Dan Kemp. For an exclusive sneak 
preview ofthe frst seven pages ofthe new ongoing series, motor 
on over to page 34, 
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Be the first on your block to 
| own one of these riveting 
i official movie posters, which 
fl are so cool they're suitable 
for framing! Turn to page 119 
to order yours today! TE 
check out page &! 
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Dragon's 
Realm 


A sensational world-premier by Julie Bell 


Handcrafted of sculptured pewter. 
Embellished with accents of sterling silver 
and 24 karat gold. A vibrant stone centerpiece. 


And a gleaming blade of stainless steel. 

Impressive knife 
shown smaller 
than approximate 
actual size of 15" 
(38.10 cm) long, 
blade tip to pommel. 
Display 197" 
(49.53 cm) tall x 9/5" 
24.13 om) wide. 


rora borealis as 
is centerpiece. And 


Mistre: 
Realm for 
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If, for any 
pletely sa 
simply return it to us within 30 d 
for replacement, credit or refund. 


one Collections 
as) One Tower Road, Media, PA 19063-5711 


Please enter my order for Julie Bell's Mistress of the im 
Art Knife. 1 need SEND NO MONEY NOW, I will be billed in 5 equal monthly 


installments of $39.* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
Limit: one knife per collector 


\ The guard 
\ features a stone 
of aurora borealis 

accented in 

4 karat gold as 

its centerpiece. 


KNIGHTSTONE COLLECTIONS 


TRE us 
‘SPIDER-MAN’ MANIA 


he onslaught of “Spider-Man” movie cov- 
"Tos: begins, RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW 
with THIS ISH! 

With our exclusive visit to the film’s Daily 
Bugle set (page 42), we begin a 12-month count- 
down to the May 2002 release of “Spider-Man,” 
and this is just the beginning. 

Much as we did with our award-winning 
“X-Men” coverage, Wizarn’s leading the charge 
in covering every nook and cranny of one of the most anticipated film 
events of 2002. In upcoming months, we'll have: More set visits! Q&As 
with stars Tobey Maguire, Kirsten Dunst, Willem Dafoe and director 
Sam Raimi! Giant photo displays! “Spider-Man” covers! 

Plus, this ish is still chock full o’ the regular comic book goodness! 
First up, we've got an eight-page preview of the new Ghost Ridertitle from 
Marvel Comics. Pop a wheelie and head over to page 34. On page 58, 
we've got a huge X-Men redesign feature, spotlighting all the changes 
coming up in X-Men and Uncanny X-Men. Besides that, we take a closer 
look at a ton of new movie properties being developed at Chaos! Comics 
on page 54. 

So stick around—we've got an enormous web of coverage of “Spider- 
Man” coming up for ya. Get it? “Web.” “Spider-Man.” Ha, ha, ha, ha! 
Man, I’m clever! 


Sincerely, 


Gareb S. Shamus 


WEB WATCH 


May events on WizardWorld.com 


IS THAT. 
YJ ZARTAN'S: 
TOOTHBRUSHP, 
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DEATH OF SPIDER-MAN. . . 
TIME WARNER OWNS YOU... 
AND DRESS LIKE A FREAK! 


The fallout from Wizarp #112's all-comic-creator “Magic W¢ 
continues. Just take a look at what Tom O'Rourke has to say about 
Savage Dragon writer/artist Erik Larsen... 


Dear Wizarp, 

I have some thoughts regarding Erik Larsen’s Wizaro #1112 letter, where he 
stated he was against killing off characters in long-standing comics. | couldn't 
disagree more. 

I've been reading comics for 24 years, so | think I've seen it all. | think that 


BE USED AS 


deaths in comics are not only acceptable, but necessary to show development. 
Most of my favorite superhero storylines—The Dark Phoenix Saga,” “The 
Elekcera Saga,” Batman: The Dark Knight Returns—involve death or major char- 
acter change 

And | really don't understand the gripe with Mysterio's death in Kevin 
Smith's Daredevil run. Is Mysterio really THAT important a character that the 
Marvel Universe couldn't afford to lose him in the interest of a (my opinion here) 
fantastic storyline? How long do we need to read storylines that are Stan 
LeelJack Kirby rehash? How long will Spider-Man be a perpetual 20-year-old? 
I don’t see the deaths of superhero characters to be “removing toys from 
the sandbox.” How are these characters supposed to remain vital if they never 
age, never change, and never die? 


Bees, inate Tom OR 


COMING BACK tomobass 
FROM THE DEAD. @aol.com 


ARE T 10 


LETTERS 


oe 


LIKE ANYBODY Admittedly, Ichopped this letter down by about, oh, 75% or so for 
CN Alera ed space reasons. Erik Larsen’s response is similarly trimmed. But 

HEXL SOCIAL for the whole meal deal, you can check out http://news.wizard- 
world.com/Wizard/Larsen.asp at the WizardWorld.com Website 
and read the whole thing. Go ape-crazy. 

Inthe meantime, Erik, you have the floor: 

“{ could write the most touching ‘Death 
of Spider-Man’ you'd ever read—you'd be 
crying your eyes out and I’d get a stack of 
awards for my brilliant yarn. But you know 
what? It would be completely insane to tell 
that story. 

“Yes, frankly, a character that's lasted 

for 35 years isn’t worth killing for the sake 
ofa single story. Mysterio certainly is that 
important. He's a great visual with a unique 
power and one of the best villains from 
Spidey’s rogues gallery. Why deprive count- 
less generations of this terrific character? 
I'm not trying to take anything away from the 
story or the writer here—but think about 
these things. 

“The biggest problem here is that you've 

been reading stories about guys fighting crime 
in their underwear well past the time you 
should have stopped. The industry as a whole 
is shooting itself in the foot in an effort to hang 
on to every 38-year-old who lives with their par- 
ents and has computer access. Once you caught ; 
on that Archie will never marry either Betty or 
Veronica, you moved on—and that’s EXACTLY 
how it should be with superhero comics from Marvel 
and DC. 
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Jim takes his favorite leter and spotighs it here, There's na logic atached to this, nor is there a prize 
Dear Jim, 


in appreciation: 
Stuck to every page 
Humor and wit run rampant 
WizarD more addictive than crack 


artistic impressions... 


crack. For a change. 


is if they never age, change or die! You don’t make char- 
acters more vital by killing them! Aging and death of 
superheroes may sound dandy, but had they been doing 
this all along, most of the characters you know and love 
would be old or dead. Spider-Man would be 54 years old 
and chasing a 65-year-old Dr. Octopus. You would be 
deprived of all the enduring icons as they were initially 
conceived. I know, I know—you’re talking about starting 
the process now. But how fair is that to the NEXT genera- 
tion of readers? 

“The Dark Knight Returns was an example you cited, 
and that’s how to do this sort of thing—age the characters 
20 years if you want, but do it out of continuity. Then char- 
acters killed therein are not being denied to successive 
generations of readers. 

“I'm not saying there should never be death in comics, 


kill, folks.” 


Dear Wondrous Wizard Folks, 


In the early days of Marvel, Namor the Sub-Mariner stated on several 


ai 


I'd like to thank everyone at WizARD for their helpful articles. | wrote this haiku 


So there's eight syllables in the last line. Who cares? Damn formulaic 


Grant Parrinello 
Granada Hills, CA 


Awww, don’t sweat blowing the five-seven-five syllable pattern 
ofa haiku. I'm just happy we're actually compared favorably to 


“Really! The only way these characters can stay vital ! 


but that it really should be more thought through. Yes, { 
there have been a few nifty deaths in comics, but far too ! 
many have been just tossed out there. Think before you | 


: an appearance?” he asks. 


‘occasions that he 
ing in the sea.” In 
electrical shock and 
powers of the el 
expanded his body 

But from the 1970s on 
Namor's “other” powers. W 
ers? And will anyone use 


very creature liv- 
#5, he absorbed an 
1m, using the 
Toles #107, Namor 


ard, Marvel seemed to drop 
nappened to these pow- 
? 


“Anthony DiChiara 
Plainview, NY 


Because Wizarp is committed to giving you 
100% of your daily allowance of Erik Larsen 
in every issue, here’s Erik again, who is co- 
writing Defenders, starring that sensational 
Sub-Mariner guy. 

“Stan Lee and Jack Kirby were flying by the 
seat of their pants in those early Marvels,” Larsen 
says. “Characters would get powers for one issue 
only sometimes. It was a mess. We're pretty 
much sticking with what seem to be Namor’s 
actual established powers, rather than those 
tossed into a panel or two in an early adventure 
because Stan and Jack couldn’t keep track of 
what everybody’s powers were.” 

So no, Namor will probably not be shooting 
ink outta his ass like an octopus. Damn. 


Dear Jim, 
Okay, | just put down the first issue of Ulimate X-Men. My 
opinion: It sucked, 

‘Come on! It's nowhere near the true origin of the 

X-Men! Ulimate Spider-Man is pretty good ‘cause it’s 
the same Spidey origin, just updated. Peter Parker has a normal-look- 
ing haircut and that kinda thing. But Ultimate X-Men is way off. 

They have different uniforms? That's fine, it's updated, But they have 
Wolverine working for Magneto? And Jean Grey with multiple earrings 
in each ear? Uh, ..no, that's not Jean Grey. | don’t have the original issue 
where Colossus joined the team, but I'm quite sure he was a farmer, 
not an arms dealer with the Russian mob. 

The art is great, but the changing of the origin bothers me. And 
I'm sure I'm not the only one. 


Jonathan Connett 
itbcronic@aol.com 


Just ‘cause Spidey followed the same origin doesn’t mean 
that things are the same in the X-neighborhood. “What 
[Ultimate Spider-Man writer] Brian Michael Bendis and I 
were asked to do on ‘Ultimate’ was to reinvent the con- 
cepts for a whole new generation,” says Ultimate X-Men 
writer Mark Millar. “The old stories are there for people 
who want them, but this is the time for crazy new material.” 

And Millar makes a good point about simply follow- 
ing in the footsteps of what has gone before. “Do you really 


i want to see us restricted to the original five characters for 


the next decade and wait until 2015 before Wolverine gets 


your letters care of a particular book or editor. 


‘SUPPORT! 
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open a new door to the world of comic books & art 


“bookworm” and trip him in the hall? 
. “Everything you thought you 
midtowncomics.com knew about insert-character-name- 
here is wrong!” Please stop rewriting 
the origins and continuities of our 
characters. It's confusing! 


Robert Macy 
Monticello, IN 


Boy, sounds like you'd hate 
Ultimate X-Men. 


Dear Mr. McLauchlin, 
| want to have a tattoo of the 
‘Question put on my right arm. | was 
wondering if there are any copyright 
cor trademark concerns | should worry 
about? 
James Lawson 
Anniston, AL 


Yes. DC Comics, a division of 
AOL Time Warner, will own 
your arm and garnish 10% of 
your wages for the rest of your 
life. Worse, Steve Ditko, who 
created the character, will 
come to your house and lecture 
you about the absolute nature 
of good and evil. 

I recommend something 
that'll prove less trouble. Like 


GEORGE PEREZ pasha 


SIGNING CROSSGEN CHRONICLES #3 Dear Jim, 


I'm an aspiring comic artist/writer 


sNMARK WAID seg formation hive some gus 


SIGNING CRUX #3 AND SIGIL #13 Hens 
1) My work has a manga/anime 
ALL BOOKS WILL BE 


pariieeaned influence, Do editors of books such as 
Avengers take this type of work seri- 


TIMES SQUARE, NYC ously? | know it works for Joe 


Madureira, but I've been given the 


impression that many think manga 


200 W. 40TH ST. CORNER OF 7TH AVE., NYC 10018 style is too cartoony. 
1(800)4 11-3341 OR (212)302-8192 2) How do pencilers make text 
boxes and word balloons? 
3) Could you send mea script for 
a short, self-contained story to prac- 


ae 


tice drawing? 

Dear Masic Words, $4) Whatare some courses that artists took in college? 

After reading your “2001 Preview” issue (Wizarp #1 13), | have some- José M. Bermudez 
thing to say to all the comic writers out there. So pay attention! Summerfield, FL 

“We're going to take this character back to his roots.” Ugh. How 

many times have we heard this? Every writer that takes on anew : Ihave answers. 

assignment uses this one. So stop already. What's gonna happen? Peter 1) Tom Brevoort, who edits books such as Avengers, 
Parker is gonna find out he never passed Remedial Science |0| and : says, “I approach anybody's samples or style based on 
re-enrolls in high school? And Flash Thompson is there to call him | what’s there. Some people do a manga style well, and 
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Bt THE COMPLETE STORIES FROM 
THE FIRST 7 ISSUES OF THESE HIT. 

CROSSGEN SERIES, INCLUDING COVERS 
AND SPECIAL EXTRAS! 


Trade Paperback #1 i; 4 
with NEW Cover Art; /z 


“Keith Richards isn't the lead guitarist for the Rolling Stones; he’s the rhythm guitarist [Four 
Play,’ WIZARD #114]. Moreover, he'd make a better Fantastic Four leader than Reed Richards 
‘would, for sure.” 

—Zach Lawrence, Manhattan, KS 


"Starman is one of the best comics being published, and | wish it could go on. The end of 
‘Starman for me is much lke when Sandan ended-sad, but satisfying.” 
—David Escalante, d.escalante@mailexcite.com 


“You left Blade of the Immortal out of your section on the most brutal comics (‘Vote for Gore, 
WIZARD #115]. Not only does it have bloody sword fights and ruthless vans, itis also a 
really cool book.” 

—Nathan Glynn, nateglynn@yahoo.com. 


“Yahoooooooooo000000! Its finaly happening! The event of the new millennium! A team wp 
between the two mightiest superteams in comics, the Avengers and JLAY” 
Robert Franklin, Brisbane, Australia 


“Praise to the almighty Joe Quesada for calling Todd McFarlane out [’Magic Words, 
WIZARD #115]. McFarlane should be drawing or writing comics, not buying baseballs." 
—Toney Tapia, toney@jersey.net 


“The definitive Spider-Man you asked about [Magic Words, WIZARD #115] can be found 
bby reading one issue~Amazing Fantasy #15. This story defines Spidey.” 
—J. Maestas, jophis70@hotmail.com 


"A tp ofthe hat goes out to Humberto Ramos for getting 24 great issues of Crimson out on 
a consistent basis.” 
—Adam A. Lopez, Washington, NC 


“The Adam Kubert Wolverine caver on WIZARD #115 kicks ass! Where can | see i without 
all the logos and words?” 
—Alan Washburn, North Saint Paul, MIN 


“Ultimate Wolverine vs. original Wolverine? The original is the best there is at what he does. 
‘Nuff said.” 
—Paul Dixon, Norcross, GA. 


1 love thse Marvel mini-busts Randy Bowen and Bowen Designs are doing, Thank God 
‘there's good comic soulptures at an affordable price.” 
—Sarah Ranier, Ft. Collins, CO 


“Where has Trent Kanigua been all these years ['Ghost Rider First Look, WIZARD #115]? 
His art looks spectacular!” 
—Bob Ortiz, Davenport, IA 


ory in WIZARD #115. All his 


drawings lok new and fresh. He's an uststanding desiones” 
—Michael Kent, Spavinaw, OK 


“tL eounted eight pictures or mentions of Spider-Man inthe 
fst 11 pages of WIZARD #115. You guys going fora 
reoord or something?” 

—Daniel Johnson, Tyler, TX 
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some people don’t. It's not a style I'm using all over the 
place, and Avengers would be a tough place for it since it's 
more a classically styled book. But that doesn’t mean I'd mule 
it out.” 

In fact, Brevoort would rule at least one well-known 
manga-styled artist in. “Hey, if Adam Warren wants to do 
a job for me,” Brevoort says, “all he has to do is call.” 

2) Most pencilers don’t handle text boxes and word bal- 
loons. Editors place them, and letterers ultimately draw 
them in. Bone writer/artist Jeff Smith is an exception who 
does this kinda work himself. “I do it the same way the 
guys who doit for the guys who don’t do it doit,” he laughs. 
“It’s just like you think—you use a ruler, a triangle, maybe 
a circle template.” Smith actually uses techniques he 
learned in The Official Marvel Comics Try-Out Book, pub- 
lished back in 1982. 

3) No. However, CrossGen Gomics can, and you can 
even get it offa their Website at www.crossgen.com. Click 
onthe “company” link. Then the “submissions guide” link. 
Scroll down and you'll see a sample script. 

Dark Horse Comics will also ship you one if you ask ’em 
nice and send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to “sub- 
missions editor” at Dark Horse Comics, 10956 SE Main t., 
Milwaukie, OR 97222. 

And you can get tons of practice scripts and other “home- 
work” projects from the Joe Kubert’s World of Cartooning 
study-at-home course. It'll cost ya, but you'll get actual cri- 
tiques and advice from real, live-’n’-breathing instructors 
and comic artists. Call (877) 559-6753 toll free for full info. 

4) As a matter of course, Heavy Drinking 1 and 2. 

Aside from that, there is really no set comic “curriculum” 
unless you go to one of the few schools that specialize in 
comic art, such as the Kubert School or the Minneapolis 
College of Art and Design. Most artists will tell you that art 
courses (duh) are good, as is anything that teaches story- 
telling. After that, the sky’s the limit. Ultimate X-Men artist 
Adam Kubert actually has a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Medical Ilustration from the prestigious Rochester Institute 
of Technology. If you ever need a perfect bloodless liver 
drawn, call Adam. And if you ever need reference for a per- 
fect bloated liver, see me. 


Dear Wizaro, 


Could you pl © what artists Jay Anacleto and Travis Charest 
are doing now? 

Daniel Castro 

Pickering, Ontario, Canada 


Well, Aria artist Jay Anacleto was yanking molars—he’s a 
full-time dentist in the Philippines. But Avalon Studios’ 
Brian Haberlin insists Anacleto is putting the drills away 
in favor of the pencil. “He and I are hard at work on a new 
book with the working title Project: Manhunter,” Haberlin 
says. A preview issue is done, and could be out by August. 

Meanwhile, former Wildcats artist Travis Charest has 
skipped the country and headed to France and publisher 
Humanoids Press. He’s working on a hardcover sci-fi fan- 
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Greg Manning 
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Designed for the serious collector. 


We understand what collectors want because we're serious collectors ourselves. With over 
40 years of experience in live auctions, we’ve created GregManning.com to provide both 
buyers and sellers of collectibles with more options, better transactions, and true customer 
satisfaction guarantees. That’s why Greg Manning is the one name trusted by serious 
collectors...worldwide. 


Don’t miss our Comic Book and Comic Art Auction on June 2, featuring an amazing 
group of collectible comic books and comic art! Call 1-800-221-0243 or visit 
gregmanning.com to order our full color catalog. 


GREG MANNING AUCTIONS, INC. 
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tasy graphic novel called Dreamshifters. Look for it 
in 2002. 


Hey, Jim! 

| noticed that two recent months of Magic Words” have been 
themed.” One was “Letters from Jail” and one was “All Comics 

Writers and Artists.” This is a cruel obstacle for regular people 
like me who don't fit into your "special" categories. Therefore, I'm 
submitting a few new themes that you might try, all of which fit 

this letter perfectly: 

1) Letters from Comic Book-Drawing Hacks 

2) Letters from Hotties 

3) Letters from Pathetic Attention Seekers 


Tracy Held 
shadesofgreen@comic.com 


Okay, you’re category number three. 


Dear Mr. McLauchlin, 

Jam a huge Flash fan and have been looking for a silver necklace 
with his lightning-bolt logo, Unfortunately, | have not been able to 
find one. Has one ever even been made? And if so, where could | 
find one? 


Jonathan Danielson 
Scottsdale, AZ 


Sure, Halloween is still a few months off, 
but Wizarp is officially kicking off its 10th 
annual Halloween Costume Contest right 
now and we want YOU to dress up like your 
favorite character to win funky cool 
prizes!!! Winners receive over $1,000 in 
comic-related merchandise including cool 
statues, PS2 & Nintendo video games, 
DVDs, rare action figures, signed comic 
books and more! 


Okay, you’re also category number three. 


Dear Wizarp, 

| must tell you that next to watching horror or porn movies, read- 

ing your mag is the best! I've recently started my own comic book 

collection, and WizaRD has helped me learn what's out there. 
One of my fantasies is to have my boyfriend dress up like 

Spider-Man and wrap me in his web of stickiness. Can you tell me 

where | can find a sexy Spider-Man costume? 


Tracey Ramistella 
Ridgefield Park, NJ 


Create the most spectacular costume you've ever seen, | 
but remember to follow these simple rules: 


Sure—151 Wells Avenue, Congers, NY. Ask for “Jim.” 


That’s about that for this installment of “Magic Words.” 
And you're a better person for having read it. Until next 
month, Iremain... 


1) Dressup tke anyone (or anything) you want-comic 
‘book character, video game character, something | 
tut of book or movi, whatever (the moe rig 
‘al your getup, the better your chances of winning). it | 

2) The actual costume itself must be HOMEMADE, i | 
but you can add store-bought items to accent ce 
our outfit. For example, you can go out and buy 
a bow and arrow fr your Green Arow costume “si Lauchlin 

3) Have someone photograph you in your costume 
(Polaroids wil NOT be accepted), then write 
Your name, ae, full address, e-mail, phone 7 no contest: Betty whips Veronica, Josie 
riumber and name ofthe character youre ek inelaewana Siineierconaraine 
dressed as on a smal pice of pape, attach 4 
it to the back ofthe photo (don't write on the photol), and send i 
tothe adress below Al phots must be colar prints, and we suggest taking multiple shts with 
multiple poses in case some pictures suck And remember that magic ve-ettr word: “ 

4) Tobe elle to win, WE MUST RECEIVE YOUR PHOTO BY AUGUST 1, 2001, so get sewn! 


Send your entry to: 


Check out the latest issue of Wiaso or the www.wizardworld.com Website for mare details. 
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ii Looks. Like. an Ordinary, Small. Town. 
But These if en. It = $) — Strange... 


a TEN-HUT! G.I. 


1d heroes never die—especially not the / 


) Real American kind. 


Duke, Snake-Eyes and Scarlett dust off 


their foo! lockers and answer the call to action this sume 
mer, when G.I. Joe: A Real American Hero returns to the 
Ey comic realm it once ruled. 

Image Comics will publish a four-issue, bimonthly 
GL. Joe comic beginning in September, written by Josh 
a Blaylock with art by Steve Kurth and John Larter and cov- 
Bm ers by J. Scott Campbell. 

“We're bringing back the best of the old, but moving 
ahead with the future,” said Blaylock, a small press scribe 
who managed to snag Hasbro's coveted G.I. Joe license. 
“As a huge fan myself, I feel we're giving the comic the 
respect it deserves. 

“People want their G.I. Joe,” he added. “They haven't 
been able to have it for 10 years.” 

One of the most beloved properties in comics— 
and pop culture— history, the phenomenon that was G.l. 
Joe: A Real American Hero began in 1982, powered by a 
multi-pronged marketing blitz that 
deployed cartoons, toys and—of 
course—comics. 

Marvel's G.l. joe series was one of the 
hottest books of the last two decades, N 

(oe 


with an incredible 185-issue run 
Yj) that spanned more than 
Uh. 12 years. 


Longtime G.I. Joe \ 
collaborator Larry 


JOE IS BACK 


Hama (Batman) wrote more than 95 percent of that run, 
which became the base of operations for some of the most 
recognizable names in comics, G.l, joe's roster of regular 
artists included Herb Trimpe (Hulk), Paul Ryan (Avengers), 
Lee Weeks (Spider-Man), Ron Garney (Hulk), Steve Lieber 
(Whiteout) and Todd McFarlane (Spawn), while creators 
like George Pérez (CrossGen Chronicles), Joe Madureira 
(Battle Chasers) and Andy Kubert (Ultimate X-Men) have 
provided pin-ups and/or covers; and its editorial team 
consisted of Fantastic Four's Bobbie Chase, Witchblade's 
David Wohl, former Marvel Editors-in-Chief Bob Harras 
and Tom DeFalco and even Batman guru Denny O'Neil. 

Campbell, a self-described Joe fanatic who grew up in 
the heyday of the line, didn't get the chance to sketch 
Snake-Eyes and company during the initial Marvel 
Comics run, but he’s vowing to make up for it this 
time around. 

“Childhood memories really drew me to this pro- 
ject,” Campbell explained. “For some reason or 
another, the cartoon really struck me. The '80s ver- 
sion of GL. Joe really blended what I thought were 
superhero elements to the military. It was push- 
ing my fantasy buttons a lot.” 

The Image series opens in an Amer- 
ica unprotected by a G.I. Joe team. Ten & 
years prior to the events of the first issue, 


sry junu 1 
iho: . 


Blaylock said, a military order disbanded the 
uad. Not long after, weakened by G.I. Joe 
forts, the once-powerful Cobra threat fell to a 
unified attack by standard military forces. 

“Or so everybody thought,” the writer hinted. 

Military intelligence reports surface indicat- 
ing surviving Cobra factions are amassing their 
forces overseas. The government's content to 
keep the Cobra cells under surveillance, but 
when dangerous U.S. technology is stolen and 
notorious fugitive Cobra Commander is spotted 
on domestic soil, the powers-that-be 
decide something must be done. 

“Before public hysteria hits an all- 
time high, the G.I. Joe task force is 
reinstated,” Blaylock said. “It's 
the job of Duke, Flint, Snake- 
Eyes, Scarlett and other Joe 
veterans to lead the newest of 
the military's elite, stopping 
Cobra before they start.” 

From there, the 
catch-up—as Blaylock —~ 
calls it—begins. Fans discover 
the one-time renegade 
band of bikers known as the 
Dreadnoks has evolved into a 
national, organized gang, stillled / 
by the sociopathic Zartan.Read- / 
ers also learn that Duke, who's fi 
been missing since the Joe / 
team disbanded, has been 
working Black Ops for a covert 
government agency. \ 

“If youre a child of the 

’80s, there will be all these cool 
little things that you'll notice,” 


Everyone had their favorite G.1, Joe and Cobra characters 
but a few stood out more than others. Here's a rundown of 
Wizaro’s favorite characters who have to answer the call of 
“Yo, Joe,” and “Cobra!” 


As the most highly trained Black Ops agent 
in Joe history, Snake Eyes would be a one-man covert oper- 
ation unit perfect for rescues, assassinations and intelligence 
gathering missions, 


{ts tough to be a lady in the U.S. military, but 
Scarlett makes it look easy. She's a counter- intelligence 
agent who can go toe-to-toe with any man, 


NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOES 


The field leader and top strategist of the Joes, Duke has 
seen more action and won more medals than any man 
alive, but refuses to consider himself “officer material.” 


Roadblock’s large enough to intimidate an enemy just 


CAP GETS ‘KNIGHT’ FEVER 
NEW VOICE OF ‘AUTHORITY’. 
THE TURTLES RETURN . 


2 Sis Nias 


Blaylock said. “But if you're a new reader, you'll 
be able to pick this book up, too. 

“We have all the old heavy hitters and 
a new Cobra threat,” he concludes. “This 
is the G.I. Joe story you've been waiting for... 
the most kick-butt Joe book 
you've ever seen.” BRIAN INGRAM 
& CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE 


WRIST ACTION “Careful, Destro! Your hand will fall 
off if you keep that up!” 


Wis dMaveane 
Biory page 172) 


HarHOTS BEDIEE, 
orange that nots 
SIDEFBT| REAL: 
Tension tiey Werena 
Inyited to appear in) 
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by showing up. If that doesn’t work, he can back his 
bad-ass attitude up by firing an M-60 machine gun- 
with one hand! 


Cobra Commander turned away from his materialistic 
upbringing to build a New World Order; terrorism, mur- 
der, sabotage and extortion are the catch phrases for his 
iron rule! 


Munitions manufacturing has been in the Destro family 
for a dozen generations, but this Lord Destro creates the 
finest in cutting edge weapons of war designed to inflict 
maximum damage, 


Fotato fumes ki a0) 


Fresno Ridionlaus, Fatato) 
{ames cane KA any — SHI0, 
AeppAsED Inv 


Storm Shadow uses his ninja skills as a freelance assas- 
sin for Cobra, while at the same time hunting for Snake- 
Eyes-the man he believes killed his ninja master. tl MIKE 
COTTON & ANDY SERWIN 


BOW FLEX Writer Kevin Smith has flexed his creative muscles and 
brokered exclusive use of Green Arrow. “Right now, there's a yearlong 
moratorium on the use of the character in the DC Universe,” Smith 
said. “I get him all to myself ‘cause there's so much stuff to do to him. 
It's not just as simple as ‘Okay, he’s back.” In other G4 news, DC's 
decided to make the Arrow maxi-series 
into an ongoing. Smith said he will stay on 
as writer for the foreseeable future, 

FOUR SCORE There's a chance, albeit 
a small one, that Paul Dini and Alex Ross 
will add a fourth DC “tabloid” book to 
their current slate of three. The pair are 
contemplating adding a JLA tale for 
November, 2002, 

WEAPON X-POSED After 25 years of 
starts, stops and red herrings, Marvel may 
finally give Wolverine a definitive origin, 

Don't be surprised to see an “Origin of 
Wolverine” mini-series over the summer. 

ARTIST TEAM-UP More creators are hopping on the Ultimate 
Marvel Team-Up bandwagon. The latest to get on board? David Mack, 
‘who will be doing Master of Kung-Fu, and Joseph Michael Linsner, 
who's contemplating putting the hammer down on Thor. 

POISON COW The 80s are en vogue, and Top Cow may just milk the 
trend. Rikki Rockett, a member of the “hair band” Poison, is reportedly 
working on a deal with the ‘Cow to tell “the whole gory Poison story 
from top to bottom.” 

HOLY BAT BUMPS! The Dark Knight 
‘Strikes Again, Frank Miller's sequel to Bat- 
man: The Dark Knight Returns, has been 
bumped up to 70 pages an issue, but cut 
to three chapters, according to DC Comics 
sources, Miller has reportedly finished 
penciling and inking issue #1 of the 
sequel and finished penciling 12 pages 
of issue #2. 

LEAGUE LINEUPS Sources deep within 
the halls of DC Comics say it’s official-the 
new creative team on JLA will consist of 
writer Joe Kelly (Action Comics) and artist 
Doug Mahnke (Major Bummer). Kelly and 
Mahnke will take over for the current team of Mark Waid and Bryan 
Hitch with issue #61. 

GARTH'S AUTHORITY Writer Garth Ennis (Punisher) and artist Bryan 
Hitch (JLA) will team up for a two-issue Authority story after Mark 
Millar ends the series with issue #28 later this year. 

AVENGER BOLTS Avengers artist Alan Davis will reportedly be leav- 
ing the ultra-popular book within the next six months, according to 
sources at Marvel Comics. His replacement is still being kept secret but 
Spies indicate it’s someone who's had a lot of experience with super- 
powered team books. 


In Wizaxo #115, we failed to mention that ADV Films (www.advfilms.com) is the 
distributor of DVDs and VHS tapes for Robotech, Neon Genesis Evangelion and the 
first two seasons of Sailor Moan. 
In Wizaro #110, the “Video Rumblings” sidebar on pg. 117 should have been 
credited to Sean Jordan, 
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KNIGHT CAP 


Mr. America heads to ‘Marvel Knights’ 


ed aptain America is now Knight America. 

The venerable Marvel sentinel of liberty moves in 
November to Marvel Knights, the Marvel “research 
and development” wing where characters are given 
fresh spins. 

“I read every stitch of fan mail we get, and fans love 
the character,” Marvel Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada said. 
“But they think maybe it’s time to bring him into a more 
modem era of comics. Fans really want to see the character 
appreciated the way he should be. There's something 
about Marvel Knights that fans connect with, and we want 
to give Cap the showplace he deserves.” 

Current writer/artist Dan Jurgens will be given plenty 
of time to finish stories in progress. “We'll be bringing 
down the curtain on Captain America with #48 in Octo- 
ber," Jurgens said. “Our final four issues will tell a story 
called ‘America Lost,’ in which we'll delve into Cap's feel- 
ing about the world today and his place in it.” 

Jurgens promises more than just introspection as long- 
time Cap nemesis the Red Skull also appears. 

The new “Knights” Captain America is slated for Novem- 
ber, with the preliminary plan to continue consecutive 
numbering with #49. No creators have been named, 
although rumors circulate that the first two calls for anew 
writer were made to Frank Miller (Batman: The Dark Knight 
Returns) and Greg Rucka (Detective Comics). 

New Marvel Knights Editor Stuart Moore may not have a 
writer yet, but he has a plan. “We want to toughen up the 
world around Cap,” Moore said. “He needs to be grappling 
with the tough issues of America in the 21st century, particu- 
larly that difference between what 
America should be and 
what it is. That's where the 
stories are, that’s where 
the conflict is.” 
JIM McLAUCHLIN 


FEATHER IN HIS CAP Captain 
America makes the move to the 
Marvel Knights family this November 


‘AUTHORITY’ GETS 
NEW TEAM IN CHARGE 


eady for a new Authority, But they won't be in charge 
il the summer of 2002. 
onths, rumors have swirled that writer Brian Azzarello 
iets) and artist Steve Dillon (Punisher) would take over 
thority. Now DC Comics has confirmed the red-hot 
ors will relaunch The Authority in the summer of 2002. 
r a long time it's been me saying I'll do it if Steve 
on] does it and him saying he'd do it if I did it,” said 
Azzarello. “I was a little hesitant because it 
was superheroes and this 
book is summer block- 
buster stuff. I'm not sure I 
} write that stuff." 
Azzarello said his 
Authority stint, which he 
P plans to keep between 
Me eight and 12 issues before 
F departing, will deal with 
Se ™many of the same issues the 
book currently does but also focus 
AN, omen Se) on religious themes. 
Azzarello's first pitch reportedly 
revolved around Jesus Christ returning 
) to Earth and fighting the Authority, 
‘which He believes to be the Antichrist. 
“Well, I still haven't written any scripts 
yet,” said Azzarello, “I'm still not sure how every- 
thing will shake out but it will definitely be different. You'll have 
to read the book and make a judgment.” IMC 


MARZ TAKES A ‘SOJOURN’ 


tt ain't easy bein’ bad. 

It's even harder to be downright evil. But CrossGen’s 
n Marz is having a helluva good time trying. 
arz holds the reins on CrossGen’s upcoming seventh 
e, Sojourn, a series for which the writer's gotta put himself 
bad boy's frame of mind. Sojourn tells the terrible tale of 
Mordath, a villain whose loathsome exploits are unparalleled 
© CrossGen Universe. 


s story starts with a pretty vicious torture scene, so you 
et an idea of what this guy's like right off the bat,” 
s. “He's your classic despot.” 
aracter debuts in June's Sojourn Prequel, a 40-page 
prelude to July's Sojourn #1, in 
which the would-be world con- 
queror essentially gets what's 
coming to him. 

“I's the kind of book I've always 
wanted to do," he admits. “Growing 
up, read Burroughs and Tolkien, 
Robert E. Howard and Michael 
Moorcock. Thisis a chance for me 
to revisit that sort of material.” 

Joining Marz is the pencil- 
and-ink team of Greg Land and 
Drew Geraci, who worked 
together previously on DC’s 
Nightwing. 


“BB B= BRB RB BRP 


NEWSFLASHES 


DARE TO DREAM Fans have 
been clamoring for Daredevil to meet its monthly 
shipping schedule since the series’ inception, 
This summer, they'll get their wish-and more. 

evil ships biweekly from June through 
August, spanning a six-issue story written by Bob 
Gale with art by Phil Winslade and Dave Ross. The 
first issue of Gale's arc (#20) would have been 
issue #400 of the series if not for the Marvel 
Knights reboot, and as such, features an additional 
six-page Spider-Man/Daredevil team-up written 
by Stan Lee and penciled by classic DD artist 
Gene Colan.....In other DD news, the much-antic- 
ipated Marvel Knights Daredevil: Vellow mini- 
series, originally expected to debut in March, has 
been moved to a June launch. Tim Sale's gray 
inkwash art style has taken longer than expected. 


DAREDEVIL: YELLOW 


GODLY GUEST Shockrockets artist 
Stuart Immonen takes over on Thorstarting with 
June's issue #38. The gig, tentatively scheduled 
to last three issues, will reunite Immonen with for- 
mer Superman collaborator Dan Jurgens. 
CHYNA GIRL Chaos! slams again 
with Chyna iI4#1, a June-shipping one-shot fea- 
turing the WWE rasstin’ super-starlet. Writer 
Steven Grant and penciler Mike Deodato Jr. take 
Chyna back to her real-life roots as a bodyguard, 
protecting a witness testifying against the mob. 
MARVEL SHUFELE Writer Frank 
Tieri (Wolverine) signs on for a four-issue Dead- 
‘oo! stint starting with August's #57. The new 
assignment and the time constraints it brings 
will cause Tieri to drop /ran Man-his last issue 
will be December's #48. 
INCREDIBLE ENDING Peter 
David's coming back to the Hulk. The longtime 
Green Goliath scribe teams with Pitt penciler 
Dale Keown on an as-yet-unscheduled one-shot 
prestige format Hulk book called “The Last.” 
David originally wrote “The Last” as a short story 
to be included in a Hulk anthology several years 
ago, focusing on a future earth where the 
only creatures stil alive are cockroaches,..and 
the Hulk. 

TIDBITS Spider-Girl has been canceled 
with September's issue #38. . . Sirius will publish 
a six-issue monthly mini-series this summer of 
Jill Thompson's Scary Godmother. ..The next 
Transmetropolitan trade paperback coming in 
June, entitled Lonely City, features an introduc- 
tion by actor Patrick Stewart (“X-Men”), 
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LINSNER WANTS DAWN 
ALL FOR HIMSELF 


>| Se something done right? Do it yourself. After 11 years in the game, 
that’s just what Dawn creator Joseph Michael Linsner 
is doing. 

“I started out a self-publisher,” 
writer/artist said. “I simply love being 
involved in every step of the 
process. I would operate the / gag 
presses if the printer would let me.” 

Linsner returns to his self- \§ 
published roots this summer with two 
new products...and a whole new com- 
pany. Linsner.com is the banner under 
which Linsner will release a new Dawn 
“Back in Black” print in June ($30 retail; 
limited to 1,000 copies) and the Dawn: 
Pin-Up Goddess 32-page comic ($2.95) 
in July. Despite the “.com” name, the new / 
products will not be only available via the | 
Internet—comic stores will carry ‘em, too. | 

For Linsner, the time was just right. 

“All the contracts that have bound Dawn 
in one form or another have expired,” 
he said. “Self-publishing is in my 
blood." BJM { 


At Wizaro, no one loves comics like us and here's a bunch of cool things we read or 
saw this month. 


INGR 


5 (Marvel) John Romita’s fight scenes pack more punch than 
a Mike eR right hook (and we loved it when Hulk knocked the Abomination’s 
i 


An E (DC Direct) Finally, a “sand” globe that makes sense! Morpheus, 
seat ina glass prison for 100 years in the pages of Sandman #1, lies helpless in the mid- 
dle of an hourglass, When you shake it up, a hail of glimmering sand swirls around, looking just 


0 T #0 (Vertigo/DC) Knockout puts the “comic” back in comic 
book thanks to the hijinks of secret agent Angela St. Grace (helow) and the best sidekick in 
comics, the flamboyantly gay Go-Go Fiasco (wait till you see where 
this: secret agent hides the microfilm)! 

Ri #1 (Top Cow) This book's premise-a 

jewel thief’s body gets possessed by the spirit of a dead 
samurai—is as original as anything we've read in a while; 

ike “The Odd Couple” with just one guy! 

E OW #1 (OC Comics) Green 
Arrow mania erupts ale ‘the country as we 
‘speak. Can't you hear the rumbling as fanboys ? 
‘storm comic stores in search of issue #1? Ollie 
Queen is white-hot thanks to Hollywood's #1 
fanboy Kevin Smith. And we hear Smith loves the gig and plans 
on stickin’ ou for awhile, How great is that? 
E (Graphitti Designs) With a 
giant fist perfect for smashing evil spirits, a cloth overcoat and a Bureau 
of Paranormal Research T-Shirt, Mike Mignola’s creation may be half- 
demon, half-human but this action figure is al/ good! 


TION F 


»is summer, writer Fiona Avery (Top Cow's No Honor) and 


=ciler Aaron Lopresti are shooting the superpowered mutant 
0 2 four-issue mini-series. Focusing on how Rogue handles 
power to absorb the abilities and memories 
anyone she has skin-to-skin contact with, 
series also takes a glimpse at 2) 
Rogue's delicate psyche. 
When Rogue has absorbed 
memories and powers 


ook over 15 years, but the X-Men’s Rogue is finally 
ng rogue. 


more about the victim than ¢ 
Rogue—that’ll change in this 
series, according to the writer. 
“We aren't looking at what 
happens when she absorbs 
another mutant’s powers 
and what she leams (about 
them) in the process,” 


Avery said. “Weend 4/~ 


up knowing more 
about the victim of her drain , 


rather than we do about Rogue | 
that way. So we're focusing on “S 
what Rogue is gonna do about 
Rogue’s power. Despite making 
mistakes, despite taking some hard 
falls in her life, she's forgiven, and 
accepted, while discovering there’s 
a good person under the misguided 
wrongs, one who tries to make the 
most of her ability." MMC 


ICONS GET AUCTIONED OFF 


uperman. Batman. Dick Tracy. Mickey Mouse. They're 
some of the most beloved icons in pop culture history 
and they're up for sale. 

Guernsey's, the world-famous auction house that han- 
dled the sale of the “Death of Superman” original art, hosts 
the granddaddy of all comic auctions in May. 

“We're holding what I think will be the most important 
auction in the history of cartoon and comic art,” said Arlan 
Ettinger, president of Guernsey's. 

For comic fans, the highlight of the show will be the 
JLA/Avengers lot, which includes the 21 pages drawn by 
George Pérez in the early ’80s for the planned Marvel/DC 
team-up. 

In addition, Guernsey's will offer 13 complete issues of 
original Tim Sale art from the Jeph Loeb/Sale blockbuster, 
Batman: Dark Victory. 

The Guernsey's comic and cartoon auction will be held 
May 19 at the New York Historical Society in New York City. 
Previews will be held several days prior to the auction, and 
bids will be accepted via fax, mail, telephone and the Inter- 
net. For more information, call 212-794-2280 or visit 
www.guernseys.com. lL 


Dark Horse Comics and 
Koto, Inc. bring you the first ever 


Based on the Japanese illustration by 
CATSUYA TERADA 
BC) 
Hellboy created by 
MIKE MIGNOLA 


AILABLE MAY 2001 
13 3/4" TALL * FULLY PAINTED 
$59.99 U.S. $89.95 CANADA 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL 


COMICS SHOP OR BOOKSTOR 
To find a comics shop in your a 


For more product information, please visit 
heep://www.darkhorse.com 


WAX OFF THE TURTLES 


TMNT come outta their shells for new series 


@(Aowabunga, dude! The heroes in a half shell that captivated America’s 

kids 10 years ago are back. 

Peter Laird, co-creator with Kevin Eastman of the black-and-white 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles independent comic in 1983, has announced anew 

Turtles comic will debut soon. His creation spawned a cartoon series, three movies 

and a merchandising empire in the 1980s and ’90s. 
“Jim Lawson has started penciling, from my plot, the first issue of the all-new Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles comic book series which should see print sometime this year, hopefully 
late summer or early fall,” Laird said on his Website www.planetracers.com. Lawson 
worked as a writer and artist on previous Turtles comic books. Laird will ink over Law- 
son’s pencils. 

Mirage Studios, the same publisher Eastman and Laird formed to publish the 
original TMNT series, will publish the new black-and-white comic, which may be a 


=r 
bs Wycthing brings a community 

> IN together like a hometown hero. 
1 ee cl Officially declared the hometown 
of Superman by the Illinois House of 


Why should you Lit out Representatives in 1972, the town of 
our subscription service? Metropolis, Ilinois is holding its annual 


ps _ Easy for anyone to use! Superman Celebration June 7-10, The 


event brings in 70,000 to 80,000 peo- 
1 
BD ee I Ble and features a mock bank robbery, 


#Never miss an issue! a Superboy and Supergirl contest, a 
carnival, live music every night anda 
collectors’ auction. 
During the auction there will be a 
presentation of the George Award, 
WOW! named after George Reeves, the first 
te Ln ne a TV Superman. This honor is bestowed 
, upon the individual who has most 


helped spread the legend of 
UC bd Bl Superman. 


back issue comic In the past, famous guests have 
becomes available! come to partake in the festivities such 
as Lois Lane actress Margot Kidder, 
Jimmy Olsen actor Tommy Bond, the 
very first Superman feature film actor 
Kirk Alyn and even Kingdom Come 
painter Alex Ross. 

Fixtures of Metropolis include a 
huge Superman statue in town and the 
world's largest Superman collection 
with over 80,000 items at the Super- 
man Museum, The museum is open 9 
a.m. to § p.m, every day and costs $3 
for adults and children are free with 
paid adults. 

For more information about this 
year's event, contact the Metropolis 
Chamber of Commerce at (800) 949- 
5740 and the Superman Museum at 
(818) 524-8518. 


We also have millions of 
comics, magazines, and 
collectibles in stock! 


Proudly presented by 


mM ull 
comicshopcom 


We are paying CASH and issuing credit for your 
comics! Check out our online buying list to see 
which of your comics we need! 


Send $2.00 (refunded with first order) to cover shipping, and we'll 

send you our back issue comics price list! Do you have comics to sell or trade? 

Great! We're buying and trading for all sorts of comics. Just check out our online 
buy/trade list or send $1.00 and we'll mail you a printed copy! 


Lone Star Comics 
511 E. Abram St., Arlington, TX 76010 


BENDIS AND MALEEV 
TO GUIDE ‘DAREDEVIL 


rian Michael Bendis returns for a second helping of 
Daredevil. And this time, he’s gonna stay at the table. 

The award-winning writer is in the middle of a four-issue 
guest arc on the centerpiece book of the “Marvel Knights" 
family, and he’ll be back again soon—this time as the per- 
manent writer, reunited with new permanent artist Alex Maleev. 

“We were just get- 
ting into the groove 
together on Sam and 
Twitch when I left,” an 
enthusiastic Bendis 
said. “Alex is the artist I 
wish I was. If I could 
draw like him, well, I'd 
still be drawing.” 

It will take a while for 
Bendis and Maleevto get 
together. Bendis’ current 
run, drawn by David 
Mack, lasts through 
June's #19. Then “Back 
to the Future” screen- 
writer Bob Gale steps in 
for a six-issue arc drawn 
by Phil Winslade and 
David Ross that will actu- 
ally ship biweekly. By 
November and Daredevil 
#26, it'll be showtime for Bendis and Maleev. 

“Lcan’t believe how many ideas I have for Daredevil,” Bendis 
gushed. " [Editor-in-Chief] Joe Quesada is really gonna let us carve 
into some of the icons. The first six pages of our first issue will just 
slap you in the face.” 

Bendis’ first arcis titled “The Assassination of Matt Murdock,” 
a story involving the Kingpin where DD's lawyer alter ego is tar- 
geted for a hit. Bendis promises the story, “will leave Daredevil 
changed for quite a while.” From there, things escalate. MIM 


BUSTIN’ OUT Not every man could handle 
‘a double-D like Brian Michael Bendis 
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jan’t wait'for “Star Wars: Episode II” to come next year? 
‘Come see “Star Wars” author and guru Steve Sansweet 
in one of his few summer appearances at WizardWorld Chicago 
‘Aug. 17-19 at the Rosemont Convention Center. Tickets are cur- 
rently on sale for the show ($20 per day, $40 for a three-day 
pass) at 1-800-690-1669 or www.wizardworld.com. 
Here’s\what in store: 
s= Two/hour-long presentations by Sansweet, who may reveal 
some secrets about 2002's “Star Wars: Episode II"! 
*= Sansweet will also field questions from the crowd and may even 
give fans an advance peek at some parts of “Episode II.” 
1 And for the ultimate in Star Wars collectibles, check out the 
‘con's retailer section where fans can find anything desired. 
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a though or his deadly lightsaber. 
is guished by the deaths of his p 
e entire world, He becam: 


the Dattle...wnite testing nis time platform, Dr. Doom hurdles 
through a chronal anomaly, casting him to a time Jong ago in a galaxy far 


away. Brought before Darth Vader, the vainglorious Dr. Doom challenges 
him for control of the Empire. Vader knocks Doom across the room with a 
blast of the Force and is instantly upon the monarch with his lightsaber 
grawn. Like a surgeon at an operating table, Vader trims away portions of 

réce—a saber slash that 


Doom’s armor before administering the coup de ¢ 
ar destroyed, Doom turns to his other 


severs Doom’s left hand! His armor ne: 
specialty and unleashes powerful bolts of magick that catch Vader in the 
foe, evacking his helmet and leaving him gasping for breath. Having naz 

platform with 


rowly defeated the upstart Jedi, Doom heads pack to his time 
a souvenir of his battle—Vader's lightsaber, which could prove a valuable 
[2 


soln destroying the despised Fantastic Four! 


AGREE? DISAGREE? Well, let us know! And while you're at it, 
send us your ideas for future Last Man Standing battles! Just 
e-mail us at: lastmanstanding @wizardworld.com. Thanks! 
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month's battle drawn by JIM 


WildStorm’s rookie sword-slinger 
has a problem—he’s a ninja who 
just won’t kill 


D ressed in black, trained as a killer, peep at chicks through windows—being a ninja 


sounds pretty cool, right? Not if you're a rookie ninja named Nakio. 
He's basically a ninja who has trouble killing people,” says Alé Garza, the creator and 
artist of WildStorm’s Ninja Boy, due out in August. “It’s basically a big, huge adventure story about 
coming of age for Nakio. The story revolves around him and the really bad crap that goes down. 
I's stuff he has to deal with and eventually try to save the day.” 
Garza (E.V.E, Protomecha), who will co-write the 
book with newcomer Allen Warner, says Nakio's 
raised to become a ninja but aspires to be the noble 
and publicly embraced samurai. But the young ninja 
has a hard road ahead of him in what Garza calls, “an [Wit 2) Um ey 
‘ongoing series with a definite end.” Get your monthly dose of manga by way of the U.S. this August with Miya 
Although the book's set during feudal Japan, Garza UU MU IERNUA UM Ree RU ae en aT 
says it takes a lot of liberties fantasy motifs—such explore the life of a ninja working to become a honorable samurai, 
as talking animals like Nakio’s cat sidekick, Sake, magic Y YOU CARE 
and cities made of diamonds. After cutting his teeth on Image’s EVE. Pratomecha, Garza’s hip, stylish 
While Garza wants a high-energy, roller-coaster JEUNEIUI. UR GMI NCC Cen Tc 
story, the artist says it’s also important for him to do [StL N? 
a fun story that he enjoys reading. Ninja Boy was originally supposed to kick off WildStorm’s new manga line 
“| wanted to tell a story like the ones I read in [UUM TUTE S an cen re me 
Spider-Man, my favorite comic when | was a growing [RUMAIUIEUN ARUN R UME MER USM a LT 
the creator says, “It's all very character-driven, 
with a different setting. And it’s funny but with a lot of intense violence too.” 
Standing in Nakio’s path to nobility is the evil and abusive tyrant, Amatsu Mikaboshi, the man 
who has Nakio’s brothers executed. 
“Nakio actually meets Amatsu in the first issue and was suppose to kill him,” says Garza. “Since [J 
he didn’t do it then, he'll have to deal with him for a while. ry 
By the second issue, the creator says, both Nakio’s dead brothers 
become spirit guides to him. Says Garza, “It becomes Nakio’s job to 
avenge them and try to finally become the hero he's always dreamed 
of being. Around issue #20 we'll see if he gets there or not.” (W) 


WAX ON, FF If Alé Garza’s 
Nakio doesn't want to be a ninja, he 


can always work fr Mr. Miyagi 
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By Andy Serwin 


Marvel revs up Ghost Rider once again 
and Wizard rides shotgun with a seven- 
page preview 


ohnny Blaze ain't quite the man he used to be, After years of being 
tormented by the Ghost Rider, the fiery Spirit of Vengeance inside him, 
Blaze finally managed to free himself of his demonic curse, settle 
down and live a nice, normal life. 

And he absolutely hates it. 

A dead-end office job. Detestable co-workers. A hen-pecking shrew of a 
girlfriend, This is the life Blaze used to yearn for? 

What about the open road? Riding hogs? Getting thrown out of sleazy 
roadhouses? That's the life Blaze really wants. 

So it's a good thing that's exactly where writer Devin Grayson (Gotham 
Knights) and artist Trent Kaniuga (Creed) plan on taking Blaze in Ghost Rider, a 
new six-issue mini-series from Marvel Knights that hits stores this June. 

“We're using Johnny Blaze for this story because he's very accessible,” Grayson 
explains, “I was excited about him because of my own biker chick days. Johnny's 
got counterculture appeal. We're going to be taking him on the open road, the 
roadhouse bars. | want to give him back to those people. His people, really.” 

But just who are Johnny's people? You'd have to take a look at his past to know 
what makes him tick, but don't expect a trip down memory lane in Ghost Rider. 

“| didn’t know much about Johnny's continuity before | started writing the 
book,” Grayson says, "So I'm not out to clarify his continuity. This is more of 
a back-to-basics story.” 

Okay, so here's the continuity you need to know: Blaze started out as one 
of the top stunt cyclists in the world, but when his partner came down with cancer, 
Blaze sold his soul to Mephisto in exchange for sparing his friend from disease. 

But of course, the devil don’t play fair, Johnny's friend didn’t die of cancer, 
but he did die in a fiery motorcycle crash during a stunt. When Mephisto 
showed up to claim Blaze’s soul, Johnny's then-girlfriend Roxanne whipped up 
some mojo that halted the process, But Mephisto got pissed and cursed Blaze 
to share his body with Zarathos, a demon known as the Spirit of Vengeance. 
Thus, the Ghost Rider was born. 

Blaze wandered the country as a stunt rider in a traveling carnival, trying to 
rid himself of the Ghost Rider, but at the same time, getting vengeance for folks 
who'd been wronged. Eventually, Johnny and Zarathos were separated, and a 
second man—Danny Ketch, who gets a visit from Johnny during the course of this 
new story—operated as the Ghost Rider for a time. 

So, what's Blaze been doing? 

“After everything that’s happened, Johnny's been living a normal life,” 
Grayson says. “What's his attachment to Ghost Rider? Is he really a 
supernatural being? Is the Spirit of Vengeance something that’s always existed 
inside Johnny? Those’re just some of the questions we'll explore in this story. 

“The first request for vengeance is an accident, something Johnny overhears 
ina bar,” Grayson continues. “And when he hears about it, he heads off in pur- 
suit. From there, it's a link in a chain of revenge; one person leads to another in a 
cycle of endless wrongs that are all tied together.” 

A link in a chain, huh? Makes sense for a biker. Why not 
burn rubber yourself and head to the next page for a preview of 
Ghost Rider #1! @ 
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DANNY MIKI detailing the hog AVALON STUDIOS'DAN KEMP reddening the road rash 
and NANG DAKESIAN, watching for speed bumps and JOE GUESADA carrying the tool kit 
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Late Edition 


New York: Today, cloudy, afternoon rain. 
High 44, Tonight, rain windy. Low 39. 
Tomorrow, rain ending late in the day. 
High 43. Yesterday, high 55, low 38. 
Weather map is on Page D7. 
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$1 beyond the greater New York metropolitan area 


50 CENTS 


The New York ‘Daily Bugle’ comes 
alive in Hollywood as WIZARD 
snares the first-ever set visit to the 
“Spider-Man” movie 


LOS ANGELES, April 25 — Haggard 
orters shuffle through notes and answer’ 
phones in the heart of New York's favorite 
aily newspaper. Ignoring the crowded hall 
ells of fresh paint on the walls 
ad bus fumes wafting up from floors below, 
the journalists continue their busy days. On 
ne walls of the office, framed newspapers 
dlare out headlines like “KABOOM! What 
Happened to Flight 800?” and “Kennedy 
inated,” but the real action is further 
n the hall. There sits the office of J. Jonah 
ieson, publisher of the Daily Bugle—and 
lay he's pissed! 
Behind a mammoth desk, the gruff pub- 
lisher sports a 1950s-style flattop and a 
and-pepper-colored mustache, Looking 
nrough the photos of anew freelancer and 
lying each one intently, he grunts as he 
s each one down on his desk. 
“Crap, crap, crap—megacrap,” barks the 


The Daily Bugle's Publisher J. Jonah 
Jameson (Simmons), left, freelance 
photographer Peter Parker (Maguire), cen- 
and Editor-in-Chief Robby Robertson 
Bill Nunn) discuss potential photos. 


By MIKE COTTON 


man, slapping the last photo down as he looks 
at the rookie photographer sitting in front of 
him. “T'll give you $200 for all of them.” 
The photographer, a clean cut, youth- 
ful boy wearing a dark green overcoat and 
tie, tries to argue—he expected more cash 


for his hard work. His high-pitched 
teenage voice cracks as he gets increas- 
ingly excited, But the publisher's having 
none of it. After a short argument, the 
older man relents and ups his price to $300 
to appease him. 


ade Resenbal © 2001 Columbia Pictures 
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ade Rosenthal© 200) Columba Petes 


Tobey Maguire (Peter) relaxes on the set with director Sam Raimi (at right). 


Handing the top photo to his second-in- 


command, the publisher barks, “Tear up 
the front page and run this one! 
“Headline?” questions Robbie 


Robertson, the gray-haired, pudgy, black 
man sitting next to the photographer. 

“Spider-Man: Hero or Menace?” says 
the publisher, arms outstretched like he's 
creating the bold headline out of air. 

The young photographer obviously dis- 
agrees with the publisher's choice of 
headlines but is in no position to argue. While 
the cub “shooter” may not be pleased, 
“Spider-Man” director Sam Raimi certainly 
is, smiling with approval from behind his 
Sony video monitor. The scene is exactly 
what he wanted for the dynamic between 
JK. Simmons’ imposing and irrational Daily 
Bugle publisher J. Jonah Jameson and Tobey 
Maguire’s young and shy Peter Parker. 

Raimi congratulates his actors on a 
fine performance and smiles. He knows 
the dreams of millions of Spidey fans are 
coming true—the Web-head’s getting the 
Hollywood treatment he’s always deserved. 


PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

With a $100-million-plus budget and top 
Hollywood talent, Raimi’s wowing fans a year 
before the May 3, 2002 “Spider-Man” release 
date, But fans weren't always so excited. 
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Die-hard Spidey buffs questioned if 
Maguire (‘Cider House Rules”) could pull 
off the dual role of a nerdy high-school 
geek as well as a buffed-up superhero. And 
when John Malkovich (“Shadow of the 
Vampire”) backed out of negotiations to 
play the Green Goblin, a collective sigh 
was heard from movie buffs. But soon, 
llem Dafoe, Malkovich's co-star in 
“Shadow of the Vampire,” signed on to 
play the Goblin and his alter ego, dis- 
turbed businessman Norman 
Osborn—and fans raved about the choice. 

The cast filled out quickly as Kirsten 
Dunst (“Get Over It”) took the role of Mary 
Jane Watson, Also added to the cast was 
one-time Peter Parker hopeful James 
Franco (“Whatever It Takes”), who took on 
the part of Harry Osborn, the popular but 
neglected son of the Green Goblin, 

On this February morning of shooting, 
Maguire sinks into his chair on the down- 
town Los Angeles set, yawning. Simmons 
(‘The Gift”), dressed in a three-piece blue 
suit (sans jacket) as Daily Bugle publisher 
J. Jonah Jameson, has his makeup cor- 
rected. The next take of the duo’s 
head-to-head clash over Peter Parker's first 
photos of Spider-Man is just seconds away. 
A few feet off, crew members adjust sound 
levels and scurry about to make sure props 


are in position. 

As he finishes a yawn, Maguire smiles 
, “It’s going to be a long day.” 

‘It’s tough being a superhero,” Raimi 
smiles back, 

Tough indeed. And Maguire doesn’t 
even have Spider-Man's trusted spider-sense 
to watch his back. 


and 


BANANA-RAMA 

‘As the day rolls on, Simmons grabs a 
quick banana as a snack while waiting to 
reshoot his scene with Maguire for the fifth 
time. Although the takes are almost iden- 
tical, Raimi, dressed ina black suit, with a 
white shirt and gold tie, wants to keep 
shooting it. From close-ups on Maguire to 
Simmons’ reaction, Raimi makes sure he 
captures it all. 

Quickly downing the fruit just before 
Raimi is ready to begin, Simmons slides 
into character. Running through the scene 
again, Simmons leans back and asks Raimi, 
“Should I give him some kind of voucher or 
something? You know, so he can get paid?” 

Raimi likes the idea and sends the prop 
department to hunt down anything that 
could be a daily newspaper's payment 
voucher, Placing a small white piece of paper 
on the desk next to Simmons, Raimi begins 
to direct the most minute pieces of the scene. 
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IJ’ really big and then 
,,” says Raimi. “Add ina line 
like, ‘Give this to the girl outside, she'll make 
you get paid.’ That's good—it gives Peter 
eason to talk to Miss Hottie-Hot outside.” 

“Miss Hottie-Hot” is Elizabeth Banks 
“Shaft”), who plays Betty Brant, J. Jonah 
Jameson's secretary and a potential love 
nterest for Peter Parker. 

Running through the scene another 
few times satisfies Raimi, and he releases 
e actors to wrap for lunch after two-and- 

half hours of work. All for less than five 
minutes of screen time. 


THE TALENTED MR. MAGUIRE 

After lunch, Raimi walks crew mem- 
through the next scene: Peter Parker 
leaving Jameson's office and approaching 
the publisher's secretary, Betty Brant. 

After a few walk-throughs, it’s finally 
time to begin again. Maguire strolls from 
Jameson's office towards Brant’s desk, 
where he quickly hands her his voucher 
0. 

“Mr. Jameson said to give you this,” 
uire says 
00? Not bad,” the short-haired, 
ive, brunette replies. 

“I'm Peter Parker,” Maguire says 
uncomfortably, “I’m a photographer.” 

“T can see that,” Banks responds, 
vusly uninterested, “Welcome to the 
y Bugle.” 
\ithough the scene goes well, Raimi 

nts more. Pulling Maguire aside he 
says, “Remember, Peter's a nice guy. He’s 
ust not very socially adept.” 


att 


With that it’s back to shooting—but 
Maguire's on a different page than Raimi. 
Entering with a swagger, Maguire hands 
the secretary his voucher. “Hey, Mr. 
Jameson said you could take care of this.” 

“$3002 Not bad,” she replies again. 

“Yeah. You know, you're pretty cute,” 
Maguire says with charm. 

“Here ya go,” the actress says, handing 
the voucher back to the now smiling and 
suddenly confident Peter Parker. 

“Why don’t you write your phone num- 
ber down there too, honey,” Maguire says 
as muffled laughter build around him. 
Raimi lets loose with a belly laugh and the 
set bursts into laughter. The director con- 
gratulates Maguire on what might be a 
reat extra on a “Spider-Man” DVD. 

‘As Raimi discusses props, special 
effects coordinator John Dykstra (“Star 
Wars”) appears. Holding a video tape, an 
excited Dykstra pulls Raimi from shoot- 
ing. “You really have to look at this,” 
Dykstra squeals. 

Huddled around a small monitor Raimi, 
Dykstra and various producer-types are all 
privy to a hush-hush viewing of new spe- 
cial-effects footage, Although everything's 
kept secret, Raimi returns raving and pat- 
ting the SFX guru on the back. 

“This is fun,” says Raimi as he throws 
an arm around Maguire. “Now this, this 
is really fun.” 


Wizaro Staff Writer Mike Cotton’s hoping 
for a “Spider-Man” cameo based on his 
award-winning turn as a short, bespecta- 
cled Venom in WizarD #112. Check it out. 


Director Sam Raimi instructs his crew on the Oscorp set, Norman Osborn’s company. 


Marvel 
Madness 


By Mike Cotton 


“Spider-Man,” “Blade II” and “X-Men II” 
are just the tip of the iceberg for Marvel 
Films’ upcoming releases. Marvel Films 
President Avi Arad runs down the next 
films in line. 


HULK “It's going really well. We're in the mid- 
dle of rewriting, and 
we've already gone to 
ILM [industrial Light and 
Magic, George Lucas’ 
‘SFX house] to discuss 
the project. It's in full 
blast. | think we'll be 
doing casting really 
soon. As soon as 
[director] Ang Lee 
(“Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon”) is done with the Oscars, we'll 
start getting it done.” 


DAREDEVIL “Hopefully we'll start 
‘Daredevil’ later this year. Some people 
‘thought it might be out before ‘Spider-Man,’ 
but | don’t see that happening.” 


PUNISHER ‘This will be different from 
the first ‘Punisher’ movie. Think of it as 
closer to the Garth Ennis version of the 
Punisher than anything else.” 


GHOST RIDER “We should have a final 
script in three weeks. Bernie Wrightson 
(Punisher has already done some creature 
work on it, and it all looks very cool.” 


FANTASTIC FOUR “Now that Peyton 
Reed (‘‘Bring It On”) has signed on to direct, 
it's progressing.” 


BLACK PANTHER “We haven't started 
anything just yet because Wesley [Snipes] 
is still interested, but he’s working on ‘Blade 
|?—we'll address it after he’s available.” 


WEREWOLF BY NIGHT “We have a 
great writer; | can’t announce it yet but | 
think we have a writer/director. | think 
‘Werewolf By Night’ can be something like 
‘Blade,’ where it really crosses over to 
people who don't even know there’s a 


comic book.” 
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D GOW looks to its protégé pragram 
to discover the next Michael Turner 
BY MIKE COTTON 


T° NEXT MARC SILVESTRI OR MIKE TURNER isn’t glad-handing at the local convention 


| Mi e 


or busy sending submissions to comic book companies—he's already at Top Cow Productions. 


The heir apparent to Mike Turner sits less than three feet away from the real deal, f 
absorbing tips like a dry sponge soaking up water. And the next Mare Silvestri sits 

studiously at Silvestri's side as the Top Cow founder schools the youth on every- 
thing from how to start a company to which pencils he prefers. 

Silvestri, who introduced fans to Turner, Witchblade artist Keu Cha and 
Tomb Raider's Andy Park, offers aspiring artists the chance to study along- 
side some of comic's top talent. All Top Cow asks in return is loyalty. 

While there are no guarantees, Top Cow's protégé program repre- 
sents the best shot young creators have to join the ranks of their idols. 

“We do something no one else does,” Silvestri says. “We cultivate 
talent from the ground up. We take the raw clay we discover through 
conventions and the mail and make them the next superstar artist. 
People like Mike Turner, Dave Finch and Joe Benitez all came out 
of that program and we're looking for more of the same.” 
While the Cow’s bullpen is filled daily with future comics 
j\ stars-aspiring writers, pencilers, inkers and colorists-some 


themselves. Here's a look at some of the Top Cow protégés 
you'll soon be hearing about-if you already haven't. 


FIONA AVERY 


AGE: “Young. That's all I'l say.” 
PROTEGE TO: J, Michael Straczynski 
HOW 1 GOT INTO TOP GOW: “'d been submitting scripts to other publishers 
but after | talked to Joe (Straczynski) about his work at Top Cow, | pitched them 
a few things. Some of it was too much like projects they were already devel- 
‘oping but No Honor was one they were really interested in.” 

CURRENT PROJEGT: The Top Cow title No Honor, the story of a disgraced 
samurai warrior trying to clear his family name centuries after his death, as 
well as a Rogue mini-series for Marvel and a Tomb Raider 12-issue maxi-series. 
WHAT YOU GAN EXPECT: Fast-paced, character driven action is Averys trademark, Whether it’s reincarnated samu- 
rai warriors in No Honor, mutants or archeological adventurers, Avery envelops a page with realistic dialogue and 
amazing pacing, 

WHY SHE'LL HIT IT BIG: “Fiona is fast," says Straczynski. “She can write fast and write well. She's one of the 
‘most complete writers I've ever worked with. She's great on characterization, Shell probably go as far as I've gone 
in comios, probably further.” 

WHAT I'VE LEARNED FROM JOE: “| used to watch Joe on the set of “Babylon 5" walk in his office and close the 
door for two hours just to write-no one was allowed to bother him unless it was an emergency. Basically he 
taught me no matter what else is going an you have to take time to write everyday.” 

WHAT'S NEXT: Expect to see a Witchblade mini-series, where Avery focuses on the Japanese Witchblade that was 
‘seen in a painting in issue #1. Also, a stint on the ongoing series scheduled for late 2001. 

MY DREAM PROJECT: “ve always wanted to do my own series and I've got that with No Honor and then I've 
always loved Rogue from the X-Men and I'm working on her mini-series. I'm pretty much living the dream.” 


ERIC BASALDUA TALENT CALDWELL 


AGE: 21 
MUTE TO: Mare Sivesti PROTEGE TO: Mike Turner 
HOW | GOT INTO TOP GOW: “I was actually waiting to get Marc Silvestri's auto- : HOW 1 GOT INTO TOP GOW: “Mike [Turner] was visiting the Art Institute of Los 
graph and my mom made him look at my portfolio, | was pretty embarrassed but Angeles, where | was going to school. Top Cow interviewed over 100 people and 
he called and asked me to come work here.” Mike specifically chose me.” 
GURRENT PROJECT: Working on inking an eight-page back-up Witchblade story by: GURRENT PROJECT: Fathom: Kilian’s Tide shipping in March 
co-bullpener Matt Marsilia as well as inking parts of Talent Caldwel's ; WHAT YOU GAN EXBEGT: Caldwel's dynamic and electric style sets him apart 
Killian’s Tide mini-series. from his mentor. While sharing Turner's ability to draw sizzling hot babes and make 
WHAT YOU GAN EXPEGT: While Basaldua is a competent pen- the fantastic look realistic, Caldwell also energizes each page with cinematic pan- 
tile, his real strengths are shown as an inker, Basaldura els coupled with experience and drive rarely found in an artist just getting his first 
takes penciled pages and adds an edge : shot ata solo project. 
and light WHY HE'LL HIT IT BIG: “I hand picked Caldwell 
shading that [lt Ki, because he's shown more promise than any other 
won't overtake 3 artist I've ever run across,” says Michael Turner. 
the penciler but “He impressed me when we first met, but now 
complements what's he blows me away.” 
already on the page. WHAT I'VE LEARNED FROM MIKE: “Mike's a 
WAY HELL HIT IT reat businessman. He's really helped me with 
BIG: “He's a young my finances. It's weird to suddenly have a job 
guy with a lot of and money-Mike's the guy who's making me 
raw talent,” says Silvestri, “For his age, he's very tal- into an adutt in terms of money. Without him 
ented. He draws great women. He's got his own style \ couldn't balance a checkbook-in fact, 
and that's important.” | wouldn't even have a 
WHAT I'VE LEARNED FROM MARG: “Marc makes savings account.” 
me laugh, He's a charismatic guy. He walks into a WHAT'S NEXT: Caldwell 
room and makes it a show. There's nobody better continues to do backgrounds on 
at talking to people than him. |just wish | could pick 7 Fathom as quickly as Turner turns out 
‘wp women like he can.” pages, and while there's no plans 
WHAT'S NEXT: “More practice-I was blessed to be for another project yet, the artist says 
able to pencil and ink, most artists can't do both. | he'll continue to be visible after Fathom 
really want to pencil, though, so I'm focusing on that.” ends in June. 
MY DREAM PROJEGT: “Cyberforce, man! I'd love to ‘MY DREAM PROJEGT: “1 want to work 
get my hands on Marc's old book. If had that, my , with Brian Michael Bendis, | love his stuff. If 
‘ife would be complete.” there’s any way | can work with him, I'd do it.” 
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RV. VALDEZ 


AGE: 25. 
PROTEGE 10: Andy Park 
HOW { GOT INTO TOP GOW: “! was just showing my stuff at San Diego and | know 


Andy Park, we went to school together, Matt Hawkins saw me atthe con and asked 


me to come in, I've been here ever since,” 


PROJEGT: Working on different interpretations of characters for the How 
to Draw series of books by Chris Hart, published by Watson-Guptil. Valdez also pen- 2 


ciled two collector cards for the recent Fathom Trading Card Set. 
WHAT YOU GAN EXPEGT: Valdez, who used to share studio space with Park, doesn’t 


Just copy the Tomb Raider artist's style but also has shades of David Finch’s fine: 


pencil style and Joe Benitez's ability to draw the hottest women around in his work 
RY. may turn out to be the first Top Cow artist to take an amalgam of Cow styles 
to form his own amazing look. 

WHY HE'LL HIT IT BIG: “RLV, works really hard,” said Park, “He does his resea 
and is always asking questions, He's ahvays looking to learn and improv 
thinks his stuf is good enough and that keeps him wanting to do better and bet 
ter. His work ethic isthe best Ive ever seen.” 


WHAT I'VE LEARNED FROM ANDY: “Andy and | are pretty tight. He's taught me how 


to deal with people and not talk behind people's backs-this is 

4 small industry and things get back to people, He just told 

me to be up front with people.” 

WHAT'S NEXT:"! just finished an eight-page Witehblade “ 
story. 'm still working on storytelling 

and getting ready. I'm also story- i 
boating an independent film in a few 


want to work on 
Ripclaw. He's an amazing character. | wish | 
could just touch the whole Cyberforce crew.” 


er 


ld, house colorist for Top Cow. 

“My husband (Joel Gomez, a former Top Cow pencil- 
ally interning here. | just poked my head around in the coloring 
production noticed me-it led to a lot of grunt work but 


NT JEGT: Colorist on Darkness #1/2 and various Top Cow conven- 


TYOU GT: Studying within Top Cow’s in-house coloring department 
has allowed Sotelo to focus on the high tech end of coloring. Using computer pro- 
grams and digital effects have let the colorist make books like Darkness look gritty 
and dark while other projects shine with light and intense color, 

\ l “Beth has the most promising ideas in coloring I've seen 
in awhile,” says Steigerwald. “She thinks of things no one else would. She going to 


help change the way wedocolrng t's excing to watch er work” 


HAT LEARNED FROM PETER: “I can function on four hours of sleep. And 


{trust me i's a valuable tool here at the Cow. People keep teling me it's worth it-1 


hope they're not ying to me.” 
oh Look for Sotelo to do coloring work for Heavy Metal magazine soon. 
)ROJEGT: “It'd be so cool to work with Dave Finch but that’s a 


+ ways off-my husband's a penciler so to do something with him would be a dream 


come true,” @® 


Staff Writer Mike Cotton was rejected from several appren- 
ticeships on the grounds that he was too “gassy.” 


SHETHAS SEENTEQUNTLESS WON 
SURVIVED FOR HUNDREDSIOB CENTURIES, 
EZZINUHAS|EELT HERIGARESS, 


FOUGHT) HERINELUENGES 
y 


TANDITESVETRELWTHETGURN 
STHRLUNIVERSE)ENTIRES 


THE UNIVERSE 1S AWAKENING. 
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With “STAR WARS: INFINITIPS; Dark Horse 


bakes the Familiar Lucas mythology and 
asks Ghe question: ‘What if..?" 


BY CASEY SEIJAS 


vw 


hat if Greedo had gotten the drop on Han Solo and killed him 
in “Star Wars: A New Hope”? Or what if the droids had been \ 
destroyed while crash landing on Tatooine? Better yet, what if (\ 
the Ewoks tore into Luke, Han and Chewbacca in 
“Return of the Jedi” like they were a bucket of KFC? 


If these events actually happened, then the Star Wars saga that millions 
of fans have come to love would have a radically different story and end- 
ing all together. Hence the concept behind Dark Horse’s upcoming 
four-issue mini-series Star Wars: Infinities~A New Hope, hitting 
in May. Written by Chris Warner with art by Drew Johnson, 
Jim Royal and Tony Harris, Infinities asks, “How would 
the Star Wars canon be affected had key events played 
out differently?” 

"| think of this along the lines of driving down 
the road and narrowly missing getting hit by 
someone running a stop sign,” explains Warner. 
“Had | left my house one second earlier, would | 
have been hit? How could that have changed my life?” 

‘As for what Star Wars fans can expect, don’t hold your breath for 
outrageous storylines such as “What if Han Solo was a raging alco- 
holic?" or “What if Yoda killed Luke after he wouldn’t share his 
nasty-looking processed food log?” However, fans should look for sub- 
tler changes in the Star Wars mythos and see how they affect the course 


of events. “Al 


“The basic idea of the Infinities line is that any one change in the events “7. j 
A 
(jk 


of a story may drastically affect the outcome of that story,” says Dark 
Horse’s Star Wars editor Dave Land, “With this sort of idea in mind, how 


Caz y za I | 
CROSSED, 
The Star Wars: inFinities Stories We Wanna See! 


What if Han had died during the carbon freezing process? 

After infiltrating Jabba the Hut’s palace, Leia works to rescue her beloved 
Han...only too late, Leia swears vengeance and sets out on a lethal race 
against her brother, the winner to face down the man they both blame forall 
their pain: their father, Darth Vader! 


What if ALL the Bounty Hunters found Han & the Falcon crew at the 
same time? 

Not wanting to share the insane reward money, which prevents each other 
from handing over the Rebels, Boba Fett, 1G-88, Dengar & Co. quickly find 
themselves at odds with an impatient and angry Empire. Now with a mutual 
enemy, the Aliance finds unexpected alles in the fight against the Dark Side 


What if the Imperial Probe Droid had killed Chewie and Han on Hoth? 
Tough break for the Rebels. With Han and Chewie dead, that means the 
rescue attempt to save Luke isa failure and young Skywalker is Wampa food 
With the three franchise players down, the Rebels (and Yoda's) final hope 
will est onthe shoulders ofthe last true Jel Lea, 


What if Anakin had lost the pod race to Sebulba? 4 
Anakin reveals his dark side by lashing out with the Force and 
murdering Sebulba, Shocked at what he's seen, Qui-Gon stays ~ 
ai Tatooine to train Anakin under the calming eye of his mother 

All goes well until Darth Maul arrives, murders Qui-Gon & 

Shmi and takes the boy to train...and one day fight 

together after they kill Palpatine. 


What if Jabba had survived the ambush 
by Luke and Lando at the Sarlace Pits? 

At the fist sign of trouble, Jabba slips out and 
watches as his men, ships and loot get blown to 
bits. Enraged, the crime lord pulls together the 
last of his resources and wages a suicidal war 
against Luke & the Rebellion, culminating in a 
four-way battle on Endor with the Ewoks, the 
Rebel Aliance and the Empire. 


H 
What if Greedo had shot first..and last? \ 
With Han dead at the hands of the cantina thug + 
and Chewbacca grieving his friend, there's no 4 


Millennium Falcon to save Luke during the Death \ 
Star run. Kiss good-bye to Yavin IV AND Leia, 

making the crippled Alliances’ last hope the t 
mysterious Jedi master known as Yoda, 


What if Luke and Leia got their freak on 

before finding out they were related? 

The two, who “really don't see anything wrong 

with it,” pack up and move to the back woods 

of Mississippi and raise a bunch of 24-toed young ‘ins. 
“Yee-haw!” says Luke, MCS 
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would the slightest change in the events of a story like Star Wars 
affect the outcome of a mythology that’s known and accepted by 


the world?” 

The series opens up as Luke Skywalker leads the Rebel assault 
on the Death Star during the events of “A New Hope,” with the 
obvious question of whether or not Luke's torpedoes hit their mark 
in the forefront. Yet several other questions concerning major 

characters—Han Solo, Princess Leia and the droids R2-D2 

and C-3PO—make up the heart of story, but Lucasfilm 
and Dark Horse are keeping those twists under tight wraps. 
Warner feels that the end of the first-ever “Star Wars” 
movie is by far the best place to begin Infinities. 

“This is why I chose to diverge at a moment near the 
end of ‘A New Hope,’ so that Luke, Han, Leia, the 
droids and so on, would already have established rela- 
tionships forged under trying circumstances,” says 
Warner. "Their feelings for one another are central 
to the manner in which the story plays out.” 

So how do the bigwigs at Lucasfilm feel about Dark 
Horse basically rewriting their most popular films of 
all time? “Lucasfilm has seen the stories and they've 
been very receptive to them,” says Land. “Continuity 
is very important to the Star Wars saga, but | think 

the good folks at Lucasfilm are excited about the pos- 
sibilities that Infinities offers and are interested to see 
what kind of reaction it gets.” 

‘With that in mind, readers can only hope and pray that 

Dark Horse will get crankin’ on a “What if Leia couldn't 

get out of that slave-girl outfit?” story. () 


(aq A DEADLY HUNT 


Mutants and assassins abound 
in the most eagerly anticipated 
animated series of the year! 


Action Fae. on to your seats 
as the hit PI aystation® game 

comes to home video in a stunning 

NEW animated series! 


Make sure to run out and ge 


t 
Par copy of ARC THE LAD today! 
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RE-CREATING 


 CHAGS! 


twentysomething male in a black T-shirt slips through 
the crowd at the annual Pittsburgh Comicon, He's 
‘a man on a mission, Making his way through the 
ever-present swarm buzzing about the Chaos! booth, 
he sidles up to the company's founder, Brian Pulido, 
and respectfully asks for an autograph. 

But no paper changes hands. 

Instead, the fan rolls up his shirt sleeve. “Would 
J/’ you mind signing my arm?” 

“Sure,” Pulido says, pulling out a pen and scrawl- 

ing his John Hancock on the man's skin 

Two hours later, the fan returns to the booth, again 
approaching Pulido and again exposing his biceps. “He had 
my name tattooed on his arm,” Pulido remembers. 


Such outrageous displays of devotion 

are nothing new to the publisher, who's got 

a photo album brimming with pictures of Chaos! 

images etched into the flesh of fans around the world. 

Those fans—affectionately known as the Fiends— 

have erected more than 100 Websites to pay 

tribute to their fayorite comic company 

y They flock to Pulido’s Arizona headquar- 

ters every October, coming from as far away 

as Germany to attend the company’s 

Halloween party. A pair of Fiends even 

invited the publisher to be the best man 

at the renewal of their wedding vows 
fat this year’s Orlando MegaCon, 

With his skull and crossbones 

approach to comics, Pulido’s succeeded 

in connecting with the black T-shirt 

crowd, capitalizing on the spirit of 

rebellion by crafting an anti-author- 

ity stance the headbangers love. 


Chaos! please the most rabid comic fans 
~ on the face of the planet? » «: 


RISTOPHER LAWRENCE 


The Chaos! Fiends take comic fandom to new heights—they've 
done more than just embrace their favorite company's philosophy, 
they've adopted its rebellious beliefs as a way of life. 

So what's Pulido offering up next to the rabid fans who've loy- 
ally supported Chaos! for the last seven years? 

“'m starting over,” he declares 

With that atom bomb of an announcement, Chaos! will down- 
play its trademark blood and big boobs formula for New Visions, 
an all-encompassing revitalization plan that'll give Lady Death a 
makeover, add hot creative talent to books like Purgatori and expand 
the core line with new titles like July's Legend of the Sage. 

The plan also calls for the further diversification of the Chaos! 
licensing line, combining its already diber-popular WWF books with 
new comics based on some of the most highly anticipated movies 
of the year—‘The Mummy” sequel, a “Rollerball” remake and the 
Friday the 13th franchise to name a few. 

There's another thing New Visions has spawned—questions. 
Plenty of ‘em. And the Chaos! Fiends want answers... 


HAS EVIL ERNIE—ONE OF THE COMP: 
Ck ALLY BEEN KILLED OFF? 
Yep. Ernie, the star of the first Chaos! title, perished in a nuclear 
explosion at the end of the epic 1999 “Armageddon” storyline. And 
though Chaos! will celebrate the character's 10th anniversary later 
this year with a major event, fans shouldn't expect to see the long- 
haired murderer show up in any of the New Vision titles. 

Content-wise, New Visions alters the focus of the stories Chaos! 
produces, moving away from Ernie’s villainous stylings. Where the 
company’s comics haye always been more sympathetic to the bad 
guy's point-of-view, they'll now explore storytelling through the 
anti-hero's perspective, a move Pulido believes will make his books 
more palatable to the general comic-reading audience. 

“Chaos! is known for mega-destructive, nihilistic comics. There 
will always be an element of that for us, but [with New Visions] 
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you'll see a shift there,” Pulido offers. “Yes, you'll see destruction; 
yes, it could be nihilistic, but that activity's more likely to come 
from the villain, not the ‘good guy.” 

“At Chaos!, it used to be the bad supernatural character was our 
subject; now, it's the anti-hero facing the supernatural.” 

Y'S LADY DEATH COMING BACK TO LIFE? 

Because Pulido has been—pardon the pun—dying to make the char- 
acter mortal for a while now, and New Visions offers the perfect 
opportunity to do just that. 

The opportunity’s such a good one that Pulido himself will play 
a role in the character's rebirth, planning and co-plotting April's 
Lady Death: Alive with writer Len Kaminski (Iron Man). 

At the end of Lady Death's last storyline, it looked like the char- 
acter had joined Evil Ernie in the realm of the dead. What actually 
happened is she'd been dispatched to Earth. “To the naked eye, 
she’s no longer pale, pasty and pupil-less," he says. “She's mortal.” 

Sent to our world for a mission she knows nothing about, it 
falls upon the now-blonde, flesh-toned mistress of the macabre to 
unravel the mystery of her new existence. It's a tough road at first, 
but by the fourth issue of the mini-series, the former goddess actu- 
ally starts to like being human. 

“She's going to face a quandary,” Pulido says. “Does she want 
to become a goddess again or to stay mortal?” 

In addition to recrafting Lady Death's status quo, Pulido 
and Kaminski will make an effort to tone down the vio- 
lence—albeit slightly—in the pages of Alive. 

“I don’t want longtime readers to get scared,” Pulido 
says, “I'm not saying she won't resort to violence, 'm 
not saying shell resort to peace. If there is vio- 
lence, | just think the context of it will be different.” 


who's rocking readers with a sonnet-scrib- 
bling serial killer and pulse-pounding police 
action in Image's Violent Messiahs, will use 
some shocking twists to generate the same 
kind of heat in Purgatori. 

The writer, slated for a four-issue sto- 
ryarc starting in June, plops Purgatori in 
modern-day Los Angeles, taking the char- 
acter out of her red-skinned demonic 
form and casting her back into her pre- 
vious human incarnation, 

“She can alter back and forth, a 
David Banner/Hulk thing,” he says. 
“Brian's idea was to humanize her.” 

Prior to New Visions, the charac- 
ter had been a study in ambition, a 
mortal who became 
immortal, then set out to 
wipe out the various 
pantheons as she moved 
toward godhood. 

“I perceived that 
very much as a class 
thing, moving from 
poverty to very rich,” he 
says, "Now it's more about 
her satisfying an internalized 
sense of adventure, dan- 


ger and—to a certain degree—violence." 
The new Purgatori scribe admits he’s walking a fine line with the 
character, trying to tone down his lead’s sometimes overly-violent 
tendencies while still keeping her as dark as always. 
“I want to keep her sexual edge, just have her be less excited 
about murder and mayhem,” said Dysart. “I'm thinking about mak- 
ing her more mischievous, rather than evil. 


Only if Spider-Man and the X-Men have, too. 

Pulido describes New Visions as “Ultimate Chaos!,” likening the 
project to Marvel's recent, super-successful revisions of its most pop- 
ular heroes. “The essence of the characters has not changed 
whatsoever,” he says. “What they're really about—Lady Death is 
about a person who cannot be controlled, who always overcomes— 
that hasn't changed. Some of the glossy exterior? Yes. Some of the 
settings? Yes. But that allows us to explore that character in those envi- 
ronments, It's fun and different.” 

And no, different doesn’t mean mainstream. “Our agenda isn't 
to do peaches and cream comics,” Pulido says. “I have nothing 
against Captain America, but we're not designed to do that.” 

Not only does the publisher believe the New Visions shift will 

broaden the appeal of the Chaos! titles, he says it will keep the 
Chaos! creators and hardcore fans—who've seen little but 
bad guys for seven years—excited. 
“This is a new beginning for us,” he says, “Where 
we're headed is going to rejuvenate the people 
who've been with us for a long time.” 

Not that the hardcore Chaos! fans 
really need the rejuvenation. The cult 
like Fiends follow the company 
religiously, celebrating its characters with a 
zeal unlike anything seen in comics. 
Some use airbrushed images of 
Purgatori and Evil Ernie to cus- 
tomize their cars and trucks, 
one going so far as to 
inscribe “Chaos! 
Comics” into his lowrider's 
whitewall tires. Others construct elaborate bed- 


Fiend even donned a chef's hat in the company’s honor, 
marking Evil Ernie's birthday with a cake shaped like 
a giant version of the Chaos! Smiley Face logo. 

“They're our family,” Pulido says of the Fiends. 
“Chaos! is our common ground.” 


Chaos! 
Pulido's going after an audience a helluva lot 
bigger than the regular comic-buying crowd, and 
he's doing it by canvassing Hollywood, and pop- 
ular culture in general, for the next 
hot property. 

Chaos! struck it big when it 
snagged the World Wrestling 
Federation license, entering 
into a relationship that's 
allowed the company to pro- 


PYRAMID SCHEME 


an Egyptian makeover will inject new life into Purgator 


duce comics based on Stone Cold Steve Austin, Mankind, The Rock and the Undertaker. 

“Ie began innocently,” Pulido says. “A couple of guys in our shipping department 
said, ‘Hey, Brian. You should check out wrestling.” 

The rest, as they say, is history. Chyna hit in August, 2000 and sold out almost 
instantly, numbers bolstered by sales in mainstream venues like Tower Records. The 
success of the book even paved the way for a sequel, Chyna II, which hits in June. 

“We went after the WWF, and yeah, we were surprised by the numbers,” Pulido 
says. “People want it. Not only in our market, but outside it, too.” 

From there, the Chaos! licensing line exploded. The company’s now got partner- 
ships with MGM, Universal and New Line Cinemas, relationships that led to mini-series 
like May's The Mummy Returns, a prequel to the upcoming Fraser film. 

Now Pulido’s hot on the heels of ultra-popular horror properties. He's already 
snagged the Friday the 13th franchise, inking a deal to put out a prequel to “Jason X,” 
the 10th chapter in the Jason saga, which'll hit the big screen this summer. 

‘We go after the properties that seem to bea logical fit for Chaos!,” the publisher 
says. “And we're known for the supernatural and dark.” 

That dark, supernatural style has helped Chaos! survive (and thrive) through its 
first seven years of existence, providing the company the opportunity to give its fans 
something—the sense of anti-authoritarianism, of escape—they can't get anywhere else. 
Pulido vows New Visions will continue to do the same. 

“We're getting into a very homogenized, very vanilla culture, where everything's 
toned down,” the publisher says. “Chaos! is about the spirit of rebellion, and with 
New Visions, we embrace the rebel as a hero. 

“Chaos! is about telling everybody to go jump in a lake,” he concludes. “And | 
think people connect with that.” 


IS Chaos hopes to expand 
its comic presence with titles staring WWF 
superstars The Rock and Chyna (inset) 
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rant Morrison’s playing to every X-fan’s | 
wildest dreams. | 

The Scottish scribe hooks up with 
writer Joe Casey and artists lan Churchill 
and Frank Quitely to take over Marvel’s 
core X-titles Uncanny X-Men and the 
renamed New X-Men this May. And 
with the reputation for high-octane 
action Morrison established on DC's JLA | 
from 1996 to 2000, he'll give readers | 
everything they want and nothing | 
they’re prepared for. 

“People will get the X-Men they 
have always dreamed of, but they 
won’t expect it,” he says. “The X- 
Men will be exactly the way you see 
the X-Men in your head, but in every 
issue, you'll say, ‘My God. I didn’t | 
expect that to happen.” | 

Morrison and Quitely’s New X-Men 
will focus on a team that consists of | 
Professor X, Cyclops, Jean Grey, Beast, 


ne/Jdean Gre 


| have thought would take place,” Casey | 


| Casey, Quitely and Churchill in an |) 


aS 


BCE SOR OTE Ca 
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Wolverine, Emma Frost and two new 
X-Men—Angel and the Man from Room | 
X—and deal with the school side of the 
X-equation. Casey and Churchill's | 
Uncanny, on the other hand, will deal | 
with more political-style conflict, fol- | 
lowing the exploits of Archangel, | 
Iceman, Nightcrawler, Chamber and 
Wolverine as they range around the 
globe. “We’re going to do some things | 
with characters that you never would | 


says. “The kind of stuff a lot of fans 

have talked about to themselves for 

years. We’re actually going to do it.” 
Wizarp sat down with Morrison, | 


effort to get the lowdown on the new 
X-Men: the characters, the costumes 
and the behind-the-scenes info that’Il 
make May one of the momentous 
months in X-history. 


ss lea ems ee a 
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SUBJECT 


A living byproduct of the mysterious 
‘Weapon X program, the man known 
only as Logan bears an unbreakable 
adamantium-laced skeleton, complete 
‘with retractable claws. Tack that onto 
his mutant power—enhanced senses 
and an accelerated healing factor—and 
Wolverine'’s a fighting force to be 
reckoned with. 


Credit for Wolverine’s new design goes 
to New X-Men artist Frank Quitely. 
Though he wears the team’s official 
Uniform jacket, his coat lacks the large, 
Day-Glo yellow panels."His jacket’s got 
the same X-paneling,” Quitely says."But 
it's more plain black.” 


Morrison's got big plans in store for 
Logan—and his mutant powers. ‘Some of 
the stuff I've thought about,..what 
Wolverine can actually do having a 
healing factor. It’s amazing,” he teases.“I'm 
not going to tell you the story idea I've 
got, but it's one of the best ones ever. 
Nobody's ever thought of it before.” 


SUBJECT 


The wheelchair-bound Professor 
Charles Xavier, head of Xavier's School 
for Gifted Youngsters, is the Earth's 
foremast telepath. 


Professor X will take a much more 
prominent role in New X-Men,as writer 
Grant Morrison will be focusing more 
heavily on the school aspect of the 
team, “The Avengers is like a football 
team, the Justice League is the United 
Nations and the Fantastic Four is a 
family,” he says."Each of those things 
has got a core concept. With the 
X-Men, it was a school!” 


Though X-editor Mark Powers says fans 
can expect to see a "more aggressive” 
Xavier, the Professor won't necessarily be 
joining his students on all of their field 
missions. “That's more for physical 
reasons than anything else.” the editor 
says.He will be directing things, though.” 


‘Churchill likes a maskless Wolverine. "He a 
very interesting character to play with, and | 
always thought the mask held him back in 
‘that respect. He's very distinctive, as the 
movie proved.” Churchill laughs that going 
without it makes the Canuck more difficult 


bye-bye.As in his earlier days, Wolyerine’s 
gonna stir up trouble among his X- 
‘teammates. In other words, don't be 
‘surprised if the tension level between Logan 
and team leader Cyclops skyrockets. 


Wolverine willl appear in both New X-Men 
and Uncanny X-Men. Both Morrison and 
Casey's Wolverine will be more in the spirit 
of his earlier days from the 1970s.“He will 
be a wildcard:” X-editor Mark Powers says. 
You won't know what he's going to do” 


Though no final decision’s been made, 
Morrison has reportedly considered having 
Professor X come out of the closet, so to 
speak, and announce his status as a mutant 
‘to the world at large. 


‘With the Professor's new battle togs, 
Morrison and Quitely were striving to give 
the character a martial-arts, sensei look. 
“Grant had been thinking of Professor X's 
school and Magneto’s Brotherhood as two 
warring dojos,” Quitely says. "The sensei | 
look kind of tied in with that approach, that 
of the teacher.” 


© Humanity will take ona new 
face in New X-Men.‘ There are 
humans out there who want to 
be part of the mutant race," 
Powers reveals."“And they: 
subject themselves to grotesque 
‘experiments aimed at making 
‘them more than human. 


SUBJECT 


Professor X's first student, Scott 
Summers has an uncontrollable mutant 
oncussive energy beams that 
are emitted directly from his eyes. 
Cyclops’ force blasts are kept in check 
through the use of a ruby quartz visor, 


Cyclops’ uniform was really the basis 
for the overall team look, which began. 
with an Idea from Morrison. The writer 
ran across some black leather/rubber 
gear with day-glo panels on the Internet 
and combined that look with the 
influence of the "X-Men" movie. 


“Cyclops was an orphan who had a 
power he could not control. The only 
person who has ever helped him in his 
life is Professor X,” Powers says."He 
totally believes in what Xavier is doing, 
and will do anything to help further that.” 


SUBJECT: 


| 
A telepath and a telekinetic, Jean Grey 


isa founding member of the X-Men and 
married to Cyclops. 


Jean's uniform is basically the same as 
Cyclops’."But where Cyclops will always 
have his jacket zipped up so you can'see 
the X properly on the front,” Quitely 
suggests, “I don't suspect Jean will be 
quite as image conscious” 


Marital problems or dream sequence? 
Yes, Jean's still married to Scott, but the 
cover to Uncanny X-Men #394 has Jean 
and Wolverine lip-locked. X-editor 
Powers can only smile,"‘Stay tuned..." 


\ Art by Frank Quitely 


Though he’s the team’s straight-shooting, 
no-nonsense field leader, Morrison refers to 
Cyclops as the New X-Men’s “space cadet” 


Noticing Cyclops’ visor had gotten heavier- 
looking since its initial version, Morrison 
asked Quitely to design something 
considerably narrower and sleeker. don't 
know if that has anything to do with the 
current '80s revival,” Quitely says,“or if ts 
just for want of a change!” 


During Morrison and Quitely’s second, 
issue, Cyclops will find himself side-by-side 
with Wolverine in the midst of a Sentinel 
attack,“In a second, Cyclops gets into full 
battle mode,” Powers reveals. He's giving 
orders, saying,'Do this, do that! and 
Wolverine, half-joking, half-serious, says 
‘What | like most about you is your insane 
calm in the face of chaos! That sums up 
Scott perfectly.” 


Morrison's Jean Grey is a more confident 
character, fact that’s laid out in one of his 
early issues. Xavier's in the midst of 
explaining something to Jean and she breaks 
in:"l’m not Scott," she says."So don't talk to 
me like that. Tell me the truth,” 


Jean doesn’t share her husband's amazing 
reverence for Professor X. ‘Where Cyclops 
looks up to the Professor as a father figure,” 
Powers says,''She considers herself more of, 
a peer of Xavier's.” 


Jean will be the good girl of the New 
X-Men team. She's one of Xavier's core 
people and, like her movie counterpart, 
she'll be serving as a teacher at the school. 


Quitely designed|Jean with some pretty 
big shoes to fil. Or at least big soles, 
because the artist thought they looked. 
nice.""Anytime 'm ever choosing 
footwear, it's always purely for the look 
he laughs."‘These people are so good at 
everything they do, anyway. I'm sure 
they're just as good in high heels 


ARCHANGEL 


ROSS REDESTGNS 
THE x= MEN! 


Did you know Alex Ross was hired to do some redesigns of the X-Men? Although 
Marvel chose not to go with them, you can see what he came up with in Wizaro’s all- 
new X-MEN SPECIAL. Also see a complete Q&A with all the new X-creators, previews 
of the kickoff X-Men comics and the best X-stories ever! 

On sale April 25 at comic stores and on sale May 8 at newsstands! Reserve your 


copy now! 


SUBJECT: 


CHAMBER 


PLAN X 


May's gonna be a massive month for the X-Men, as Marvel 
unveils new creative teams, new costumes and new pow- 
ers for its Merry Mutants. How’s it all gonna tie together? 
Take a look... 


When Grant Morrison and Frank Quitely’s run begins, the Marvel Universe 
is in the throes of a new mutant phenomenon. Mutant births are on the 
rise, and a lot of strange things will have happened, including the further 
‘mutation of already-existing mutants. 

And on the off chance that won't cause enough havoc, Morrison will 
sound the death toll for humanity, revealing scientists have discovered 
the extinction gene inside the members of the human race, 

“Humankind will be extinct within four generations, and suddenly, 
they all go, ‘Now what?’ The basic idea ! wanted to go with is that mankind 
is in trouble, reversing the last 40 years of the X-Men where it’s the 
‘mutants who were in trouble,” Morrison says. “With that, the war between 
‘man and mutant heats up outrageously.” 

It's a war that'll draft some new soldiers: a new Angel and the Man 
from Room X. 

Angel appears in the writer's second arc. “She's one of those kids you 
see on Jerry Springer saying, ‘I'm a bad ass,’ She just wakes up in this 
cocoon one morning,” he says. “She's got fly wings and she can vomit and 
do all this horrible fly-type stuff.” 
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Details on The Man from Room 
X remain scarce. “He's the first 
mutant,” Morrison hints, “And we'll 
find out at the end of the year that 
he has the most deadly secret of all” 


aw X-Men deals with events 
in and around Xavier's School, 
Uncanny X-Men thrusts the other 
team into global adventures, dealing 
with political topics like ethnic cleansing and hate crimes. 

“Its taking the core X-Men concept and looking at it from just a 
slightly skewed angle,” writer Joe Casey says, 

{In their first issue, Casey and lan Churchill will introduce a teen named 
Warp Savant, a mutant with the power to take things in his general vicin- 
ity and draw them directly into his brain, 

Keeping with the theme of their book, the Uncanny creators will sic 
the villain named Mr. Clean, a genetic cleanser, on mutantkind. 

“He's basically a version of a white supremacist,” the writer says, “He 
hates mutants. He wants to kill them, burn them off the face of the earth, 

“That's more what the villains that we're going to introduce will lean 
‘to, more of that sort of hate-crime stuff.” m@ CL 


TRANSFORMING 


Each episode + 30 minutes/Color/$19.95 each. 


Also available on VHS. 
HOME VIDEO 


INTO STORES 


MAY 8,201. / 


Ui} 


AUDIT 


OPEN 


“WIZARD 
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‘0, Joe! That’s right, real American 
eo Eighties nostalgia is running 

yampant right now, and G.I. Joe— 
whether it’s the comics, the toys or the 
cartoon—captured our imaginations when we 
were kids. Twenty years later, and it’s time to 
bring the Joes back to life—on the big screen! So 
pack up your gear, grab a six-pack of Yo Joe 
Cola and load your M-16, ‘cuz it’s time to go into 
battle with G.I. Joe—Wrzarp-style! 


RAY PARK as SNAIKE-EYES 
‘Comic book movies are old hat for Park 
(“X-Men," "Star Wars: Phantom 
Menace"), and he's got all the right 
martial art moves to portray the Joes’ 
deadliest ninja. Plus, Snake-Eyes is mute, 
so we wouldn't have to worry about 
Park’s Scottish accent! 


WESLEY SWIPES as 
STALKER 
Stalker is the baddest 
LAURA PREPON as ) eee 
SCARLETT A eee 
We wanted to go younger Pears tacts 
for the ass-kickin’ Southern training—should play the 
belle. Laura Prepon (“That Gates 
710s Show”) fits the bill to a 
tee thanks to her towering 
physical presence and 
fiery demeanor. (We'll 
worry about the Southern 
accent later). 


my _ KURT RUSSELL as FLINT 
Kurt Russell has played a 
lovable badass in practically 
every film he’s ever made 
("‘Soldier,” “Escape from 
New York"), so he’s a natural 
to take on the role of Flint, 
the lovable top infantryman 
of the Joes. 


fj MICHAEL CLARKE DUNCAN as 

« ROADBLOCK 
Roadblack fires a .60 caliber 
heavy machine with one 
hand, and that feat demands 
aman of giant strength. So 
why not cast Michael Clarke 
Duncan (‘‘The Green Mile") 
aman who is literally a 
human roadblock? 


HOWIE LONG 


possessing an iron will to lead. 
Former NFL great Howie Long, 
boasts just such a résumé. 


CATHERINE BELL a: 


Catherine Bell suits up in 
fatigues every week as one of 
the military's finest lawyers in 
‘J.A.G.” Now she'll get a 

l| chance to suit up and kick 
Cobra ass as the Joes’ 
resident intelligence expert. 


In our minds, no one else could pull 

off the moves of the redeemed but 
deadly ninja Storm Shadow as well as 
Jet Li, the Hong Kong action star who 
kicked ass in “Lethal Weapon 4.” 


The mercurial Oldman plays psycho 

villains (‘“Hannibal,” “The Professional”) 
to perfection, and can easily pull off 
playing the evil, cunning leader of the 
terrorist organization known as Cobra! 
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Zarana, the chaos- 
causing leader of the 
Dreadnoks (after Zartan 
flaked out and went his 
own way), sports a 
shocking mane of pink 
hair, so she could easily 
be played by pop- 
singing sensation Pink. 


evil intent and sexuality 
and she sported black 
leather for her role as Jean Grey in 
“X-Men,” so she’s a perfect choice to play 
Destro's leading lady and second-in- 
\\ command of Cobra. 
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LAURENCE FISHBURNE as 
Yeah, Destro's supposed to be a Scottish lord, but 
we'd opt for a cool voice to go with that sinister- 
looking metal mug. For that, you’d need the ultra- 
cool Lawrence Fishburne (‘The Matrix”) to give 
voice to Cobra’s weapons maker. | 


Mike Cotton, Andy Serwin, 
Dan Reilly and James 
McDonough all contributed 
to this Casting Call. 


CATTLE DRIVE 


Ton Cow Productions stampedes Hollywood with seven film/TV projects 


p Cow loves it when a plan comes together. 

e after conquering comics and ruling the racks with 

HEE hits such as Darkness, Witchblade and Fathom, Top 
Cow’s branching out to take over Hollywood. 

“Comics will always be our first goal at Top Cow,” said 
Image co-founder and Top Cow head honcho Marc Silvestri. 
“But comics aren't all we're interested in. And since we're 
right here in L.A., why not make some movies, too?” 

After TNT's huge success with last summer's “Witchblade” 
television movie starring Yancy Butler as Sara Pezzinni—look 
for the first of 13 first-run episodes to debut sometime in 
June—movie and TV execs have been banging down the 
Cow’s door. And the Cow's been banging right back. 

Already, the company has snatched up the rights to 
the “A-Team” movie, based on the popular '80s NBC 
series of the same name. Written by Kevin Brodbin (‘The 
Glimmer Man’), “A-Team” represents a dream come true 
for Silvestri. 

“We're all really excited about what's going on here,” 
Silvestri said. ‘The ‘A-Team’ movie won't be a comedy, but 
it'll definitely be a lighter action-adventure movie. It'll have 


COW POKES The beloved A-Team could get 
the feature film treatment, thanks to Top Cow. 


action like ‘Mission Impossible.’ It's a dream to do, used to 
watch ‘The A-Team’ all the time. After ‘Charlie's Angels’ did 
so well, I'm sure this one will make it. We want to update it 
but keep its same feel—it won't be dark, it'll be a four- or 
five-guy buddy movie.” 

Also in the early planning stages is a TV series based on 
the Magdalena series by Joe Benitez and Marcia Chen. Silvestri 
said that while he’s very happy with the “Witchblade” movie 
and that the series has been picked up f 
or 18 episodes this summer, the 
“Magdalena” series will be closer to 
the comic book fans are used to. 

Another feature on the launch 
pad is the John Woo project, “The 
Cleaner.” Although it's not a comic 
book property, “The Cleaner” is 
another idea that came out of Top 
Cow's studio environment. 

“This is one of the pro- 
jects I'm the most excited 
about,” Silvestri said. “It's 
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BEHOLD... 
FORESHORTENINGS, 


not based ona comic, butit's a great story ofa guy who ‘cleans’ 
crime scenes and plays with reality. And John Woo? Working with 
him in any capacity is a real treat.” 

Long-time television writer J. Michael Straczynski has also 
brought a ton of attention to Top Cow with his two comic series 
Rising Stars and Midnight Nation—both of which have raised 
eyebrows in Hollywood. In fact, Rising Stars, which tells the 24- 
part story of 113 people gifted with special powers, has already 
been optioned by MGM and, according to Straczynski, might be 
one ofa series of epic films. 

“When they first brought it to me they told me they wanted 
a trilogy of movies,” said Straczynski, who's writing the screen- 
play for the films. “I gave them an idea of what happened in 
each act and they went nuts for it. In fact, they told me to make 
the script more like the comics.” 

Midnight Nation, which focuses on a detective who's search- 
ing for his soul, has only seen five issues printed, but already both 
TV and movie companies have expressed interest in the project. 

Also still in what is often referred to as “development hell” 
is Mike Turner’s long awaited “Fathom” movie. According to 
Silvestri, the project is still at Fox Animation, but with the script 
finished it could be converted into a live-action film with just a 
few small tweaks. 

“ think Mike [Turner] still wants to see Fathom as an ani- 
mated movie,” said Silvestri. "But with special effects as 
advanced as they are, there's no telling how good a ‘Fathom’ 
live action would look.” 

With Top Cow becoming a huge player in Hollywood cir- 
cles, Silvestri wants to make sure fans know the company won't 
forget about its comic shop fans. 

“Top Cow was founded to make comics," Silvestri said. 
“We'll never give that up. In fact, expect more of the same— 
just with some bonuses like video games and movies 

added in." ll MIKE COTTON 


et THELIST 


Hey, if Top Cow's gonna produce “The A-Team” feature 

film, we're so there! That’s one TV property that'd kick 

ass on the big screen. 

But here’s the kicker-the Cow has to let us cast 
! Here’s who we'd like to see take over the roles of 

our favorite mercenaries! 


THEN << > NOW 


Bi] Tommy Lee Jones could pull 
this part off in his sleep. He's 
got the military background in 
films like “Rules of Engage- 
iment” and he's done over-the- 
top camp in “Batman Forever.” 
Both elements are necessary 
to portray the gruff but lovable 


Colonel John Hannibal Smith. 
B.A. BARACUS 


Ving Rhames busted heads 
in “Pulp Fiction,” he played it 
cool in “Out of Sight,” and he 
played it smart in “Mission; 
Impossible.” All three are 
key ingredients to play the 
‘A-Team’s resident badass Mr. 
Fixit, B.A. Baracus. 


This was far and away the eas- 
jest pick in the bunch. Howlin’ 
Mad was well known for his 
manic antics, and who does 
ants better than Jim Carrey? 
If youve seen Carrey in any of 
his comedy roles (“Dumb and 
Dumber,” “The Mask,” “Me, 
Myself and Irene”), then you 


now this isa no-brainer, 
TEMPLETON PECK, THE FACE MAN 


The Face Man was revered for 
his ability to get anything he 
wanted including all the hot 
babes he could ever desire, If 
there's one guy in Hollywood 
who owns a golden tongue and 
can do the same, it’s George 
Clooney (“Out of Sight”) 


GEORGE CLOONEY 


june 2001 


PAUL DINI GETS HIS ‘JAY’ IN THE SUN 


Schreck, Hamill and mystery Marvel hero also nab mini movie roles 


ive him credit for one thing: 
Kevin Smith is true to his word. 
After giving Marvel Comics Edi- 
tor-in-Chief Joe Quesada a bit part 


was given to another actor. “Kevin felt 
kinda bad, so he said, ‘Well, ad-lib 
something else.’ We came up with some- 
thing new on the spot. It was a hoot.” 


in his new flick, “Jay and Silent Bob 
Strike Back," the fanboy filmmaker 
vowed he'd start “casting from the 
DC talent pool.” 

And he did. Bob Schreck, Smith's 
editor on Green Arrow, has made a 


; | Dini had a hoot in another way, 
too—working with “Star Wars” actor 


qi 


¥. 


ba and longtime friend Mark Hamill, who 


— does the voice of the Joker for Dini’s 
L “Batman” cartoons. Although specifics 


of Hamill's part are under wraps, Dini 


cameo appearance in the film, and 
“Batman Adventures” co-creator Paul 
Dini has also grabbed some face time 
in front of the camera. 

“[was thrilled and delighted,” said 
Dini. Butit didn’t come without its minor 
difficulties. Dini had two lines, which he 
said he “rehearsed all weekend.” But 
upon reaching the set, one of his lines 


SILENT MOVIE Don't expect many quiet moments 
of introspection in “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back, 


did mention that Hamill plays “a clas- 
sic bad guy, just like the Joker.” 

And that ain’t all. On day 40 of pro- 
duction, Smith got final approval for 
an actual Marvel Comics character 
to make a cameo appearance. No, it 
ain't Spider-Man, whose rights are 
held by Sony. "But it is a character 
close to my heart," Smith said. 

“Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back” is due in theaters August 10. 
JIM McLAUCHLIN 


‘UNLIMITED’ OPPORTUNITY 
TV’s Justice League Unlimited crashes into regular DC Universe 


if Harley Quinn can do it, why not the Justice League Mr. Miracle), an Amazonian-like warrior from New Gene- 
Unlimited? sis and the team’s second-in-command; Micron, a young 
Following in the footsteps of everyone's favorite mis- African-American man whose atomic powers allow him to 
chievous minx, the JLU makes the big jump fromthe small change size at will; Aquagirl, who possesses all 
screen to the printed page this May. the powers of her father, the former Sea King Aquaman; 
The Justice League Unlimited first appeared on the | Warhawk, an amped-up version of Hawkman; and Green 


Kids’ WB! cartoon series “Batman Beyond” last fall in 
a two-parter called “The Call,” which featured a futur- 


istic Justice League team court- 


the team in order to fer- 
ret out a traitor. The JLU 
now cross over to the 
comic universe of Bat- 
man Beyond when they 
debut in issue #21 to 
help Batman battle a 
new villain called 
Blacklight. 

Leading the JLU 
is an older, wiser, 
even more power- 
ful Superman—who 
bears more than a pass- 
ing resemblance to his 
Kingdom Come persona. 
‘The rest of the team con- 
sists of familiar heroes 
with new twists: Big 
Barda (a.k.a. the wife of 


ing Terry McGinnis to join S 


i 
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THE JLU (L to R) Big Barda, Gr 
Superman, Wath 


Lantern, an 8-year-old 
Asian child who may be 
the next Dalai Lama. 

But don’t send ina 
check for your sub- 
scription to a JLU 
comic just yet. DC 
said there are cur- 
rently no plans for the 
JLU to show up in the 
}) mainstream DC Uni- 
verse, and even future 
| appearances can’t be 
guaranteed. 

There’s still hope, 
though. Remember— 
Harley Quinn even- 
tually made the 
jump from the 
“Batman: The Ani- 
mated Series” TV show to 
mainstream DC comics. 
And it only took her 


seven years. Ml DEANNA DESTITO 
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TRAILERS... 


:’ John Schneider, star of the cult-classic TV show 
“The Dukes of Hazzard,” joins the cast of the WB's “Smallville,” the show 
based on the adventures of a young Clark Kent. Schneider will play Clark's 
adoptive father, Jonathan Kent. In other casting moves, Cynthia Ettinger 
portrays Martha Kent, Michael Rosenbaum lands the role of the young Lex 
Luthor and Sam Jones Ill has been cast to play Pete Ross. 

0 The Acclaim Comics’ property Bloodshot is being 
developed as a feature film by Brigade Entertainment, possibly with WWF 
‘Superstar Triple H in mind for the part of the superpowered assassin, The 
treatment of the film is being written by none other than Brian Azzarello, 
writer of such Vertigo/DG hits as Helblazer and 100 Bullets. 

‘S NBA superstar 

Shaquille 0' Neal of the Los Angeles Lakers will 
make a guest appearance on an episode of the 
Kids’ WB! Saturday morning cartoon “Static 
Shock” next season, Shaq will portray himself 
in the story. This is the second time O'Neal has 
flirted with superheroics. In 1997, the self-pro- 
fessed Superman nut played Steel in the feature 
film of the same nam 

! Jhonen 
Vasquez, best known for his work on cult comic hits like aay the Homi- 
cidal Maniac, | Feel Sick and SQUEE! for Slave Labor Graphics, has a new 
show running on Nickelodeon called “Invader Zim.” Vasquez serves as 
head writer for the show, which tells the story of a bumbling alien invader 
who masquerades as an elementary school kid to pave the way for 
his home planet to take over Earth, The show debuted March 30 in the 
9 p.m. (EST) timeslot, Check out your local TV listings for more program- 
ming info. 


ACTION? 


LK In a published report in Entertainment 
Weekly director Ang Lee and producer James Schamus discussed the 
possibility that the Hulk character in the live-action film could be entirely 
computer generated. According to Schamus: “If we do it, it’s only because 
we believe that we can create a superhero-monster movie nobody has 
ever seen before,” 

ZZ Warner Bros. reportedly has plans to release all of 
the ie action “Batman” in time for the Christmas season, both in sepa- 
rate packaging and as part of a boxed set. Stay tuned for updates on spe- 
a felts and Easter eggs. 

TANIA Want your very own souvenir from the upcoming 
Perl flick “Tomb Raider”? Well then pick up the official movie poster! 
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This awesome poster-sporting an image of the beautiful Angelina Jolie, who 
plays Lara Croft in the film—can be yours in an exclusive offer right in this 
very issue of Wizaro! Head over to page 119 for details! Speaking of sou- 
venirs, did Jolie pick up anything cool while shooting all over the globe? 
“have a snakeskin fram Cambodia,” Jolie notes, “I also have the bungee 
harness that the prop department gave me. And I'm also having the guns 
a over, because | got really, really close to them. | want them here with 
e.” Home intruders take note: Steer clear of the Jolie household! 

! According to recent buzz, Scott Bakula, who 
played a time sane Scientist on the cult hit TV show “Quantum Leap,” 
is reportedly in talks to play the lead role in the new upcoming Star Trek 
TV show, which could possibly air on NBC, the home of the original “Star 
Trek” series starring William Shatner and Leonard Nimoy. 


LARA GROET 


(IME 


AIDEN 


3’ NOTES Patrick Warburton, star of the upcoming Fox series “The Tick” 
and best known for his role as Puddy on “Seinfeld,” has reportedly been 
offered the role of Will Smith's partner in “Men in Black 2.” In other cast- 
ing news, Rosario Dawson (“Josie & the Pussycats”) is in negotiations to 
play the female lead in the sequel (and a possible love interest for Smith?). 

Y Dan Cortese, best known for his work on MTV Sports, has 
signed on to play the male lead in the upcoming Fox pilot based on Scott 
Lobdell’s comic series Ball & Chain, Cortese, who also did a comedic stint 
on NBC's “Veronica's Closet,” plays the husband in a feuding married cou- 
ple that gains superpowers. The catch? The duo, who hate one another, 
can vonly work their powers successfully when they're together. 

5 Columbia Pictures has approved the pitch from Todd 
McFarlane on the “Spawn” movie sequel. The movie now moves into the 
very early stages of pre-production, meaning the script is being worked 
on... The “Zen: Intergalactic Ninja” film from Surge Entertainment is set 
to begin shooting principal photography in China this summer. . .Anthony 
Michael Hall, who played geeks in the 1980s in films like “Sixteen Candles” 
and “Breakfast Club,” will play the lead role of John Smith in the UPN 
pilot of “The Dead Zone,” based on the novel by Stephen King of the 
same name, ll THE Wizaro STAFF 
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UNIQUE LICENSED COLLECTIBLES 


fter spinning more than a few webs in his lifetime, it's 
A= fitting that Spider-Man gets his due...on the Web. 

With the “Spider-Man” movie still a year away from 
its May 2002 opening date, Columbia Pictures (a division of 
Sony Pictures Entertainment) has kicked its “Spider-Man” 
online initiative into high gear with the most ambitious movie- 
based Website in the company’s history. 

“Normally, when we launch a teaser site it ends up just 
being a landing site and a place to register,” explained 
Dwight Caines, vice president of Internet strategy for 
Columbia Pictures 

worldwide market- 
ing. “We're outa 


1 Spider-Man movie Website 


4 O= OL | 
COOL COMICS-RELATED STUFF ON THE INTERNET 


Interviews, costume designs tight official movie site 


year ahead of the 


jam- 
ih features and canbe ioc to each individual's visit to the page. 


Jp 


movie and it’s really going to be robust. We want to pay off 
people's early interest.” 

The site (www.sony.com/spider-man) is highly 
interactive and based on personal choices, according to 
Caines. From which stars visitors are most interested in to 
what specific news they want to read about will make each 
person's experience different as they log on to the Website. 
Also, signing up for free membership on the site enables 
fans to see content non-members won't be able to view, such 
as the huge press event held in early January where most of 
the cast was introduced and answered questions. 

“We'll make that video searchable,” Caines said. “If 
you want just [Spidey actor] Tobey [Maguire’s] answers 
or only questions dealing with Spider-Man, you'll be able 
to search for it. 

“We're also going to 
introduce a really early look 
for members of the great 
work Imageworks is doing 
on the movie,” he said enthu- 
siastically, referring to the 
studio working on computer- 
generated effects for the 
“Spider-Man” film. “We have 
a really in-depth look at the 
costume exploration, so sketches and final 
costume designs are going to go up and an 
| interview with the costume designer is all there. 

‘We also created a concept video that's sort ofa 
teaser of the experience, with [director] Sam 
Raimi talking about the project and sketches and 
things like that.” 

While fans may have grown used to getting their 
By “Spider-Man" movie news from the highly success- 
ful www.spidermanhype.com, Audrey Marco, vice 
president and general manager of Sony Pictures Digital 
Entertainment's “Agency” group, wants fans to know the 
two sites won't compete—they’ll work together. 
“It's a totally symbiotic relationship,” said Marco. “We've 
already allowed them access and a hand in publicity. We 
very, very much embrace the fans’ sites. We want to make sure 
we're different from other studio Websites. We want multiple 

destinations for ‘Spider-Man.”” 

Caines agreed and said he hopes fans just don’t visit the 
site but help his team decide what goes on it. 

“We want to get people involved and make them a part 
of the ‘Spider-Man’ movie,” expressed Caines. “This is really 
built around the fans, not around traditional marketing. We 
want fans to post art and shape the feel of the site. We're 
going to let fans make this successful.” I MIKE COTTON 


visit www.crossgen.com 
most often, of course, 
because it’s home. The 
message boards provide a 
great chance to interact 
with the fans. I'ma big 
sports fan, and now that 
I'm living in Tampa, | visit 
www.mets.com and 
www.giants.com all the 
time to keep up with my 
hometown teams in New 
York. And I listen to New York-based WFAN 
sportsradio audio clips on www.wlan.com. And 
then there’s www.starwars.com—who doesn’t 
love ‘Star Wars'?” 
-RON MARZ, writer of Mystic and Scion 


streets in 1939, 
www.geocities. 
com/border5150, 
geo/batman.html 


Xen #394 (Marve). 
New team of Joe Casey 
and an Church 
wow.x-page.net 


SURVEYSAYS... 


MONTH 


IF YOU WERE STRANDED ON A 
DESERTED ISLAND, WHICH OF THE 


FOLLOWING TRADE PAPERBACKS 


WITH YOU? 


a. Watchmen 32% 
c. Marvels 14% 


e. Akira 8% 

f. The Golden Age 6% 
g. Pedro & Me 3% 

h. Maus 2% 


FATHEGOLDEN AGE 
ea x 


E QUESTION OF THE 


poll, visit WizardWorld.com 


ast your vote! 


To getin on the next Wao | 
1% 


‘D. SANDMAN 


WOULD YOU MOST WANT TO HAVE 


6, Batman: The Dark Knight Returns 24% 


d. Sandman: A Doll’s House 11% 
IGIPEDRO SIME} 


ONS 
L 4% 


A WATCHMEN 
32% 


CiMARVELS) 


14% 


JA: Incarations 

(06), Seven-ssue 
mini-series co-starring 
the JSA. 

fly tojsalegacy 


meres on NBC, Fora 
‘hero from “another 

wor” goto www angelfre.com! 
sc/startreking/superman.html 


George 
Clooney (Batman & 
Rabin is 40! 


Henriksen (‘Alien,” 
“Milenniunn”) tums 61. 
www.geocities.com/ 
tancepalacel 


THIS WEEK Super 


Friends TPB (DC). 
X-Men #1 (Marvel). 
New X-book by Chris 
Claremont and Salvador 
Larroca. planetx. 
fanhosts.com/ 


HOLIDAY Mother's Day! 

Kiss yer ma today! And buy 
her flowers! And take her to dinner! 
www.holidays.net/mother! 


www.seanbaby.com/super.htm 
Al 


airplane. For a story on. 

100 Bullets, see 
‘www.messenger-inquirer.com/ 
features/education/2663656.htm 


The Mummy: Valley of 
the Gods #1 (Chaos!), 
Based on the movie. 
www.themummy. 
com! 


THIS WEEK Monster 

World #1 (WildStorm). 
Four seven-year-old kids awaken to a 
nightmare in deep space, Written by 
Scott Lobdell, www.scottlobdell.com/ 


The Rock #1 (Chaos!), 
starring the charismatic 
wrestler. 
www.rock-fever.net 


THIS MONTH Supergir’ 
#58 (OC). Supergirl calls 
on Doctor Fate to try and save Buzz, 
1A) who's been poisoned and is clase to 
death, www.sg-earthangel.com/ 


#114 (Marvel). 
Formerly “X-Men,” now bs 
handled by Grant 

Morrison and Frank 
Quitely. www.grant-maorrison.com! 
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members.nbci.com/gotham 
comics/gpz.htm 

Over 1,000 pretty pictures drawn 
by the inimitable Pérez can be 
found here. 


www.brucetimm.com/index.html 
Last issue we showcased a site 
on Bruce Timm-type art, but we 
failed to mention the site which 
contains actual Bruce Timm art. 
How silly of us. 


www.sunshineslayer.com 

Some readers insisted that we tell 
you about this site in addition to the 
one we listed in issue #114, so here 
itis! Just stop with the hate e-mails! 


#12 (CrossGen). 
‘marvelite,prohost 
ing.com/beyond 

reality/crossgen/ 


(OC). A day inthe fe, 
homes acmecity.com! 
wonderwomanithe 


www.arune.com/batusi/index.html 
“First take your index finger and mid- 
dle finger and make a peace sign...” 
That’s how the instructions to the 
Batusi start on this Website dedi- 


cated to that wacky Batman dance. 


www.vortex.bridgwater.ac.uk/mtlg/ 
A handbook of the characters fea- 
tured in the “Lost Generation” 
mini-series, plus a couple of hundred 


other Marvel heroes and villains who 


existed before Fantastic 
Four (vol.1) #1. MM 


www.planetstar Z 
siege.com/allyour 
base. AYB2.swt 

Don’t ask. Just go. 


Mi 


TODAY Out 
There #1 


www.emeralddawn.com 

Green Lantern never had it so 

good. This frequently updated fan 

site may favor Hal Jordan, but it’s 

got some good comprehensive 

information on all of the Power 
Ring’s incarnations. 


INTERNET 
SITESPIP Fig 
GOD'S SAKE, 


READ A 
BOOK! 


‘mass production of shoes. 
"Shoes? What that?” asks the Hulk 


| Entertainment), Comics 
J enters the Digital Age. 
www.shiweb.com! 


fool who forgets Mr. 
Ts 49th birthday! 
sucka.50megs.com/ 


Worm (Dark Horse). 
Al-new limited series 
from Mike Mignoa, 
www hellboy com 


Conclsion to nd storyar! 

Will the Specials realize the error 

of their destructive ways? 
members.aol.com/_ht_a/Apocky! 
RISINGSTARS/ 


(Ciffhanger). New 
Humberto Ramos ongo- 
ing! Coming soon: 
www.humber 
toramos.com 


Wars” opens in theaters, 
www.aravenwood. 
free-online.co.uk/ 


Force #116. New 
‘team of Peter Miligan, 
and Mike Allred, 

For more on Allred, visit 


"| www.theatomics.com/ 


Entertainment). New six-issue 
‘mini-series by Jill Thompson. 
wwwlurid.com/jill/index.htm! 
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com shops! is ou anni 
Somer Heat issue, featuring a preview 
of al your favorite comics! Also, dant 
miss the exclusive sneak peek of 
CrossGen’s new book, Sojourn! 


www.wizardworld.com + 


Bion #58 (0), 
Deatlshat (right) 
returns! 
www.canoe.cal 
JamBatman) 


who have fallen while 
senvng thir county. 
worw.usmemorial 


NO PHONY BALONEY, IT'S FREE COMICS BY ONI 
Publisher gives a taste of comic line with free Web comics 


ni Press Imows how to feed a comic addict. Give 'em free books. At least, 
give comic fans the first issue for free on the company’s official Website (www.oni- 
press.com/freecomic). 

“We're taking a crack-dealer approach,” laughed Oni Press Editor-in-Chief 
Jamie Rich. “We'll give you the first taste for free. Then you have to buy the rest.” 

The first of Oni’s titles to have their debut issue posted online is Whiteout, a four- 
issue miniseries written by Greg Rucka and drawn by Steve Lieber from 1998. The 
story focuses on a murder mystery set on the McMurdo Base on Ross Island, the 
largest permanently staffed base in Antarctica. 

People keep turning up dead, and U.S. Deputy Marshall Carrie Stetko, the only 
American law enforcement officer in Antarctica, needs to find out why. The motives behind 
the murders get even more muddled when British Intelligence Agent Lily Sharpe teams her- 
self up with Stetko. Stetko, who once murdered a criminal in her custody, must try to solve 
this tangle of intrigue and crime amidst the rumors about her own life that keep circulating 
the base. 

The issues of the comic online are posted in easy-to-download files, making them J 
accessible for not only the public, but also for comic retailers who can download and 
copy the issues for their customers. 

“We want retailers to download the comic and pass it onto their customers for free,” 
said Rich. “If they see a customer who likes Greg Rucka’s work, they can give them 
a sample of Whiteout, something they may not know about, for free.” 

Onialso hopes that by giving the readers a small glimpse of their past titles they 
will explore various Oni titles of the past, present and future. 

In April, Internet surfers can catch the first issue of Geisha by Andi Watson, 
the next Oni title slated to have its first issue appear on the Website. Rich assures JG MUI OE ZONES 
that other Oni titles, such as Judd Winick's The Adventures of Barry Ween, will MDIRUS UI Ta ee Suir a aiet eu 
show up in the future. il DEANNA DESTITO Stetko (above), on its Website for free 
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i, I'm Steve Lieber. I've been working in comics for about 10 years on projects like Hawkman, 
Whiteout, Whiteout: Melt, Batman: Turning Points, and the upcoming Morning Dragons. 1 
studied at the Joe Kubert School, and my goal as an artist is simple: to tell good stories. 

One way to do that is by carefully composing black ink on the page, also called “spotting blacks. 
If you've shown your portfolio of inked pages to a professional, you've probably heard this term, But 
if you mustered up the courage to ask what it means, you probably received a confusing explana- 
tion. This article should clarify matters ([f not, write WizarD to hire me to do a follow-up). 

The careful placement of areas of solid black in a line-art drawing separates a professional job 
from an amateurish one. Well-placed areas of black make a picture easier to decipher, control the 
viewer's focus, enhance the illusion of depth, establish the direction of light and make a picture look 
better. Ina color comic, your composition of black will help a good colorist understand your inten- 
tions and keep an amateur colorist from screwing up too much. If you're drawing a black-and-white 
comic, those dark areas are even more important: They're your loudest note and your most reliable tool for ensur- 
ing that your pictures communicate what you want them to. 


CONTROL THE FOCUS 


Here's a rule every artist should remember: The eye is drawn to the point of highest contrast. With every pic- 
ture, you should decide what your point of focus is—where do you want them to look? 

Don't say “everywhere,” because a comic reader is going to look at your picture out of the corner of his eye 
while he reads the word balloon and then goes on to the next panel. Your picture may only have a second or two 
to make its point. Ask yourself what the reader needs to learn from this picture, then make that part 
of the picture the point of highest contrast—a white object against black, or a black object against white. In Fig. 
K, the eye is drawn to the gun. In Fig. B, the gun is less important than the sign in the window. (By the way, 
that’s Carrie Stetko, the U.S. Marshal from Whiteout by me and Greg Rucka from Oni Press.) 
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FRAMED 


You may find it helpful to “frame” your important 
areas, or to arrange your blacks so they surround the 
important parts of your picture. In Fig. C, I used black 
to make a ring around the box in the middle. It's like 
the center of a bullseye. Also note the same technique 
in Fig. D, directing your attention right to Carrie's 
discovery. 


PLANES OF DEPTH 


To most eyes, flat pictures are boring. You want to create the illusion of depth, so your characters have a whole world 
to move in instead of just lying flat on the page. Overlapping objects in your picture is the primary way to do this. See 
Fig. E—Carrie and the pole overlap the Quonset hut, which overlaps the square buildings. But you make it a lot 
easier for your readers to tell what's close and what's far away if you build your pictures out of overlapping planes of 
light and dark. See how much clearer the depth is in Fig. F? Imagine your pictures are built with three planes of 
depth—the close stuff, called “the foreground,” the stuff in the middle distance, called (duh) “the middleground,” 
and in the back there’s the, uh, “background.” Separating them will help your reader sort out what's close and what's 


far in that second and a half he’ll take to look at your masterpiece. 


(iA 


i o in| 
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POSE A PATTERN 


Use blacks to create patterns. This is pretty basic, 
but will take some practice: You don’t want your 
panels or pages to look out of balance. Try to 
arrange areas of black so that they make a pleasing 
pattern around the panel and throughout the page 
Fig. G isn’t bad. Fig. H is way out of balance. 


LET THE LIGHT SHINE 


Spotting your blacks where the shadows fall will help keep you from looking amateurish. You'd be amazed how many 
artists never figure this out. Fig. Lis fine. Don’t be the one who draws Fig. J. 

Also, be aware of how powerfully you can set the mood with well-composed areas of black. There’s a big differ- 
ence in feeling between a picture with black spotted all over the place and one that’s composed with one or two 
simple areas. Try to put a name to the feeling you want to evoke: “Excitement.” “Danger.” “Calm.” “Speed.” “Dignity.” 
Then try to come up with a composition that emphasizes that feeling. 
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HIDE AND SEEK 


Remember how] said that the eye is attracted to the point of 

highest contrast? Well, the reverse is also true—readers tend 

to ignore the point of lowest contrast. If you put a busy tex- 

ture in front of a busy texture, you create camouflage. 

Sometimes you'll want to use this to hide less important details, 

but if you have to show something important for the story, 

don't camouflage it! Make it pop! In Fig. K, the boot on the 

left pops. The boot on the right gets lost. ON A TANGENT. 
One of the hardest mistakes to avoid is the tangency—the 
accidental arrangement of stuff on your page so that it 
flattens the picture or confuses the reader. Try to spot 
your blacks in a way that makes it clear where one pic- 
ture ends and another begins. In Fig. , I've intentionally 
included a bunch of tangencies, which are marked in 
redin Fig. M. 


CONCLUSION 


Some tips on getting better: Make reduced copies of your pencils, then get out tracing paper and a big, fat 

Sharpie marker. Plan out your black areas on the tracing paper. Don't worry about good drawing—just use big, 

bold strokes. Turn the marker sketch upside-down and see if the black you spotted leads your eye to where it | 

should go. It might help to squint or hold the page at a distance. | 
| 
| 


Also try sketching from life in soft, black charcoal to get used to composing pictures with a lot of solid black. 
Study the masters of black-and-white art: Alex Toth (Zorro), Milt Caniff (Terry and the Pirates), Wally Wood (check 
out old EC Comics), Al Williamson (another EC Master), Bernie Wrightson (Frankenstein) and others. 

When!'m inking, Iregularly squint at my pages and hold them up to a mirror to give myself fresh view. Does 
the picture have depth? Does my eye go to the most important parts? Do I like the patterns of black? Are there 
any tangencies messing things up? Am I camouflaging anything important? It takes work to get better at this, but 
that's true of anything worth learning. Good luck! @w) 


| 
Steve Lieber is creating the graphic novel Morning Dragons with Warren Ellis at Image and can be found on the Web at | 
http://unrewarding.comlsteve. 
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GRAND PRIZE ( 1 ): One reader will win 


their entry appearing in a future issue of X-Force, 
1‘, | along with an original sketch of their character 


yy drawn by series artist Mike Allred. 


A: 4 FIRST PRIZE (10): ten readers will 


receive an issue of X-Force signed by the 
creative team. 


d cool-looking 
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This contest is sponsored 
by Marvel Comics and 
bald-headed guys who 
can read minds. 
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hether it’s Oracle’s monster computer set-up, Aspen Matthews’ 
bikini wax or the Mole Man's bifocals, we’re all suckers for comic- 
related merchandise. Each month, Wizanp strives to show you the latest 
and super-coolest in comic book statues, posters, pins, magnets, shirts 
and other goodies. In short, if it’s cool and it’s stuff, you'll see it here. But 
you can only buy it at your local comic store. 


A PLANETARY TRIO 


This September 19, the planets must be aligning just right, because DC Direct 
unleashes three Planetary action figures: The Drummer, Elijah Snow and Jakita 
Wagner turn up on shelves complete with a Planetary logo pegged stand. 
The figures stand 6 1/4" (except for The Drummer, who is 6") and sport 
multiple points of articulation. (Price 
determined by retailer) 


ef 
JAKITA WAGNER AY 


Eternal Toys, Chaos! Comics and Previews 
Exclusive has paired up Lady Death, goddess of 
the Netherworld, and her demonic nemesis, 
Purgatori, in this limited bookend set. Sculpted by 
Barsom Manashian, the girls sit upon a mound of 
skulls and in front of a stone wall featuring the 
Chaos! shield. The sexy ladies are 6" with the wall 
behind them at 6 1/2". This edition, limited to 3,000 
sets, is priced at $199.00. And for $300.00, you can 
get your claws on a special edition limited to 300 
sets features the skull mound cast in clear resin 
with red jewels in the eye sockets of the skull in 
the Chaos! shield and golden name plates. Both 
editions come with a Certificate of Authenticity. 


One of the most memorable images 
from Sandman #1 comes to life in this 
stunning collectible. Morpheus’ 
imprisonment in Roderick Burgess’ 
glass cage is sculpted by Tim 
Bruckner and will be released by DC 
Direct this September 5. At 5 3/4" and 
complete with a Certificate of 
Authenticity, this Sandman 
Hourglass Globe is priced at $79.95. 


ELUAH SNOW 
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ALLOVER 

Sirius Entertainment and Fewture 
Models unveil a tremendous 14" mini- 
bust of Joseph Michael Linsner’s Dawn, 
the goddess of life and renewal. 
Sculpted by Shigeru Yamazaki (sculp- 
tor oflast year’s Dawn 10th Anniversary 


statue), the bust will be available this 
June and retails at $198.00. 


This planet’s going to the apes, so you 
might as well get in on the act before 
they enslave us alll In July, pick up the 
“Planet of the Apes” trading card set from 
Topps, featuring all the major charac- 
ters, as well as autograph, Movie 
Memorabilia and foil-embossed cards. 
Plus, get your mitts on the four exclusive 
promo cards (see photo)! Each 8-card 
pack retails for $1.99. 


HOTSTUFF!irrssece 


The number-one secret in comics can now 
be revealed—You can finally learn Spider- 
Man’s secret identity, thanks to this 
exclusive mini-bust created by Randy 
Bowen and Bowen Designs just for Wizard 
Entertainment! The bust stands 5" tall and 
features Spidey unmasked in his civilian 
identity of Peter Parker. This exclusive 
offer can be found in May’s ToyFaRe 
#47 and Wizarp #118, or head to 
www.wizardworld.com on May 9th, 
when the offer begins. Look for the 
actual piece to ship in early to mid-July 
for $39.95 plus shipping and handling. 


Just like DC Direct’s animated-style statues of Harley Quinn and Batgirl, Barsom 


Manashian has sculpted Poison Ivy based on designs by Bruce Timm from 
“Batman: The Animated Series.” Lying seductively on a bed of ivy and roses, 
the goddess of greenery stands 5" tall, 9" wide and 3 7/8" deep and is made 


September 26. 


ofhand-painted, cold-cast porcelain. Priced at $89.95, Ivy also comes with aDC 
Direct Certificate of Authenticity and can be plucked from the garden on 


june 2001 & 


Cut 


THE WAR ON 
CRIME RAGES ON! 


What better artist to use to kick off a new line 
of prints than fan-fave Alex Ross? To introduce 
their “Signature Series” print sets, DC Direct 
has chosen a print from the painted graphic 
novel Batman: War on Crime, with new back- 
ground art by Ross. This gorgeous limited 
edition framed print is 10" x 16" mounted on a 
16" x 20" mat and portrays Batman watching 
over Gotham City. It also displays an authen- 
tic Alex Ross signature and comes with a DC 
Comics Certificate of Authenticity. Bring this 
baby home June 20 for $99.95. 


BOFFO BUFFY ATRIPLE THREAT IN THONGS! 


FIGUR ES Michael Turner leaves fans gasping for breath—literally—in this lithograph 
produced specifically for Wizard Authentic (see page 80 for more details). 


Fathom, Witchblade and Tomb Raider take a dip in the deep blue sea ona 
warm, sunny day, and you too can join them by taking this litho home for 
a cool $39.99. 


The old saying goes, “Third time's the 
charm,” so it’s no wonder that the third 
wave of Buify action figures—coming 
in June—from Moore Action 
Collectibles kicks ass! First up is the 
Buffy Series 3 figures, consisting of 
Cordelia Chase complete with hand- 
bag, cell phone and stakes, and 
Xander Harris who comes with an ax, 
tranquilizer gun and two stakes. Both 
come with a fully sculpted graveyard 
base that matches the series two figure 
bases and are priced at $12.95 each. 


WHATA 
WONDERFUL 
TWO-PACK 
The Silver Age Wonder Woman 
and Wonder Girl stand ready to 
fight in this Deluxe Action Figure 
Set from DC Direct. Both figures 
measure around 6" tall and have 
CORDELIA multiple points of articulation, and 
both include detachable lassos 
and toga outlits to go along with the base's Roman-esque 
design. Get your mitts on these Amazons come August 22. 
(Price determined by retailer.) 
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EARTH X-CELLENT BUSTS 


The Earth X comic series may be over, but that didn’t keep Marvel and Dynamic 
Forces from getting ultra-hot painter and Earth X co-creator Alex Ross to design a 
quartet of mini-busts based on the hit title—Wolverine, Venom and Spider-Girl! 
Each of these busts will retail for $39.98 and hit shelves this summer, most likely in 
July or August. They'll be available in comic shops everywhere, but you can also 
go to www.dynamicforces.com to order as well. 


SPIDER-GIRL 


YO Are you a company who sells stuff cool 
jm enough to make the grade here? Let us 
be the judges of that. Send any info and/or samples to: 
Stuff for “Stuff” 

¢/o Wizard Entertainment 
151 Wells Avenue 
Congers, NY 10920-2064 
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PIXELIZED 


AMAZING FANTASY 


he year is 1962, and in an attempt to plunge the 
gece into chaos, an evil alien race called the 

Domain has introduced the mysterious Energy X to 
the Earth. Hoping to provide the world’s most nefarious 
villains with super powers, their plans go awry when sev- 
eral everyday people are also affected. It's now up to these 
unlikely heroes to band together and protect humanity 
from this sinister new threat. 

Sounds like something from an old Marvel comic, right? 
Close, but no no prize! This is the story behind Freedom 
Force, anew superhero-based PC title from Irrational Games 
that’s a fanboy’s dream come true. While not based on any 
current comic book, everything from the game's dialogue to 
character design stand as a digital tribute to comics’ leg- 
endary Silver Age. 

“It's really the first game that makes me feel like I did 
growing up reading comics,” says Ken Levine, co-founder of 
Irrational Games. “This isn’t a ‘Street Fighter’-style game. It 
lets you lead a team of heroes into action and watch them 
tear it up ina fully destructible world.” 

Freedom Force is a multi-player tactical RPG, similar to 
Baldur's Gate but with all the over-the-top, chaotic 


New superhero-based title brings all 
the magic of the Silver Age to your PC 


MANBOT M 
FREEDOM FORCE 


action of a superhero 
slugfest. And we do 
mean action! The 
game's environments 
(NYC circa 1962) are 
completely interac- 
tive (read: destruc- 
tible). Players are 
able to level build- 
ings, tear down trees 
or even handle their 
business Ben Grimm 
style, perhaps using a school bus as a Louisville Slugger. 
It’s clobberin’ time, baby! 

Freedom Force also offers over 25 unique heroes, each 
with their own bios, powers and voices. Characters such as 
the patriotic Minuteman (a retired scientist who's recently 
been restored to his prime) or the tragic Manbot (a guilt-rid- 
den man trapped in a powerful metal suit) are great spins 
on classic icons from comics’ most revolutionary era. 

But what's really cool are the game’s customization options. 
Freedom Force fully supports user-created scenarios and 
character modifications. Players can control every- 
thing from a hero's appearance to their super pow- 
ers or abilities. 

Ifall goes well, plans call for two more sequels. The 
second will feature the cosmic, supernatural theatrics 
of the '70s, while the third will transport players toa 
world reminiscent of the ’80s classic The Dark Knight 
Returns. And don't be surprised to see a console ver- 
sion down the line either. 

Freedom Forceis simply an amazing title and could 
quite possibly end up being the definitive comic book 
game. Look for its release by the end of the year, but 
until then check out what all the hoopla’s about at 
www.myfreedomforce.com and look to future issues 
of Wizaxb for more information and details as they 
develop. ll JAMES McDONOUGH 


As if GBC and PS1 versions of the Caped Gru- WPM 
sader weren't enough (see story next nage), 9 \7= 
everyone's favorite brooding crime fighter 7 

| will be making his highly anticipated PS2 
debut this September! While details were 

| almost non-existent as we went to press, we 
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DARK KNIGHT RETURNS Farry 


New Batman games debut this spring ff 


fter a lengthy absence, Batman returns to the video- 
A:: scene this spring with new titles for the 

PlayStation and Game Boy Color systems (with a 
PS2 version on the way—see previous page). Based on the 


animated version of the Caped Crusader, distributor UbiSoft DINO-CUBED Dinasaur 
promises to capture all the non-stop Bat action that made the Planet, a Zelde-esque 


cartoon such a hit. adventure game by 


BATMAN: GOTHAM CITY RACER pee eaeal 


been nixed as the final 
Developed by Sinister Games, Gotham City Racer lets fans N64 game and upgraded 
grab the keys and hop to a GameCube launch 
behind the wheel of comics’ title. Could the new, 
coolest car, the Batmobile. 


- unknown characters be 
pile Wiueslone bas =o) Gr ver replaced with the more familiar mugs of Star Fox McLoud and friends? 
has players racing around 


‘All signs point to...maybe, Find out this October. 
the streets of Gotham City 


battling the vehicular 
villainy of such classic 
Batman foes as Mr. Freeze 
and the Joker. Players can 
also use the Batcycle or take 
one of the villains’ set of wheels 
out for a spin in the head-to-head, two-player 
mode. Look for this rubber-burnin’, clown- 
chasin’ racer to hit your PlayStation this May! 


BATMAN: TOTAL CHAOS 


This portable adventure from Digital 
Eclipse for the Game Boy Color lets 
players take on the role of either 


Batman or Batgirl as they battle to CRASH FEST Come October, i's Crash time! The sly rat returns in Uni- 
Stopeagoonpie  preakoul at versal Interactive's Crash Bandicoot: The Wrath of Cortex for the PS2, 
Brkhemensy Lit ane COT and it features a Jumanjcike level where you have to drive to avoid a 
Penitentiary. Masterminded stampede of jungle animals, Wizaro procured some sweet screen shots 


by the diabolical Two-Face, [JR at a special roll-out event held in New York City for this first, exclusive 
this latest caper pits the Dark ff Se look! Ill MIKEY BENCIC 


@ 
e 


D'OH! Simpsons Wrestling has been picked up by Activision for release. 
Featuring characters, environments and voices taken from the hit Fox 
TV show, expect your Springfield gladiators to hit the mat as early as 
this spring, 


LETS GET IT ON! Reps from Take-Two developers are toying with 
the possibility of bringing MTV's “Celebrity Deathmatch” to the PS2 
within the year. They recently acquired the MTV license, and “Celebrity” 
is the most likely candidate to come home first. 


HELLO, MR. ANDERSON A “Matrix” game will soon be hitting a 
console near you! Headed up by president of Shiny Entertainment 
Dave Perry (his first design job since Earthworm Jim and Disney's 
Aladdin), The Matrix will be a multi-platform release in spring 2002 
(due out the same time as the highly anticipated “Matrix” movie 
sequel). Gameplay aspects haven't yet been specified, but it can 
be safely assumed that the game will feature the same incredible 
SFX that put the movie on the map. 


Knight against nearly every 
member of the world’s most 
famous rogues’ gallery. 
However, all is not lost, as 
players will have all of 
Batman's gadgets, martial 
arts moves and vehicles at 
their disposal. But will it 
be enough to finally 
bring peace to Gotham 
once and for all or will 
the chaos overrun the 
city? Total Chaos will 
also be available in 
May. ll IMc 


BOY WONDER 


GameBoy grows up! 
intendo’s Game Boy Advance has already exploded in 
Japan with more pre-orders than the PS2 (about 2 mil- 
lion!). Retailing at $99 for the GBA itself and about $30 a game, 
here's a list of what to look forward to on June 11th! 


RAYMAN 2 (UbiSoft) Rayman 2 
seems to be beautiful on any 
format, and the trend contin- 
ues on GBA. The Advance is 
tmuly the system for old-school 
fans sick of “me too” 3-D stuff. 
EARTHWORM JIM (Majesco Sales) 


Onimusha Warlords 
DISTRIBUTOR: Capcom 
DEVELOPER: Capcom 
ie 


RATING: M for Mature ey ES Ce 
PLATFORM: PS2 Gp Bs 


swe” 


PRICE; $49.95 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT: Onimusha Warlordsis Capcom's latest foray into the 
survival horror genre, But unlike the Resident Evil series, which are set 
in the modern day, Warlords travels all the way back to feudal Japan 
and follows the heroic samurai, Samonosuke, as he wages a one-man 
war against legions of undead demonic warriors in order to free a beau- 
tiful princess from their evil clutches. 


One of many updates from 

the 2-D 16-bit era (but still one 

of the best). Jim will feature all 

WHY IT'S COOL: This title is an excellent “show-off” piece for the graph- the amazing graphics and control you remember. 

ics power of the PS2. Its MARIO KART ADVANCED (Nintendo) The N64 Kart was a great four- 


breathtaking, pre-rendered 
backgrounds and beefed- 
up character models make 
it easy for players to be 


player game, but never was as cool as the 16-bit original. 

Now the two collide, and guess what? Only one of the four 

players needs a copy of the game! 

SPIDER-MAN: MYSTERIO'S MENACE (Activision) The coolest super- 

drawn into Warlords’ ff hero ever returns, and Activision also confirms a visit from 

macabre world. This one- ff extreme athlete Tony Hawk and other Activision alumi, includ- 
two visual punch really J ing the X-Men (featuring 40 playable X-characters) and Doom. 
helps to create an intense JJ SUPER MARIO ADVANCED (Nintendo) Many play aspects from Super 
atmosphere that reinforces ff Mario Bros, 2 have not been used since 1987. That'll be recti- 
the game's cinematic style fied with this installment, and it'll feature many multi-player 

and mood. And as you'd activities. Again, only one cartridge necessary. ll MB 

expect from Capcom, the character designs are all top-notch, Just take me Leh casrese Pee : 

a glimpse at Samonosuke’s horrific adversaries who resemble something WISH FU L TH ] N Kl NG 

‘out of a Kurosawa nightmare! But the visuals are not the only place where 

this title shines. While it does share more than a passing resemblance to N= that Marvel and DC have decided ona JLA/Avengers 

Resident Evil on several levels, Warlords! action-friendly controls defi- crossover, how about a video game tie-in? 

nitely crank survival horror combat up a notch! Abilities such as block- So far, no plans are in the works. But who knows? Scenes 

ing and strafing make fighting sequences much more enjoyable and keeps like the one you see here may not be far off! II MB (3) 

them from becoming a chore. And players will need that edge, cuz these 

demonic monstrosities are as deadly as they are ugly. 


FINAL WORD: if you're jonesin’ 
for a sweet, next-gen, action- 
adventure title or simply need 
something to ease the pain until 
the next Resident Evi, Onimusha 
Warlords is definitely worth your 
while. Its gorgeous graphics and 
great balance between puzzle 
solving and sword-swinging action 
(not to mention its hordes of 
creepy demons!) make it one of 
the first must-buys for the PS2. 
‘Tyrant, eat your heart out! lll JM 


ROplla} 9 


WHO DO2 VOODOO! 
vA) RANOOM RHARSODY, 


Limited|to 10/000/copies; Best of Ranma\1/2 
Meatures the best Ranma and Ryoga episodes), 

plus creator Rumiko Takahashi's favorite 
storyline of allitime! 


STAY TOONED 


Cartoon Network’s Toonami expands anime lineup in 2001 


being the year of the Toonami. 
Toonami, Cartoon Network's action cartoon pro- 

gramming block, was recently bolstered by the acquisition 
of an additional 280 episodes of programs, all of which were 
brought over from Japan. Not only have they obtained 96 new 
episodes of the wildly successful “Dragon Ball Z,” but Cartoon 
Network has brought over five additional series as well. 

All this is a part of a huge Toonami multi-media 
blitz that also includes a CD soundtrack (called Deep Space 
Bass, which will be out this summer) and a “Total Immersion 
Event” this September 17-21 called Toonami: Lockdown, which 
entails an interactive online and on-air experience. 

Here's the lowdown (for channels and air times, please 
check your local listings): 


BIG O 

In April, Roger Smith, a.k.a. “The Negotiator,” finds himself 
hip deep in the sprawling urban decay that is Paradigm City. 
Ashe travels deeper into the city's underworld, he finds him- 
). _self struggling more and more with its 
ai@lWi shady citizens and his own mysterious 
BPRS past. Along the way he'll get a little 
P help form his friends, namely his 
loyal butler and a towering robotic 

guardian known as the Big O. 


F orget blizzards and earthquakes. 2001 may just end up 


DRAGON BALL 

Goku versus Piccolo is the best 
way to describe this prequel to 
the ultra-popular “Dragon Ball 
2" series. Follow the adventures 
ofa younger Goku as he battles 
ruthless villains and learns how 
to control his incredible pow- 
ers. Brace yourself for all the 
high-octane, gravity-defying 


action when it hits this May. he v7). boss 
MOBILE SUIT in 
GUNDAM a a 


PILOT CANDIDATE} 


‘The second wave of the Gundam 
assault arrives this June with the highly anticipated “Mobile 
Suit Gundam.” It's the year Universal Century 0079 and the 
Principality of Zeon has just fired the first shot in their revo- 
lution against the Earth Federation. Will young mobile pilot 
Amuro Ray be able to survive the burning trial of war as well 
as his battles with Zeon’s ace pilot, Char Anable? 


OUTLAW STAR 

Taking place in a distant future, “Outlaw Star” follows the 
adventures of Gene Starwind, a bounty hunter who, along 
with his rag-tag crew, struggle to maintain order in an inter- 
galactic community chock full of space pirates, criminals and 
other dangerous outlaws. You can catch “Outlaw Star” on 
the air now. 


PILOT CANDIDATE 

An evil enemy from the darkest regions of deep 
space is poised to destroy the planet Zion. Its only 
defense rests in the hands of a team of powerful 
fighting machines known as the Goddesses, but 
can Zero and the rest of the pilot candidates be 
able to set aside their differences long enough to 
puta stop to this alien threat? Find out this September! 


THE GUNDAM 8’s 
It looks like 8 is the magic number when “The Gundam 8's” 
hits Toonami this November. This highly sophisticated series 
is a compilation of three, different yet interrelated stories of 
the Federation/Zeon conflict that runs from 0079 to 0083. The 
series consists of three different stories which focus on both 
sides of the war. I JAMES MCDONOUGH 
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$14.98-\ VHS 


$29,98-;DvD 


GHOSTLY UPDATE Masamune Shirow's tech 
nothriller anime megahit, “Ghost in the Shell,” 
broke sales records when released in the 


States, and a large part of its success was due 
G U Ra PLAY to the deft touch of director Mamoru Oshii, 
Toren Smith of Studio Proteus recently 


Gun-totin’ bounty hunters run amok anounced tha Osis tung em he 
in Image Comics’ new manga series FN can eure 


GB sneaun" just took ona whole new meaning. the last touches on the sequel manga, due to 
Image Comics’ latest manga-inspired series sports a be printed by Dark Horse later this year, and fez 
bounty hunter hero who’s got a gun built into his right hand, Production 1G. is working on a “GitS” TV series, (gubaAMiMe lca 
which comes in (*ahem*) handy when he's facing off against bul- 
let-dodging varmints and other physically augmented bounty |) SAILOR MODN REVAMP? “Sailor Moon” may still be running hot in 
hunters called Gunners. America, but in Japan it is, like, so early '90s. According to C.B. 
Aptly named Revolver, the lead character of new comic Last} Cehulski, Fanboy Entertainments head honcho, rumors are flying fast 
Shot is a part-time grocery clerk who'd just as soon bag a few and furious in Tokyo that “Sailor Moon” creator Naoko Takeuchi is 
bad guys as he would your mill and orange juice. But guess nating her classic series for a new 2001 anime/manga launch, 
eee sooner he does, but he’s basically in a rut,” says Runmedisie eat 
artist Long Vo, who co-created the comic along with writer Ken et 
Siu-Chong and their cohorts at Studio XD. "He does the same 
thing every day, with no real direction in his life." ences, but no word yet 
But things change quickly when a six-million-dollar bounty falls , on whether Takeuchi 
onRevolver’s lap. The job sounds simple: All he has to do is trans- a is simply revamping 
port a mysterious young girl to a certain location. Of course, the O} the original cast or 
astronomic price tag makes her a magnet for his rival bounty (BY introducing all-new 
hunters, which gives Rev ample opportunity to flex his gunfighting characters. 
skills—and Vo and the rest of Studio XD lots of opportunity to 
create cool action scenes. READ DRAGON BALL-UNCENSORED! Bet you didn't know Viz's 
And while the book's look may be manga-esque, the lavish hugely popular Dragon Ball manga were censored. Yep. Long before 
colors and heavy computer effects involved in the production creator Akira Toriyama got wrapped up in his epic Dragon Ball Z 
make each panel look slugfests, he was infamous for loading his manga with bathroom 
like an animation cel. |) fumorand pantyshat-type jokes. 
The unique result is like Viz edited some of this out of 
areadable anime film. the series to avoid the wrath of 
“When we're look- soccer moms, but recently 
ing at anew series, the 4} announced that it will hence- 
first thing we ask our- forth print the comics 
pelvis is ove Sinead, uncensored-and reprint the first 


hoe seers three graphic novels in uncen- 
ss sai bracre sored editions. 


of Image Comics. “And 
Last Shot is definitely 


unlike anything we've 
ever published.” ROBOTECH IS BACK The orig- 


Readers will get inal mecha hit which, along with 
their first look at Rev = “Transformers,” kicked off the 
in Last Shot: First Draw, : iant robot craze of the 80s is 
a one-shot being roaring back with a new DVD 
released in May. The ‘ line, AD Vision is offering six 
ongoing series will 1 “Robotech” DVDs at the sweet, 
kick off on a bi- : sweet price of $14.98 a pop-a 
monthly schedule in i steal with five to six episodes 
August, so why don’t B packed on each disc, Volume 1, 
you give it a shot? “ ; tentatively scheduled for a May 
J. CALEB MOZZ0CCO “4 release, contains the first six 

ts y episodes of the Macross saga—in 
1 HANDYMAN Image Comics’ Last Shot features a English only, unfortunately. 
bounty hunter with a gun built into his hand, 1 PAUL SUDLOW 


DRAGON BALL 
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Two new anime on tap from 

the producers of ‘Dragon E Ball Z’ 

A r fexas-based FUNimation Productions Ltd., responsible for 
a pringing over the vastly popular “Dragon Ball Z” TV show 

to the United States, announced recently it will be debuting two 

new anime very soon, although a definitive launch date has 

not yet been set. 

“Yu Yu Hakusho,” about a 
gifted group of teenagers who 
fight in spirit worlds to protect 
the Earth, “epitomizes the best 
of Japanese anime,” expressed 
Gen Fukunaga, president of 
FUNimation. Also in the pipeline 
is “Blue Gender,” about a teen 
who has awakened after being 
frozen for over two decades to 
an Earth under siege by a bug- 
like creature known as Blue. 

Production is currently 
underway, and further updates 
can be found at www.drag 
onballz.corm/. Ml JOHN B. LACEY 


int tronnennreoae Anica 
Hot trends overseas we could see soon 

i urious to know what's currently in vogue with our coun- 
\QY terparts in Japan? Read on... 


T TV ANI = “Argent Soma” 

Combining elements of “Evangelion” and “Macbeth,” this 
popular series is about a resurrected alien and the organiza- 
tion formed to destroy it. 
HOTTEST MANGA: Inu-Yasha 

A young girl named Kagome 
is pulled into Japan’s medieval 
past to battle demons, monsters 
and other fun fantasy stuff 
Ez “One Piece: 
Adventure on Nejimaki Island” 

This month's hottest anime film 
beats out American, Japanese, [Mam 
Korean and French movies. It’s playing as a double feature 
with “Digimon Adventure 02.” 


E: Cool Girl 
From Takara Toys, which brought Barbie to Japan in the 
°80s. Imagine Barbie in S.W.A.T. gear and carrying an Uzi, or 
decked out like a blood-thirsty samurai. 
LAT ): Anime about kids with battling toys 
With “Pokémon” ona slow decline, look for replacements 
like CLAMP's ‘Angelic Layer” and Kenichi Sonoda's “Wrestloid 
Baby.” i KUMAR SIVASUBRAMANIAN 
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MANGA 


| AKIRA (VOL. 3) (Dark Horse Comics) 288 black-and-white pages in the 


against the goverment in the search for a teenager who possesses unsta- 

ble destructive abilities, $24.95 

=3 HARLEM BEAT (VOL. 7) (TokyoPop Press) Touted as the only sports 
‘manga in America, this series centers on a high-school basketball player 

| who's struggling to earn respect from his fel- 

| low players on the court. $9.95. 

| NINJA HIGH SCHOOL #84 (Antarctic Press) 

After the departure of Asrial, Ichi assumes 

| leadership of the clan—only to be faced with 

| a.dilemma that may humiliate her and dis- 

honor the clan, $2.95 

J) PRINCESS PRINCE #8 (Central Park Media) 

1} In the climax to this beautifully drawn shojo 

} (women’s and gir’s) mini-series, a prince must 
confront the Spirit of Darkness to save the life 
of his deathly ill fiancée, $2.95 

J INU-VASHA PART 6 #1 (Viz Comics) Inu- 
Yasha and the group investigate the 


local temple for mysterious purposes, $2.95 


| ANIME 


Notorious assassin is assigned to terminate Queen Bee, the leader of a South 
‘American liberation army, but things get complicated when he discovers 
there's more to this assassination than meets the eye, MATURE AUDI- 
ENCES Subtitled and dubbed Special Edition DVD-$29.98 
SAILOR MOON S: LaBvAINTH | 
(VOL. 3); SAILOR MOON S; BIRTH- 
DAY BLUES (VOL. 4) 
(Pioneer Entertainment) In 
Labyrinth, Sailor Mercury is tar- 
geted by the evil Professor, who 
plans to eliminate the Scouts one 
by one. In Blues, Tuxedo Mask is 
kidnapped, and the Scouts must 
pull together to rescue him with- 


GOLGO: c ut Sailor Moon's help. Dubbed 


VHS-$14.98 each 
THE BEST OF RANMA 1/2 (Viz 
Video) If you're new to this series, this is the perfect opportunity to learn 
about the Tendo Dojo and its occupants, especially if they're splashed 
with cold water! This is a three-tape set. Dubbed VHS-$39.95. 


release the imprisoned would-be conqueror Dark Schneider so as to com- 


DVD-$29.98 DVD with ACTION FIGURE-$49.98 

] THE BIG O (Bandai Entertainment) Something has caused the citizens 
| of Paradigm City to lose their memories, and now it’s up to “Negotiator” 
j Roger Smith and his robot, The Big 0, to unravel the mystery he doesn't 
j] even remember. DVD-$24.98 


disappearance of a young boy's brother, who was believed to be taken by 


next installment of perhaps the greatest manga ever. A biker gang races | 


j GOLGO 13; QUEEN BEE (Urban Vision Entertainment) The world’s most 


| 


| 


BASTARD! (Pioneer Entertainment) The Great Priest Geo is forced to) 


bat a new threat to their existence: the Four Lords of Havoc, Butis ita J 
desision he may soon regret? Collects all six episodes, MATURE AUDIENCES 


BLACK. JACK 2? soma 


"A SUPERB ANIME RELEASE" - VIDEO BUSINESS 


THE FEATURE ANIMATION FILM BASED ON OSAMU TEZUKA’S 
LEGENDARY MANGA... NOW AVAILABLE ON DVD! 


A BRILLIANT SURGEON. A DEADLY DISEASE. THE HIDEOUS CONSPIRACY. 


Black Jack is a master surgeon who possesses impeccable skills, enabling him to perform 
operations that are impossible for even the finest surgeons. He now is faced with his most. 
difficult task to date and must challenge the limits of medical science... hefore it’s too late! 


+ Letterboxed + English 5.1 Surround and Stereo » Japanese Stereo + English and Japanese languages 
+ English Subtitles « Manga Previews « Manga DVD Catalogue « Manga Fan Club * Weblinks + Easter egg 


IN STORES: 


APRIL 24TH 
LEE 
“fh SLICK, HARD-HITTING FUTURISTIC THRILLER” -Manga Mania ne 


Masamune Shirow’s Appleseed - Now Available on DVD! 


Based on the captivating manga comic book series created by the acclaimed Masamune Shirow 
(Ghost in the Shell), Appleseed is a high-octane, action packed race against time as the future of 
civilization hangs in the balance. After the devastation of World War Ill, the scattered governments 
of the world construct the perfect city - but life in Olympus is carefully controlled and monitored by 
Biodroids - artificially created half-human half-robots. A dedicated band of terrorists plot to destroy 
‘the central computer to restore freedom to. mankind, 


» 4x3 Digital Transfer + English Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound « Japanese Stereo + English and 
Japanese Languages + English Subtitles + Character Bios * Japanese Production Credits 
* Manga Previews * Manga Fan Club + Web Links 


CANADIAN STREET DATE: MAY 15TH 


STREET FIGHTER I! V Now on pvp! STREET FIGHTER ALPHA pvp & VHS 


a [xe 


AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME ON DVD!!! 4 VOLUMES CONTAINING 7 HALF-HOUR EPISODES EACH! 


IN STORES NOW! “TOP-NOTCH ANIMATION” -ELECTRONIC GAMING MONTHLY 

From the sinister back-alleys of Hong Kong to the muddy banks of the Ganges, from 

Thailand to Spain and across lands unknown, Ken, Ryu and Chun-Li track down the * 5 

very best fighters in the world seeking the secrets of their power. Take to the streets kkk kk 

and watch as legendary warriors collide in these amazing martial arts action series. - Gamer's Republic S26 
MANGA 
Boe 


aaa ] 
ceunk7 RMS EEN 


aod) Manga, Vide VAMPUR 
al 2 ain Peres Company LC 


run away from all of his problems. 

Especially when those problems happen to be a dozen 
new and improved Rogues Gallery villains who're out to 
leave nothing left of the Flash but a skid mark. 

For that, Flash has one man to blame— 
Geoff Johns. Ever since Johns took over the 
writing reins this past summer with Flash #164, 
he’s made life hard 
on the Flash, a.k.a. 
Wally West. 

“There has to be an 
edge to him—I don't 
want him to get soft,” 

Johns says. “Wally 
works hard, he 
gets his hands 
dirty. And it’s 
eventually going to 
scar him. I’m going to 
mine the Rogues and the 
fact that Keystone City 
[Wally’s home base] is a hard- 
core, working man’s town.” 

Johns began seasoning the 
Flash in his first storyarc, a six-part 
thriller called “Wonderland” in issues 
#164-#169. In it, Flash wakes up ina 
parallel universe where the Speed 
Force—the energy field that 
gives him his super-speed— 
doesn't exist, so his powers are 
on the fritz. It his world, the Flash 
never existed. 

But the worst part? To escape 
Wonderland, Flash must join 
forces with two of his mortal ene- 
mies, Captain Cold and Mirror 
Master, who don’t play by the 
same rules as our hero. So 
while Flash is trying to escape 
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Not even the Fastest Man Alive can | 


this twisted mirror universe, he's gotta keep the Rogues 
from getting out of line—like when Cold freezes a cop's 
jaw, then punches him, effectively knocking his face off 
(ish #166). 

And if that's not bad enough, even deadlier foes crop 

up to menace the Flash. In the just-completed storyarc 
“Blood Will Run” (issues #170-#178), Flash faces a new 
menace—Cicada, a psychotic cult out to 
murder folks who've been saved 
by Flash in the past. Plus, 
Flash’s old girlfriend (and 
a serious whackjob) 
Frances Kane—the 
magnetic mutant 
called Magenta— 
shows up to bedevil 
the Flash as well. 

“Blood Will Run" 
further sets the blue- 
collar tone for both 
Wally and Keystone City that 
plays out in future issues. It also 
introduced a whole new 

supporting cast: the 
Keystone police, led by 
Officer Fred Chyre and 
Detective Tony Morillo. 
“The cops will be around for 
a long time to come,” Johns says. 
“There will be plenty of subplots 
with them. Not only that, we'll be 
seeing revamps of all the 
Rogues, to update them and 
make them really cool.” 
Johns promises that 
many of the Flash’s 
Rogues will crop up in 
upcoming months— 


Gorilla Grodd, 
‘STUCK ON YOU How can Flash's sup Dr. Alotiemy, the 


against a new Roque, the deadly (and sticky) Tar Pit? Top, Weather Wiz- 


CULT OF PERSONALITY Cicada, a deadly cult, kills people 
saved by the Flash as a form of a sacrifice to the Speedster. 


ard, Abra Kadabra, Mirror Master, Brother Gri 
course, Captain Cold. “He's my favorite Flas 
he’s such a scumbag,” Johns says of the Ca! 
spends all his money on hookers and booze. 
Johns also promises a major amping-up 


of Flash's 
Rogues Gallery villains in ability, attitude or both. They'll 


finally accomplish some serious bad deeds. “Competence 
goes a long way, and the Rogues have been devoid 
of it for far too long,” Johns points out. “And for each clas- 
sic Rogue we ‘re-introduce,’ there'll be an 
joining the ranks.” 

It’s all leading up to the prestige format book 
Iron Heights, tentatively scheduled for August, which estab- 
lishes a new institution in Keystone City—the metahuman 
prison called Iron Heights. 

“t's like ‘Oz’ with superpowers, but edgier,” explains 
Johns. “All the Rogues are there, including some guys we 
haven't seen in 10 years. It's different from Arkham and 
the Slab because guys don’t escape. It's going to be very 
dark and twisted. And the Flash has to break in.” 

Also this summer, look for a crossover with Green 
Lantern, and by the end of this year or early 2002, a major 
event called “Crossfire,” where the Flash goes up against 
literally every Rogue he's ever faced. 

“Imagine those old Spider-Man stories where he fought 
the Sinister Six,” Johns brags. “Only bigger.” 

Thinking bigger seems to be Johns’ formula for suc- 
cess, whether he’s co-writing JSA with David S. Goyer or 
running solo on The Flash with artist Scott Kolins. 

“I think the movie thing helps,” says Johns, referring 
to his work as an assistant producer for film director/pro- 
ducer Richard Donner (““Superman,” “Lethal Weapon"). 
“We up the stakes, we think bigger. I try to add a lot of 
destruction and chaos. And that’s just what we're planning 
on doing to the Flash for as long as I’m here. Right now, 
Scott and I have plans up through issue #200, so we're in 
for the long haul.” ll ANDY SERWIN 


The new Flash creative team has ad big shoes to fill since writer 
Mark Waid (JLA) left the book after eight years. But so far they've 
kicked ass. Here're some of the high points since writer Geoff Johns 
and Co, took over with Flash #164: 


ZE Stuck in an alternate dimension, Flash is cut 
of from the Speed Forte: 8 he raids a superhero museum and steals the 
Rogues Gallery weapons—like Sonar’s Sound-Gun, Black Hand's Energy 
Rod, and Dr. Light's Antigrav Belt-to tackle his enemies. (Flash #167) 


f Flash’s ex-girlfriend MAMMALS a0 


Magenta wields ‘magnetic powers—but is 
also as nutty as a loon. When the cops 
‘comer her to bring her in for past crimes, 
she yanks the fillings from 
Officer Chyre’s teeth, giving him a 
mouthful of pain and blood. Magenta also 
uses her powers to erase the police 
‘computers’ hard drives. (Flash #170) 


E Flash gets called in 
to sole a mass-murder case-someone's 
killing everyone he’s ever saved. Racing to the crime scenes, Flash decides 
to brush upon his forensic science-by reading the forensics handbook in 
10 seconds. It takes three more reads for it to Sink it in. (Flash #171) 

y SH? Flash runs 
into Officer Julie Jackam, 
who he had a fling with 
before he got married. 
Later, Julie goes home to 
‘the joys of single mother- 
hood, and says to her little 
tyke, “Seeing Wally 
today...maybe | should 
have told him about you!” 
Looks like she never told 
Wally he was a dad! 
(Flash#170) 
IEJUSTIN JONES 
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AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (ine) 
WHY IT’S COOL We're psyched about the superstar tal- 
ent Marvel has enlisted to reinvigorate the book! First, you 
add writer J. Michael Straczynsk, the scribe behind home run 
hits like Rising Stars and Midnight Nation, to the already stun- 
ning artwork by penciler John Romita Jr.| As an added bonus, 
throw in]. Scott Campbell (Danger Gir) covers, and you've got 
acan't miss on your hands! 

IN ISSUE #31 Peter heads back to school, but not to study— 
he returns to his old alma mater to teach a couple science 
classes. Meanwhile, dark and sinister forces are conspiring 
against the wall-crawler. By Straczynski, Romita Jr. and Scott 
Hanna. $2.25 (shipping May 9) 


BIRDS OF PREY 0 tmis) 

WHY IT’S COOL Because you never know where Black 
Canary and Oracle are gonna find trouble next. Sure, they're 
international jetsetters, traveling all over the globe to the 
world’s most beautiful and dangerous locales. Butin the latest 
storyline, the BoP go back in time to help Vikings in prehistoric 
Minnesota. Who the heck saw that comin’? 

IN ISSUE #31 Private detective Jason Bard is hired by a 
shadowy client to follow Black Canary, But that job's tougher 
than it looks, since Canary’s out on the town with none other 
than Ra’s Al Ghul! By Chuck Dixon, Michael McDonnell and 
Butch Guice. $2.50 (May 23) 


THE BROTHERHOOD (im) 

WHY IT’S COOL Because the “bad guys” get their say! This 
book takes a closer look at what makes so-called “evil” mutants 
tick, But don’t expect to see gloryhounds like Magneto; The 
Brotherhood focuses on the real soldiers: the mutant terrorists 
who get their hands bloody on the front lines. Plus, it's written 
by the mysterious X, whose identity even Marvel ain't lettin’ 
on about. What more of a hook could you want? 

IN ISSUE #1 The Brotherhood declares war on the human 
race, and their goal is two-fold: They want mutants to govern 
themselves, and they want all of normal humanity wiped out 
once and for all! By X, Essad Ribic and Kent Williams. $2.25 
(May 30) 


CAPTAIN MARVEL (i) 

WHY IT’S COOL It’s the little things you get from Peter 
and they have mad scientists, which are cool, butIthink [J David that make this book a must-read. Like using the 
this one will take care of it” By Mignola. $2.99 | Microns (formerly the Micronauts) as supporting cast mem- 
(shipping May 9) : bers—and comic relief. While fleeing Drax the Destroyer 


HELLBOY: CONQUEROR WORM 
#1 (OF 4) aavericx/parK HORSE) 

WHY IT’S COOL Because Mike Mignola’s dark and 
creepy art style continues to wow us with every project. 
Hell, he draws monsters on par with Jack Kirby! Hell- 
boy stories are reminiscent of the “X-Files” back 
during the show’s heyday, but injected with more humor. 
Like the Box Full of Evil two-parter, where the subplot 
had Abe Sapien being tortured by a monkey. Monkeys 
never get old! 

IN ISSUE #1 Hellboy and his new partner from the Bureau 
for Paranormal Research, Roger the Horaunculus, must 
investigate what's left of the Nazi space program and 
stop the coming of the Conqueror Worm in what Hellboy 
creator Mike Mignola calls the last of Hellboy's Nazi 
stories. “My feeling is this is the last time I’m going to 
deal with the whole Nazi thing,” Mignola notes. “It’s too 
easy to use Nazis now. They did all this horrible stuff, 
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in issue #16, Marionette asks, ‘Was fleeing from Drax really 
the best way to handle it, Arcturus?” Before Arcturus can 
reply, Bug chimes in: “Well, he's called Commander ‘Rann,’ 
so it’s the obvious strategy.” 

IN ISSUE #19 Captain Marvel finds himself traveling through 
the future, experiencing events that haven't happened yet. How 
canhe get back to where he belongs, and where in the heckis 
Rick Jones when you need him? “A pivotal issue in the life of Cap- 
tain Marvel and Rick,” boasts writer Peter David. “As Rick Jones 
lies traumatized and helpless after the events of the previous 
issue, Captain Marvel ricochets up and down his future timeline, 
finding himself assaulted by shocking images of Things to 
Come. ..and finding himself helpless to do anything about them.” 
By David, Chriscross and Anibal Rodriguez. $2.50 (May 16) 


CODENAME: KNOCKOUT (ein) 


‘WHY IT’S COOL Go-Go Fiasco could be the funniest secret : 
agent ever. In the #0 issue, the openly gay Go-Go taunts his 


executioner's backwater technology, bedevils him with lurid 
tales of his past sexual conquests, urinates in the giant water 
torture device and to top it all off, hides some stolen microfilm 
in the one place you'd least expect—unless you were a flam- 
boyantly gay man. 

IN ISSUE #1 Angela St. Grace goes toe-to-toe with an army 
of ninjas who hold a secret to her origins. Plus, we'll drop inon 
the original Girl Who Made G.0.0.D., anda villain shows up that 
changes Angela's life forever! By Robert Rodi, Louis Small Jr. and 
Mark Farmer. MR. $2.50 (May 30) 


CROSSGEN CHRONICLES (iss) 

WHY IT’S COOL Because this ish sports the artwork of none 
other than one of the greatest pencilers ever, George Pérez. 
He made a name for himself on titles like New Teen Titans and 
Avengers, buthe’s tackling new subjects here with CrossGen’s 
sword & sorcery titles, and his enthusiasm shows—his art has 
never looked better! 


’ 


BAY CITY JIVE #1 (of 3) (WildStorm/DC) One bad-ass cop tackles supernatu- 
ral action in 1976 San Francisco. Look for a J. Scatt Campbell cover edition! $2.95 
(Shipping May 2) 

DESPERADOES: QUIET OF THE GRAVE #1 (of 5) (WildStorm/DC) A fam- 
ily of outlaws wants revenge on Gideon Brood in this horse opera, $2.95 (May 2) 


DIGITAL VAMPI #1 (Harris Comics) Kevin Lau’ art combined with state-ofthe- 
art technology equals tis digit! lok 
at Vampi $2.95 (te May) 


ELECTROPOLIS #1 (Image Comics) 
Enter the city ofthe future, which has 
secretly existed since the start of the 
electronic age, $2.95 (ate May) 


JLA; INCARNATIONS #1 (of 7) (06 
Comics) Ths series picks up after JLA: 
Year Oe, exploring various eras during 
the JLA's existence, $3.50 (May 2) 

MONSTER WORLD #1 (ot 3) (Wild- 
Storm/D6) When a space mission goes 
‘ay, toddlers have to settle on & mon- 
ster-infested planet. $2.95 (May 9) 


(MUMMY: VALLEY OF THE GODS 
#1 (Of 2) (Chaes! Comics) Comic book spinoff of the upcoming summer block- 
buster, “The Mummy Retums.” $2.99 (late May) 


RANDY O'DONNELL IS THE M@N #1 (Image) Tom DeFalco and Ron Lim pre- 
‘sont fledgling superhero Randy O'Donnell, $2.95 (late May) 

‘THE ROCK #1 (Chaos! Comics) Smell what the WWF's The Rock has cookin’ in 
the free-for-all brawl. But who's behind the attacks? $2.89 (late May) 

SCARY GODMOTHER #1 (of 6) (Sirius Entertainment) Jill Thompson treats 
tus to Scary Godmother tricks at the Annual Witches’ Convention. $2.95 (late May) 

‘SHADOWY REAVERS PREVIEW EDITION (Black Bull Entertainment) Get a sneak 
peek at Black Bull's third launch, a supernatural nai-biter hitting in August. $5.00 
(May 23) 

‘SHI-G+1 PREVIEW (Crusade Entertainment) Shi goes digital in this preview book 
to the upcoming ongoing for Billy Tuca’'s female assassin. $4.99 (late May) 

‘STAR TREK: DIVIDED WE FALL #1 (of 4) (WildStorm/DC) The Next Genera- 
tion and Deep Space Nine crews team up to stop 2 Trill chil war, $2.95 (May 9) 

‘SUPERMAN: WHERE |S THY STING? (DC Comics) Superman wrestles with 
Death fiterally and figuratively-in this thought-provoking one-shot. $6.95 (May 16) 

THUNDERBOLTS: LIFE SENTENCES (Marvel Comics) The fallout from 
Thunderbolts #50 continues, with dramatic changes galore! $3.50 (May 30) 


‘TRANSMETROPOLITAN: FILTH OF THE CITY (Vertigo/DC) An insider’ look 
at some of Spider Jerusalem's best columns from The Word. MR. $5.95 (May 9) 


U.S, AGENT #1 (of 3) (Marvel Comics) The Agent must stop a dealy superv- 
lain conspiracy, but his bad attitude and a woman from his past keep geting in the 
way. $2.99 (May 23) 

\VAMPIRELLA MODEL SEARCH SPECIAL (Harris Comics) The search for Julie 
Strains replacement is on-meet the new Vampirella model in tis book! $2.95 
(ate May) 


X-TREME X-MEN #1 (Marvel Comics) Chris Claremont’s new title has an 
X-group in search of Destiny’s Book of Dreams, $2.99 (May 9) 
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IN ISSUE #3 Take a look back at the recent history of the 
floating island of Meridian, as a young wannabe minister 
named Turos falls for a girl named Ideria, whose other suitor, 
Ilhan, doesn’t take kindly to competition. By Barbara Kesel, 
George Pérez and Bob Wiacek. $3.95 (May 23) 


GR 


ROW 00 conics) 
WHY IT’S COOL No question about it—Kevin Smith can 
write dialogue. In the opening pages ofish #1, Superman and 
Batman throw some memorable barbs back and forth. “I 
believe in justice. Period,” says Batman. “I believe in second 
chances,” Supes retorts. “Then let's recruit Doomsday to bring 


back the sun.” Major league burn, Bats!! 

IN ISSUE #4 The volatile Ollie reunites with his JLA team- 
mates for the first time since his return from the dead. And if 
you remember his good ol’ days as the radical faction of the 
team, you know the fur will fly when he meets the Big Guns! 
By Kevin Smith, Phil Hester and Ande Parks. $2.50 (May 30) 


LAZER (ierigo0t) 
WHY IT’S COOL Because this book can freeze the blood in 
your veins, Just look at the recent “Freezes Over” storyline, in 
which one of the patrons recalls a tale of the Iceman killer from 
his youth, concerning one winter that lasted till May. Whe! 
the thaw came, three snowmen—who the boy had been play- 
ing near all along—melted to reveal the Iceman’s latest victims 
inside. Brom! 

IN ISSUE #162 John Constantine and his pal Chas are still 
roaming the US., broke and with no prospects. While recall: 
ing his glory days with the punk band Mucous Membrane 
John runs into an American tourist who's even ruder, cruder 
and nastier than Mr. Constantine! By Brian Azzarello and Guy 
Davis. MR. $2.50 (May 30) 
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CAPTAIN AMERICA ave 
WHY IT’S GOOD Hey, it's stil Captain America-one of Marvel's greatest char- 
‘acters! He's a super-soldier whose never-say-tie mantra makes for compelling 
‘stories. There's the “awe-factor” of his stature— 
Cap’s a bom leader even Norse Gods like Thor 
will follow into battle without question. 
WHAT WE'D CHANGE Lately, Cap hasn't 
really acted ''ke Cap. He used Batman-like 
iterrogation scare tactics in Cap #40. He 
abused his Avengers status to preach at a 
trial jury (also in #40). And too often there 
are Superman-like displays of superior 
strength and invulnerability like throwing his 
shield 100 mph at a rocket (#27), or sur- 
Viving a point-blank rocket exhaust blast with- 
‘out any bums (#38). We'd also like to see 
Cap fight villains that aren't always out to 
‘Corupt American values-once in a while's okay. But sometimes we wouldn't 
mind seeing Cap walk into a scrape with Mr. Hyde or something. 
BOTTOM LINE Cap is a very human superhero who needs to rely more on 
his sharp wits to get him outta a jam than using ham-handed battle plans, 
‘At times he’s looks superhuman rather than a struggling hero you root for 
to beat impossible odds. It's not the shield that’s Cap’s greatest asset-it's his 
will to win, 


panels propels this book. In the fight between Hulk and Abom- 
ination in issue #28, Romita creates two fantastic double-page 
spreads of the green behemoths beating each other sense- 
less. And check out the scene on page 33-34, when the Hulk 
literally punches through Abomination's face, knocking out 
an eye and puncturing Blonsky’s armor shell! 

IN ISSUE #28 Bruce Banner has more personalities than Bill 
Clinton had affairs. But what do you get when all the evil and 
malice inside of Banner finally boils up to the surface? You 
get the gamma-powered mega-bomb known as Devil Hulk! 
What will it take to stop him? By Paul Jenkins, John Romita 
Jz. and Tom Palmer. $2.25 (May 16) 


JSA cx conics) 

WHY IT’S COOL Inspirational dialogue that doesn't sound 
corny. When JJ. Thunder gives Star-Spangled Kid attitude 
about the JSA being outdated, she gets right in his face and tells 
him: “The JSA inspires people. They were the first. They show 
all those other jokers trying to be heroes howit's done!" Right 
on, sister! 

IN ISSUE #24 Part 2 of “The Return of Halaman." Hawk- 
man and Hawkgirl stand face to face for the first time, and no 
one knows what to expect. Except for the Sineater, who asks 
Crypt and Phade to help him eliminate the JSA on Thanagar. 
‘The JSA DIE!” says co-writer Geoff Johns. “Well, they get 
beat up really bad...” That's almost like dying. By David S, 
Goyer, Johns, Stephen Sadowski and Michael Bair. $2.50 
(May 23) 


JUST A PILGRIM (ec su tnertinmen 

‘WHY IT’S COOL Only from the twisted mind of Garth Ennis 
would you see a gigantic, hideous, mutated monster snatch a 
man offhis feet, drag him underground and impregnate him. 
It's gonna be a difficult delivery, to say the least. 

IN ISSUE #3 (of 5) Leam everything there is to know about 


the Pilgrim: Who he was before the burn, why he took up the 
Bible and how he got that cross-shaped scar on his mug. Our 
guess is, shaving cut ain’t the answer! By Ennis and Carlos 
Ezquerra. $2.99 (May 16) 


'9 (OC Comics) Superman finally squares off with the 


bald ws been unig hi oa yr, bute nets era Site Face 
Superman, $2.25 (shinning May 30) 


S (06 Conic) 

WHY IT’S COOL I's the 31st century, and the Earth finally 
looks futuristic. Big sweeping cityscapes, giant spaceships, the 
hustle and bustle of 12 billion people! Earth's been rebuilt 
since the Blight almost destroyedit, and it looks fantastic. And 
talk about good-looking: Check out the beautiful cover on #1 
by John Cassaday (Planetary)! 

IN ISSUE # 2 (of 6) The spotlight falls on Ayla Ranzz, bet- 
ter knownas Sparks, the twin sister of Livewire, who sacrificed 
himself in Legion Lost. ‘Sparks returns to her parents’ farm on 
the agri-world Winath,” explain co-writers Dan Abnett and 
Andy Lanning. “She has to come to terms not only with the 
grief of losing her brother and her friends, but also the break- 
up of the Legion.” So much angst! But what does a family secret 
ave to dowith the lightning storms wiping out Winath’s crops? 
By Abnett, Lanning and Enrique Breccia. $3.95 (May 16) 


r {DE Comics) Mike Wieringo joins the 
book in ime to have cat save Jimmy from a deadly video game. And i's nat rant 
$2.25 (May 9) 


(Marvel) The time-traveling menace known as Kang has come to 
Earth, ..to save humanity? Will the Avengers help him or send him packing? 
$2.25 (May 30) 


6 (OC Comics) Batgit intervenes in the workings ofa dysfunctonal~ 
~ and quite pushy doumed-fay, $250 (ay 2) 


BA #591 (DC Comics) Ed Brubaker retums as the ongoing writer and brings 
Deaisot outa ‘mothballs to menace the Dark Knight. $2.25 (May 16) 


2 (CrossGen) The human race is 
gone, and Earth lies in ruins, a giant jigsaw 
puzzle of different historic eras thrown 
together Capricia and her team must uncover 
the truth. $2.95 (May 16) 


EADPOOL #54 (Marvel Comics) Dead- 
pool gets hemia-causng check to whack 
the Marvel Universe's toughest badass—the 
Punisher! $2.25 (May 23) 


(DC Comics) 
‘Croke cops un epartn Gotam, ut 
who's behind them, piling the strings? 
$2.50 (May 9) 


FANTASTIC 3 (Marvel) Johnny Storm puts together a new team wile 
the rest of the Fist Family is trapped in the Negative Zone, $2.25 (May 2) 


54 (DC Comics) The Leaguers are stil spit from their alter egos, and it may 
spell the end of the JLA~and the world! $2.25 (May 30) 


}0N #8 (Joe's Comics/Top Cow) Tine's running out for Deteo- 
tive Grey, as his transformation into a Walker begins. MR, $2.50 (te May) 


2 (CrossGen) The Guild Masters have screwed up and released the ei 
Animora, who they can't control When Aniora goes after Gisele, what side wil Dar- 
row choose? $2.95 (May 9) 


1 (Marvel) Anew vilen named Fusion, who 
can sia any superpower wants, comes cali to Kick Sides yours. 
$225 (May 18) 


#2 (Oni Press) Terrorists attack the M6 HQ in London, and 
op to Tara Chae to tack down and eliminate the atackers. MR, $2.95 
(ate bl 


f #16 (Joe's Comics/Top Cow) This ish wraps up the second ar, 
wih the Spcal realcng thy’ squanderd te powers, But wi they redeem 
themselves or enslave the world? $250 (late May) 


G (06 conics) 
WHY IT’S COOL Because Batman's bad feelings about 
Superman, which have been brewing for almost two decades, 
have rubbed off on the rest of the Bat-Family, making for some 
devilish zingers. After saving a kid from drowning ina frozen ! 
lake, Nightwing makes sure he’s safe and swims away, think- 
ing to himself, “Superman could stick around for the applause. : 


4/10 (Todd McFarlane Productions/Image) The assassin Sinon Pure 
hits NYC to cleanse it of sin, and Spawn’s hopelessly outnumbered, 2.50, 
(ate May) 


0 (DC Comics) Mongu shows up with his sister Mongal, but 
Supes gets a had fram his ll dog Kp! Dale Keown (Pt) quest pecs! 
$2.25 (May 2) 


T'mstill low profile.” 

IN ISSUE #57 Captured by Shrike, Nightwing lies helpless, 
chained up in an abandoned warehouse and surrounded by a 
horde of deadly ninjas just itchin’ to fillet him alive! He'll prob- 
ably escape, butit’s the “how” that makes this bookDC’s best ! 


IM-UP #4 (Marvel on Man makes his ultimate debut, 
ashe es wih Spidey toatl. Dou! $2.25 (ay 30 
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hidden gem. By Chuck Dixon, Rick Leonardi, Jesse Delper- 
dang and Mark Farmer. $2.25 (May 9) 


100 BUL (ertgn/n¢) 

WHY IT’S COOL You think those bullets are always for 
revenge, huh? Some of the benefactors of the 100 bullets use 
them in creative ways. For example, when a low-down dirtbag 
gets the briefcase, his mission is to kill the one person who 
screwed up his life—himself, But before he does that, he fig- 
ures he'll off 99 strangers one by one, leaving his basement a 
veritable slaughterhouse. 

IN ISSUE #24 As the Trust families get together for their 
summit meeting, Agent Graves plots to move against one of 
the members. But there's another player in the game moving 
against Graves, one who's got the will to see Graves pushing 
up daisies. By Brian Azzarello and Eduardo Risso. MR. $2.50 


) . E (wiltstorw0c) 

WHY IT’S COOL It's the new book from artist Humberto 
Ramos and writer Brian Augustyn, the same creative team that 
made Crimson—the teen vampire thriller—such a hit, Not only 
that, Ramos returns to the sexy, teen-centric adventure sto- 
ries he excelled at, like he did with Impulse. 

IN ISSUE #1 Welcome to El Dorado City, a paradise on Earth. 
It's the perfect place to live and raise a family—except for the 
fact that everyone in town has sold their souls to the demons 
who live in the Draedrealm below EDC. Four distinctly dif- 
ferent teens must overcome their differences in order to save 
their hometown. By Ramos, Augustyn and Sandra Hope. $2.50 


D US (nage) 
WHY IT’S COOL Subversive humor that undermines yet 
celebrates superhero conventions. In the Powers 
Coloring/Activity Book, you can't help but laugh at the “Safety 
Tips" section, which asks the question: How to Tell If Your 
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Writer Warren Ellis 
delves deeply into 

the steaming, smelly 

underbelly of soci- 

ety that we don’t 

want to see—the 

evil, the wicked, the 

dispossessed. This 

three-issue mini- 

series from Avatar 

Press explores the 

lives of those people who live on the edge of humanity. 
They have their own values, their own morality, their 
own way of going crazy. It's a Bad World indeed. By Ellis 
and Jacen Burrows. MR. Regular cover—$3.50; 
wraparound cover—$3.95 (shipping late May) 


Father Might Be a Supervillain? One clue? If he says things 
like: “Son, tomorrow at the Little League game, your oppo- 
nents will learn THE TRUE MEANING OF HELLFIRE! Now go 
to bed, sweety.” 

IN ISSUE #12 Ina story called “Groupies,” Detectives Walker 
and Pilgrim must investigate the murder of a superhero who 
may have been killed by an amorous groupie. “When the 
biggest horndog in superherodom is found dead in his undies, 
guess who's called in to investigate?” asks writer Brian Michael 
Bendis. “Walker and Deena are taken through the seedy and 
sexy underbelly of superhero fame on the trail of the groupie- 
turned-liller. I guarantee you're not going to see anything 
like this in another comic book.” By Bendis and Michael Avon 
Oeming. MR. $2.95 (May) 


EIN (06 conics) 

WHY IT’S COOL 'Cuz Robin's becoming his own man and 
not just another kid sidekick. After betraying one of Tim's 
secrets to the Spoiler (issue #87), Tim gets pissed and does 
the unexpected—Rather than kowtow before the scary Dark 
Knight, Robin tells Batman to take a long walk off a short pier 
and stalks off to brood. Kinda like how Batman's been treatin’ 
people for years. 

IN ISSUE #90 Robin's traipsing around the Himalayas when 
he's attacked by a swarm of... miniature yetis? If that weren't 
bad enough, his buddy Danny Temple continues to elude the 
Boy Wonder, who may be going home without his pal and a 
terminal case of frostbite! By Chuck Dixon, Scott Beatty, Pete 
Woods and Andrew Pepoy. $2.25 (May 23) 


VIF I (Marve) 

WHY IT’S COOL The potential of the Ultimate Universe is 
limitless, and reading these titles makes us hungry for more! 
When the school catches fire (in ish #6), Pete heads to the can 
to change to Spidey. Realizing his friends will now he's Spi- 
der-Man, he jumps out the window and changes behind a 
bush, wondering to himself: “This can't be how Captain Amer- 


} ica doesit!” Bring on Ultimate Cap! 


IN ISSUE #9 Spider-Man has his first showdown with the 
Kingpin of Crime! And it'sa fight that teaches Pete a toughles- 
son on just how connected Fisk is! “This is one of those issues 


I've been dying to do since I got the gig,” says writer Brian 
Michael Bendis, “Young Spidey faces off against the Enforcers— 
Mr. Big, Ox, Montana and Fancy Dan, the first thugs of the Mar- 
vel universe brought back in the ultimate way!” By Bendis, 
Mark Bagley and Art Thibert. $2.25 (May 2) 


ULI IVIEN (ne! 

WHY IP's COOL Say what youwant, but the Ulimate X-Men 
are a hundred times hipper than their predecessors. After 
‘Wolverine compliments him on his impressive Danger Room 
programs (issue #3), Hank McCoy says: “Consider yourself at 
the top of the list for the Britney and Christina program I've been 
working on upstairs.” That's one way to work up a sweat! 

IN ISSUE #6 The first storyarc concludes, as Magneto brings 
his terroristic ways to the steps of the White House by turning the 
Sentinels against the U.S. government. How can the X-Men defeat 
Magneto, stop the Sentinels and deal with a traitor in their ranks? 
By Mark Millar, Andy Kubert and Art Thibert. $2.25 (May 16) 
NOTE: For more X-Men coverage, see the feature on page 58 
exploring the revamp of Uncanny X-Men and New X-Men! 


D (Car Hore) 


WHY IT's CooL! Because it only looks like a funny animal : 
book. You don’t even realize these are cute fuzzy animals, : 


because they're slicing and dicing each other into lunch meat. 
Usagi could give Wolverine a run for his money in the ass-kick- 
ing department, after dispatching a half dozen ninjas single- 
handedly (ish #45), including decapitating three of the baddies. 
IN ISSUE #48 When you lie down with dogs, you're bound 
to get fleas. The leader of the Neko Ninja Clan, Chizu, learns that 
lesson the hard way as she suddenly finds herself caught 
between her ninjas and her master Lord Hikiji, But when the 
ninjas turn against her, who can she go to for help? By Stan 
Sakai, $2.99 (May 23) 


B (Oark Horse) 
way Irs COOL Akira is the Japanese version of Watchmen; it's that 
good, It features huge, sprawling cinematic action and an epic and fright- 
ening story. In the 21st century, the government does twisted experiments 
‘on kids to try and magnify their 
psychic abilities, When Tetsuo, one 
af the now-telekinetic boys, 
unleashes the most powerful 
weapon to date-the young boy 
called Akira-not only Neo-Tokyo 
but the entire world stands on the 
brink of annihilation. The race is on 
for the government and the rebel 
resistance to find Akira and stop 
him before he can wipe out the 
‘world with his god-like abilities 
BOTTOM LINE Not a big manga 
fan? Don't worry-Akira's the real 
deal. Your trade paperback collection 
ain't worth a hill of beans ft doesn't 
include Akira, This is an absolute 
must-read story. MR. $24.95 (June 27) 


IMAN (Vertigo/06) Collecting the Grant Morrison-written, critically 
acclaimed first nine issues of the series. Buddy Baker’s a good family man 
and a fierce animal activist, but when he tries to get back into the super- 
hero gig, his life takes a chaatic-and deadly-turn, MR, $19.95 (May 2) 


(iisiorm/06) Steejack’s out on 
parol, but hes ining Ife onthe outside tough. When he ges caught up 
in a murder investigation, will he redeem himself, wind up back in jal or get 
his butt handed to him by the Honor Guard? $14.95 (May 30) 


TERN: WIL DD (06 Comics) This 96-page hardcover 
aie al Jordans eay days in rating on a planet where wilpower i 
serra $24.95 (May 2) 


IF EI NAN (Marvel) One of Tony 
Stas doses als fames him for murer and Tony could be the nevi 
tim, unless he finds a way to defeat-Iran Man! $14.95 (May 23) 


INY SPARKS: THE RET HISTOR F THE AUTHO 
(WildStorm/DC) A look back at pivotal moments in the life of Jenny Sparks, 
the electrically powered leader of the Authority, MIR, $14.95 (May 8) 


S (Qark 
Horse) Ogami and Tego get teas fighting the a ana yar 
cold Daigaro must find his father and evade deadly assassins. MR. $9.95 
(June 27) 


MARVEL BOY (Marvel) Collecting the recently completed Grant Morison tale 
ce a ea out and tau Kree warrior out to destroy Earth, $15.95 (June 8) 


UNISHER: E BACK (Marl) All 12 issues of the hit mini- 
series by Garth Ennis and Steve Dil ae ele here Soneare call te 
coroner. $24.95 (May 9) 


ION WOL. 1 (Cross6en) The first seven issues of the series tell the story 
of young Ethan, a boy who must use the power of the sigil to become a man 


and lead his kingdom, $19.95 (May) 


FRIENDS (0¢ Gonics) A collection of stores starring the cartoon ver- 
sion of your favorite superheroes, including Wendy, Marvin and Wonder Dog, 
Check out the Alex Ross cover! $14.95 (May 9) 
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BONEYARD 


WHAT DO YOU GET WHEN YOU MIX GROTESQUE MONSTERS, A HOT VAMPIRE 
CHICK AND SOME SCARED SMALL-TOWNERS? ONE HELLUVA SHOWDOWN. 


THE DIRT: The story follows Michael Paris, 2 young man who inherits 
from his late grandfather @ prime piece of real estate—prime, 
that is, if you're a poker-playing werewolf or a demon with 
Napoleon Syndrome, It's Boneyard, a funny, four-issue, 
Quarterly mini-series written, penciled and inked by Richard 
Moore (Far West)) from NBM Publishing, 
IF YOU LIKE: Are youa big fan of the Universal 
Studios monsters (Dracula, Frankenstein, the Mummy, et al.) or 
‘the underlying message of being shunned for being “different” 
in Marvel's X-Men? Then you'll really enjoy Boneyard 
DIDJA KNOWS Don't tis that Barnes & Noble 
employee—he could be the next comic great, “I actually wrote 
‘the first four-issue storyare of Boneyard on lunch breaks while 
‘working at a bookstore a few years back,” crows Moore, 
“That's also where | wrote Far West, Dé/a Vu and The Pound, among others.” 


t'sa relatively common dream. One morning you find 
out that your Grandfather Archibald has passed away, 
and in his will left you a small piece of land. Later you 
find out that the “small piece of land’” is actually a 10-acre lot 
in southern California, overlooking a topless beach inhab- 
ited by Victoria's Secret models. 

For Michael Paris, that dream has finally come true. 
There's just one problem: The small piece of landis actually 
adecrepit cemetery. Also, instead of beautiful southern Cali, 
it's actually located in a small town called Raven’s Hollow that 
always seems to have a dark cloud hanging over it.. literally. 
And rather than scantily clad supermodels frolicking in the sand, 
it's got vampires, werewolves and zombies. 

Basically, instead of a beach front, Paris has a boneyard. 

Boneyard, an all-new mini-series from NBM Publishing, fol- 
lows the adventures of Paris as he fights to save a cemetery he 
never really wanted in the first place. Indie comic fans may rec- 
ognize series creator Richard Moore from his previous work, 
Antarctic Press’ Far West, but it's Boneyard that's officially put him 
on the industry map, with issue #1 cracking the Diamond Top 200 
list this March. 

And with good reason. Moore’s snappy, ultra-realistic 
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dialogue in the first issue brings to mind that of Ultimate Spider- 
Man scribe Brian Michael Bendis. Yet Moore’s real strength lies 
inhis characterization. While it may seem as though he's strongly 
influenced by horror films of yesteryear, Moore writes each 
creature with his/her/its own unique traits that makes them funny 
and heartwarming at the same time. 

For example, there's Abbey, a 
2,000-year-old vampire with looks 
tokilland a heart of gold, Abbey 
and Paris currently share a 


A ‘BONE’ TO PICK NBM Publishing's Boneyard, 
featuring vampire Abbey (left) and hapless Michael 
Paris, puts a clever twist on classic movie mons! 


will-they-or-won't-they relationship, but in upcoming issues Moore 
will paint a picture of what life is like for someone who's seen two 
maillennia’s worth of friends and lovers come and go. 

“She's had extreme ups and downs, and at one point, she 
became tired of getting close to people only to have them grow 
old and die, so she withdrew completely from the world,” relates 
Moore. ‘It was Paris’ grandfather who brought her out of seclu- 
sion and gave her a home in the cemetery." 

Then there’s Glump, a “fat little demon with aspirations of 
world domination—just not the power or competence to pull it 
off,” according to Moore. “He's obsessed with taking over the 
world, His schemes will include implanting mind-control devices 
in the brains of the other cast members, putting out a swimsuit 
special of the women of Boneyard with less-than-subliminal- 
messages, and, in classic tampering-in-God's-domain tradition, 
creating a ‘Doomsday Frog.'"” 

Overall, it's Moore's keen and unique sense of humor that will 
undoubtedly win over readers of Boneyard, which shows up equally 
in his writing as well as his art, With a knack for drawing great 
facial expressions and ma e Kevin Maguire 


Paris is going through emotio’ 
Moore's conversational pacingis din his panels, on 
par with folks like Damion Scott (Ba‘giri) and Mike Avon Oeming 
(Powers). Not too shabby for someone whose only formal training 
was “an art class my sophomore year of high school 

“More laughs, more action and a lot of fur 
promises readers of the next few issues of Bone 
could get very messy, and there's a huge surprise 
everyone: Someone isn't who he—or she—appears to 

So could all of the Boneyard monsters be hali-naked 
Victoria's Secret models after all? I guess we'll just have to 
wait...and hope. 


sically. Likewise, 


and) 


T WORD: Witha clever twist on classic movie 
monsters, funny dialogue and one hot tamale ofa vampire, we're 
Kinda upset that this story's only gonna be four issues long. Be 
sure to snap it up—issue #2’s out this May. I CASEY SEUAS (Ww) 


7 BAGK! | DON'T. 
Ware rsn! roa cAw 
Hatem euooe — 

(On my Souk TI 


to locat 

hing com 2 r 

re atte E-mail us at secretstash @ wizard. oo 
Vells Ave., Congers, NY 1 


Boneyard sound cool? Then why not pick these up as well? All 
items shipping in May! 


REVENGE OF THE FILLERBUNNY 
Ever wanted to pile-drive a 
Teletubby? Re-enact the 
torture scene from 
Reservoir Dogs on Elmo? 
Getcher chance in Revenge 
of the Fillerbunny, starring 
a cute [il pink bunny whose 
only purpose in life is to 
entertain the masses by 
being tortured over and 
‘over and over again. Pub- 
lished by Slave Labor 
Graphics and written by 
indie fanfave Jhonen 
Vasquez (Johnny the Homi- 
cidal Maniac), Revenge 
finds the pain magnet finally getting payback on the sadists who 
make his life a living hell, Vasquez, who wrote this one-shot in two 
nights on no sleep, delights fans once again with off-the-wall humor 
and simplistic-yet-brilliant art. $2.25 


TORTURE THIS TOY To coincide with the release of Revenge of 
the Fillerbunny, get your Fillerbunny action figure from Slave Labor 
Graphics, It has zero points of articulation and no special features, 
but is light enough to throw at a bus doing 100 mph. Available at 
slavelaborgraphics.com for $12.95. 


STRANGERS NO MORE Abstract Studio releases the Strangers in 
Paradise Slipcase, containing the first three TPBs of the soap-opera- 
esque series which chronicles two girls that trouble always seems 
to find. $47.95 ($12.95 slipcase only) 


MY HEROBEAR Mike Kunkel’s Herobear and the Kid, the story 
of a boy and his ass-kickin’, cape-wearin’ bear, is slowly picking up 
steam in the indie comics world, and fans can now get their own Her- 
obear...sort of. Available now is a scaled-down, plush, beanbag 
Herobear toy for $15. There's even a Herobear and the Kid T-shirt 

for $17. 


BAT MAN Enjoy- 
ing Batman lately? 
Then you may 
want to read 
Batman writer Ed 
Brubaker's semi- 
autobiographical 
graphic novel, A 
Complete Lowlife. 
Available from Top 
Shelf Productions, 
it focuses on love, 
despair and steal- 
ing from work. § 
$12.95 mi CS 
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COMIC MARKET 


NEWS AND 


NOTES FOR COLLECTORS 


EVERYWHERE! 


.NETIGAINS 


RAKING IN THE ‘GREEN’ 


IWhail his Highness, the Queen! 
After months of anticipation, Green Arrow #1 by 
fanfave writer Kevin Smith (director of “Clerks,” writer 

of Daredevil) finally alighted on ravenous GA enthusiasts. 

The ish boasted extraordinary sales figures even before it 
hit stands this February 28. Smith was quoted as saying sales 
reached between 83,000 and 86,000 copies, and GA #1 landed 
at No. 6 in the February Top 100. 

Prepared for a feeding frenzy, DC printed about 20% over 
the initial order numbers for reorders. Good thing, too—before 
Feb, 28, retailers deluged the publisher with advance reorders, 
meaning the book was reordered before it went on sale! This 
was based on word of mouth due to Smith's involvement and 
a six-page preview that appeared in Wizanb #113. 

“That preview had a huge impact,” says Mike Banks, man- 
ager of All About Books and Comics in Phoenix, Ariz. “We cut 
out the spread and hung it on our wall, which got even more 
fans buzzing.” 

When all the dust had settled, DC had sold out of the entire 
first printing of 101,000 copies, according to Smith. “To do the 
numbers we did, that’s just great,” he says. “It 


speaks volumes about a character that heretofore no one really 
thought about.” 

With all of the GA hubbub, sales of key back issues have 
increased sharply. Green Arrow (vol. 1) #101 (the “death” of 
Oliver Queen) trades at $34, while #137 (the final issue of the 
first series and Ollie's resurrection) fetches $12. Even the new 
Smith GA #1 was seen already going for $5 to $8 at this March's 
Orlando MegaCon, and secures up to $17 on eBay! DC green- 
lita second printing of Green Arrow #1, which went on sale this 
March with a different UPC code and an indicia change. 

“This book hit big even though retailers were cautiously 
optimistic,” says Brad Bankston, manager of Austin Books, Inc. 
in Austin, Texas. 

After the initial 12-issue storyarc is complete, Smith plans 
to hang around for six months toa year. “Once I'm done with 
that initial storyline, which puts Ollie fully back in the DC 
Universe, I'd like to stick around and do some single-issue or 
two-parter stories,” Smith says. 

Green Arrow’s success has many fans scratching their 
heads as to what the next big hit will be. Bankston sees Frank 
Miller's Dark Knight sequel as 2001's next colossal offering, 
but doesn’t rule out Amazing Spider-Man (vol. 2) #30 (the first 
J. Michael Straczynski-written issue) or New X-Men #114, 
debuting the new creative team of Grant Morrison and Frank 
Quitely. Or the next shocker could be /SA #23, which 
features the return 
of Hawkman. 
“Hey, it’s the return ofa 
beloved DC second-tier charac- 
ter,” Bankston muses. “The fans seem. 
to love it when those guys 
come back.” 

IEJESSE THOMPSON & 
JIM MeLAUCHLIN 


BULLSEYE Kevin Smith's 
Green Arrow #1 tary 
hottest comic yet. 


ART AUCTION NETS $68,620 


Pérez, Linsner pieces score bucks in 
ACTOR’s first outing 


He: you like to own that amazing George Pérez pro- 
motional piece for the upcoming JLA/Avengers crossover? 
You know the one—it's been all over the Internet and was fea- 
tured in Wizarp #116. 

‘That piece of original art sold for $4,100 at the inaugural 
ACTOR auction March 3 at the MegaCon in Orlando, Fla. And 
a Dawn original cover by Joseph Michael Linsner—the first 
published Dawn cover ever available—went for $6,000. 

ACTOR (A Commitment To Our Roots) is a non-profit foun- 
dation started by a consortium of current publishers, among 
them CrossGen's Mark Alessi, to give financial aid to old-time 
comic creators who need it. "For many years, a lot of the peo- 
ple who created the framework of this industry largely lived 
month to month,” said Alessi, “This foundation is designed so 
that those of us in the creative community now can send more 
than good wishes out to those who came before us.” 

With original art donations fro. creators as Alex Ross, 
Joe Kubert, Michael Turner and John Romita Sr. and Jr., the 
MegaCon auction snagged $68,621 good wishes in 
about two and a half hours—that’s o° an hour! 

“It was a very good first step,” "You haven't 
seen anything yet; give us a whole year to p' 
I'd be surprised if we don’t break $150,000 or a 

The next scheduled ACTOR auction is set fo 
MegaCon, but Alessi says there may be some 
ties at some of the other big cons. With ACTOR’s 
and the recent demise of the Sotheby's original art 
don’t be surprised if ACTOR becomes the pre-emine: 
for buying original comic art. lL JIM AREHART 


said Ale: 


(OTOP COW ROOKIES Something old, something new. Combine fresh tal- 
ent (such as penciler Talent Caldwell and writer Fiona Avery) with the ol 
multiple-cover marketing blitz, and Top Cow Productions’ recent Fathom: 
Killian’s Tide #1 and No Honor #1 have registered as big hits. 


(J. MICHAEL STRAGZYNSKI Top Cow is averaging 10,000 averprint 
Copies on every issue of the Straczynski-written Rising Stars 
and Midnight Nation these days. . .and still selling out. And 
Straczynski’s appearance on Amazing Spider-Man has 
fe pumped new life into that title, also, getting retailers 
to up their orders, 


(@) DO'S GREEN GUYS Not only is Green Arrowa 
‘sensation beyond sensations (see story at 
__left), but the emerald-hued 

Spectre (the Hal 


Kind) is 
also heating up, with 
> appearances in 


433-4730 seeing 
price gains, 


TN 


N 
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Legends of the 
OC Universe 


THE FIRST ONE 
TO_MENTION THE 
SPIDER-CLONE 
GETS A KICK IN 
THE NUTS. 


NUMBER OF SPIDER: MAN TITLES 

: PUBLISHED BY MARVEL 
19624: Amazing Spider-Man 

| 

| 


~— MIRACLEWAN! More proof that fans are 
clamoring for Todd McFarlane 
Productions to reprint the very tough- 
to-find and expensive Miracleman 
comics, which they hold the rights to: 
Prices of Miracleman #2-4#10 have all 
slightly jumped in price as would-be read- 
ers hunt them down. And it's no wonder 
people want to read these comics-they're some 
of the best stuff Alan Moore has written! 


© GRENDEL’ The first three issues of the old Comico 
1983 Grendel series by Matt Wagner have all 

slipped a bit in price this month, That may be due to 
Dark Horse’s recent reprinting of the series-recolored 

and looking much better than the original, no less. 


PLANETARY’ Last month we hinted that the 

Warren Ellis-written WildStorm/DC series Planetary 

was bumpin’ up, and we were right. This month it 

seems Planetary #6-#10, the issues that really hit 

home at the series’ “Who Is the Fourth Man?” mys- 

tery, have all increased in price, Guess comic readers just love a 
well-told mystery, 


Comics 
by the 
Numbers 


paddle, a rubber ball, and a string could be such a blast? 
Apparently the fine folks at the Aim Toothpaste Kids’ Club 
thought so when they offered this Spider-Man Paddleball 
Premium (left) back in 1982. Hours of entertainment sold 
for $15.50 online, 

AS } LAW-ABIDING LAGES To 

keep you from TIT up on the path of crime, the DC Superhero 

Shoelaces come ready to. . .well, stay tied. Sold on eBay for a not- " 

stringy $14.01, do-gooders like Wonder Woman, Superman, Batman if 

and the Flash are present and all ready to be strung out. 

Dynamic Forces) MASQUERADING MERC The 'Poolman would defintely be looking to 

bust some heads if he saw this. The “Rare Error!” Toy Biz 10-inch 

Deadpool Figure is really just a bizarre knockoff that comes in Spider~ 

Man packaging, complete with a Captain America shield. This 

‘mort-with-a-mouth sold for $38 on eBay. 

WORST GOSTUME EVER! Words from everyone's favorite “Simpsons” character, the Comic Book 

Guy, ring in our ears with but a glimpse of the Crochet Hero Superhero Doll Costume Pattern 

(above). Since when has superheroing and Knitting been used in conjunction? If you like to emu- 

fate lame characters like Aunt May, this $2 set is just what you need, 

THANAGARIAN FUN KIT The “Super Powers” Hawkman Signature Stamp Set (below) finally gives 
some respect to our grim pal Katar Hol, Just because he's had more 
series canceled than Aquaman on a bad day doesn't mean that he can't 
have fun with this booklet and stamp set. A steal on Thanagar for $5.95. 
FUZZY CONNECTION From the marketing bonanza that followed 
“Retum of the Jedi” comes the “Hello Wicket” Ewok Phone, This plas- 
tic, too-cute-for-words rotary 
rascal (sold for $6.48 on eBay) is 7 
perfect for dialing up Logray or cand photos etc. 

King Gameesh for an annoying | ppariaineeaeen 


ound of “Whazzup?!” 151 Wells Ave, Congers, NY 10920 
‘e-mail: soldonebay @wizardworld.com 


10,0 ‘opies of Fathom: Killian’s 
0,000 copies of Fathom: Kill 
Tide #1 sold through comic merchandiser 


500 number of comic books 
published by Top Cow Productions as of 
July 2001 


106 Number of new comic book pro- 
posals sent to Image Comics as of 
mid-March 2001 


26 number of new 
comic book proposals 
sent to Image Comics as 
of mid-March 2001 com- 
paring themselves 
to Tellos 


4@ number of new 
comic book proposals 
green-lit by Image 
Comics as of mid- 
March 2001 


750 Amount, inUS. dollars, that aCGC- 
graded 9.9 Spider-Man #1 gold UPC variant 
sold for in March 2001 


188 number oforiginal art pieces auc- 
tioned at the inaugural ACTOR art auction 
on March 3, 2001 at the Orlando MegaCon 
(see story on page 113) 

72 number of doughnuts passed out by 
Paul Dini and Alex Ross to a rain-soaked 
line of fans waiting on the sidewalk for a 
recent signing appearance at Lee’s Comics 
in Palo Alto, Calif. 


sree asec ames TOE 
iy oe 
= > fl! | Ve Brentting Brian Michael Bendis lis touches tums to gold-period. 
7 ~— The Uitimate Spider-Man, Powers and Daredevil writer is} 
red-hot these days. So what do you think might happen when 
5s Marvel launches a new Elektra series, featuring Daredevils 
{over Elektra, and written by Mr. Midas himself? That's right— 
a back-issue frenzy on everything Elektra, as fans rush to 
catch up on this character. You might wanna start with 
Elektra: Assassin #1 with great art by Bill Sienkiewicz, cur- 
rently a steal at only $6, 
It's sure to go up in price, 


54 Total number of filming days on “Jay 
and Silent Bob Strike Back,” Kevin Smith's 
new movie ON THE COMIC RA 
9 The most popular comic book in America undergoes a major 
& Number of days facelift come issue #394, on sale this May, New creative team, 
BEFORE Kevin Smith’s Joe Casey (writes) and lan Churchill (draws) takes over Uncanny 
Green Arrow #1 hit stores X-Men with this ish, and as you can see from that cover, they're 
that DC Comics went back really stirring things up. Along with writer Grant Morrison and 
for a second printing (see } artist Frank Quitely over on New X-Men (The renamed X-Men 
story on page 112) title-neat!), Casey and Churchill promise to make the X-Men 
better than ever. This book, as their starting point, is sure to be 
T BOB AND JA much in demand. Don't miss it on the racks, 


They Are Our Galaxy's Last, Best Hope. 
And They're Only Seven Years Old. 


TM and © 2001 WildStorm Produetions, an Imprint of DC Ce 


A creature-filled, 
four-issue miniseries 
by Scott Lobdell 

and Carlos Meglia ) 


Rocketing into adventure this May. 


whe 
Call 1-888-COMIC BOOK for your nearest comics shop. WILOSTORM.cOMm 


Nts by Fe Sire 


com [etvia from 
Keos™ guru 


Is there a difference in market value for a Silver Age comic | 


if it has a 15 cents cover price or if it has a 9 pence cover price? 
Are the English editions considered reprints, or not?—Damian, | 
London, England | 
There is indeed a difference. Comics with “pence” on the caver are obviously j 
UK/European editions, and they're valued lower. Collectors would rather have 
‘American copies than foreign copies, at least in this country. Besides which, often 
the overseas versions in the Silver Age are considered reprints. | 
| 
Okay, we know that only Thor—or someone deemed “worthy,” which 
is a very select group of people—can lift Thor's hammer, Mjolnir. So what 
if Thor sets Mjolnir on a table—could anyone lift the table? What if Thor's 
holding Mjolnir and sitting on a couch? Could anyone lift the couch? And § 
how does the Avengers’ Quinjet take off if Mjoinir (and presumably Thor) | 
are in it? Help!—blondiechaplin@aol.com 


= In my quest to collect information, | have observed one weakness of the § 
Thunder God to be exploited. While Thar is halding on to Mjalni, anyone or any- } 
thing can lift him, hammer and all. Witness Thor (vol. 2) #35. Thar is in his “Jake 
Olson” guise and unconscious, no less, but the Enchantress drags his limp body 
to Mjolnir, wraps his hand around it and forces the hammer to strike the ground, 
awakening the Odinson, | have yet 
to find whether Thor's dead body- 
or even a severed hand-could also } 
be used to such effect. . .as for just 
the hammer on a table, without 
Thor hefting it, no go. 


SOT A QUEST! 


Welcome to the inaugural “Cool Swag” 
column-about what's hot in the world 
‘of comic book-related stuff. This month 
‘we'll focus on the Bowen Designs Mini- 
Busts-there’s a bevy of activity for 
these, due to extremely low pro- 

‘duction runs, X-Men Cyclops and 

Storm (both with production runs lim- 
ited to 3,000) sell for as high as $381 and 
$153, respectively. The Avengers? Black 
Panther (4,000 run) commands $300; Thor 


(3,000) sells as high as $535, The tron Man 

(modern armor) bust, with a run of 2,000, 

nets $295, Be on the lookout for the Silver 

‘Age Armor Iron Man bust (now worth only 

$50) to go up soon, as the 4,000 run is sold out, Our ULTRA-HOT pick is the 
Hulk/Mr. Fixit variant bust exclusive to Best Comics in Little Neck, NY, due out 
in April-it's got a limited production run of 2,500! 
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The first numeral indicates current sales rank; the second, sales rank the pre- 
vious month, Titles denoted with a (-) weren't avaitable last month, 


1, (3) Ultimate X-Men #4 (Marvel) 
2. (1) Uncanny X-Men #392 (Marvel) 
3. (2) X-Men #112 (Marvel) 
4, (10) Ultimate Spider-Man #7 (Marvel) 
5. (7) Wolverine #162 (Marvel) 
6. (4) Ultimate Marvel Team-Up #2 (Marvel) 
7. (8) JLA #82 (DC) 
8. (6) Green Arrow #2 (DC) 
9. (-) Fathom: Killian #1 (Top Cow/Image) 
10. (-) Daredevil: Yellow #1 (Marvel) 
Writer Jeph Loeb on frequent collaborator, artist 
Tim Sale: “I'm constantly astonished by Tim's 
ability to change his style from project to project. 
His inkwash technique—along with Matt 
| —Hollingsworth’s colors—redefines the way we 
| ___ hope you look at Daredevil.” 
| 11. (9) Avengers #40 (Marvel) 
| 12. (11) Daredevil #18 (Marvel) 
13. (12) Spawn#108 (Todd 
| McFarlane Productions/Image) 
| 14. (13) Rising Stars #15 (Top Cow/Image) 
| 15. (14) Fantastic Four #41 (Marvel) 
ql . (16) Amazing Spider-Man #29 (Marvel) 
17. (20) Superman #168 (DC) 
18. (15) Universe X #8 (Marvel) 
19. (23) Detective Comics #756 (DC) 
20. (17) Peter Parker: Spider-Man #29 (Marvel) 
21, (18) Batman #589 (DC) 
22. (19) Thor #38 (Marvel) 
23. (-) JLA: Black Baptism #1 (DC) 
24. (21) Tomb Raider #12 (Top Cow/Image) 
25, (24) Midnight Nation #6 (Top Cow/Image) 
26. (27) Captain America #41 (Marvel) 
21, (26) Iron Man #40 (Marvel) 
28. (25) X-Men Forever #5 (Marvel) 
29. (30) Batgirl #14 (DC) 
30, (39) Thunderbolts #50 (Marvel) 
31, (35) JSA #22 (DC) 
32, (-) Amazing Spider-Man 
2001 (Marvel) 
33. (29) X-Force #114 (Marvel) 
34. (34) Mutant X #31 (Marvel) 
35. (36) Nightwing #85 (DC) 
| 36. (44) Generation X 
#15 (Marvel) 
() Planetary 
#14 (WildStorm/DC) 
] 38. (38) Cable #91 (Marvel) 
39, (-) Just A Pilgrim #1 
| Glack Bull Entertainment) 
| 40. (50) Blink #4 (Marvel) 
41, (33) Action Comics #777 (DC) 
42, (45) Green Lantern #136 (DC) 
43. (28) Defenders #3 (Marvel) 
44, (43) Incredible Hulk 
#26 (Marvel) 
45. (48) Batman: Gotham 
Knights #18 (DC) 
46. (40) Adventures 
of Superman #590 (DC) 
41, (42) Superman: The 
Man of Steel #112 (DC) 
48. (51) Batman: Legends 
of the Dark Knight #141 (DC) 
49. (47) Harley Quinn # 6 (DC) 
50. (52) Marvel Knights # 11 (Marvel) 
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GIANT KILLERS JLA at No. 
7, continues it’s dominance 
DC's No.l boi 
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COMING THIS JUNE as; 
witchbladetv.com AOL Keyword: TNT Fed 


ARTISTS: Phil Hester & Ande Parks 
Kevin Smith? Who the hell is that? That guy with the 
Silent Bob racket going? Apparently, Smith likes to 
‘moonlight as a funnybook writer, and his revisionist 
take on GA has caught the attention of fans and non- 
fans alike, The debut sold out instantly, and so did 
the 15,000 extra copies DC printed up to satisfy 
demand. At press time, a second printing was on the 
way. Expect to pay § to 8 smackers for a gen-yoo-ine 
first edition. LAST MONTH: N.R. (NOT RATED) 


3 GREEN ARROW (vol. 1) #137 


WRITER: Chuck Dixon 
ARTISTS: R. Damaggio, D. Braithwaite & various 
Ist... 2 Could itbe..? Yeah, that loks to be Olver Queen's 
shoes in oe ofthe panels in tis issue, the last of the orig 
nal series. His friggin’ shoes. What a comeback. What an 
vent How sad are you people’ Hey, listen, weve got photo 
af Jennifer Aniston's lft hand grabbing a Mochaccino at 
Starbucks, Where do we start the bidding? LAST MONTH: 3 


Wizanp, by staying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye on the 
country’s hottest back issues. These are the books ringing the registers this month. 


2 ULTIMATE X-MEN #1 


[DF CONCEPT SKETCH COVER) 
‘WRITER: Mark Millar 

ARTISTS: Adam Kubert & Art Thibert 
Yes, indeed, the Ultimate brand strikes again, This is 
the ultra-rare, super-hard-to-find Dynamic Forces 
“concept sketch edition.” What the holy blazes is that? 
‘Damn thing looks to be in black and white. If we 
wanted that, we'd catch “Donna Reed” reruns on the 
dish, Nonetheless, the fans seem to have taken to this 
like stink on @ dog's butt, and it's in short supply. 
LAST MONTH: NR. 


4 ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN #1B 


(WHITE VARIANT COVER) 

WRITERS: Brian Michael Bendis & Bill Jemas 
ARTISTS: Mark Bagley & Art Thibert 

Like a fungus tha just won't go away even after repeated teat- 
iment Fans are stil clamoring for this are cover that was sent 
only torte, Hey, guess what? Iwas a git for them, nt you 
Lt the bg smelly man behind the counter have his day God 
knows he needs i. LAST MONTH: 1 


S AUTHORITY #22 


WRITER: Mark Millar 
ARTISTS: Frank Quitely & Trevor Scott 

Its been a good run for Milar and Qutely, as they sue- 
cessfully took onthe reins of the popular te, Now they're 
both on their way out, and this issue sees Apollo and the 
Midnighter apparently going to that great big rst stp in the 
sy. Are they realy dead? Well if they are, you're gonna feel 
pretty stupid for not picking this up. LAST MONTH: NR. 


ans 7 ACTION COMICS #775 


WRITER: Joe Kelly 
# ARTISTS:D Mahnke, L.Bermejo 
&M. Alquiza 

Even parody Authority characters are hot This issue sees 
Supes encountering a troupe that closely resembles the grumpy 
heroes of the WildStorm tte, Fans have taken to the group 
0 much so that some of them may wind up sticking around 
the OC Universe inthe future, LAST MONTH: 10 


G6 ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN #3 
WRITERS: Brian Michael Bendis & Bill Jemas 
ARTISTS: Mark Bagley & Art Thibert 
Brian Michael Bendis strikes again! Retailers ahvays order less 
of follow-up issues to #1, in case the series is a bust. Well, 
no big news flash here: A successful Spidey revamp proved 
to be the ktten’s pajamas. The third issue is alittle on the 
scarce side, and they're getting scooped up whenever pos 
sible, LAST MONTH: N.R, 


SSTORMWATCH #10 


WRITER: Warren Ellis 
ARTISTS: B. Hitch, M. Ryan and C. Sprouse 
More pseudo-Authority goodness. The StormWatch team 
was a precutsor tothe curent kick-ass book o'the moment, 
and this issue sees them encountering a nasty group of 
Aliens. Note the capital ‘A’ The very same Aliens that saw 
Sigourney Weaver in her underpants, Copyright issues mean 
this one ain't ever getting reprinted, LAST MONTH: NLR 


9 SUPERBOY’S LEGION #1 


WRITER: Mark Farmer 
ARTIST: Alan Davis 

Superboy assembles a new Legion of Super-Heroes team 
in one of those didn't-realy-hapnen Elseworlds universes. 
‘All the same, fans are digging itt the point of ponying 
up $5.95 for each issue. First Superman on the list, now 
Superboy. First sign of Superpup, and we are disowning 
all of you. Yes, indeedy. LAST MONTH: NLR. 
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10 CROSSGEN CHRONICLES #2 


WRITER: Ron Marz 
ARTISTS: George Pérez & Dennis Jensen 
Where Pérez goes his fans follow. This i the first issue by 
Georgie, anda first printing sold out faster than antibiotics 
at.a hookers convention A second printing followed. With the 
pending Pérez JLA/Avengers crossover finally happening, 
expect his work to gamer even more attention mighty soon, 
LAST MONTH: NLR. 
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GREG LAND 

CREDITS Land crafted a name for himself on DC's Batman 
titles, penciling the Nightwing/Huntress mini-series, No Man's 
Land #0 and the monthly Birds of Prey and Nightwing 
series before moving to CrossGen, where he'll pencil the 
‘upcoming Sojourn, 

WHAT HE DOES He makes it easy for readers 

to empathize with his characters. Land's 

facial expressions are so,,.well, 


exqressie, tat hey wont havea choice. Land has th aity 
to make you feel for every character he puts onto 


‘the printed page. 


WHY HE'LL BE HOT Sojourn will give Land the 
chance to do something he's never done-fantasy, 
The penciler will use his incredibly realistic style to 
add a sense of instant credibility to the book's fantastic world. 
QUOTABLE “The best thing about working in comics? 


dust the fact that ! 
get to sit and draw 
with a pencil, The 
‘most fun thing for me 
has always been to 
sketch on paper.” 


NIGHTWING 


120 


wizard #117 


Fear, Mark 
Fecha, Norman 
Ferny, Pascual 
Finch, David 
Fingerth, Danny 
Fhe, Hac 
Fleet, Jon Van 
Feiher, Michael 
Fein, Robert 
Fo, Gardner 


Freaan, Gene. 
Fron Ron, 
Fiedan,Michao Jn 
Fricke 

Fry dames 
Fajar, Kamal 
Gina, 

ammil Kery 
Garey, Ron 

ara, Cas 
Gains, Phil 


Geiger, Stee 
Geraci, Drew 
Gerber, Stee 
Berhad 

Gian Gary 
Giarano, ince 
Gibons, Dave 
Gif, Keith 

Gi, Armando 
Glbert, Michael. 
Gili, Petr 
‘iordane, Dick 
lana, Sam 
olen Mice! 
Goodwin, rchie 
asi, Pi 
Gasset, Cristian 
Gayer,David 
Grange, Sam 
Grant, Aan 
Grant Steven 


Grinder, Tom 
ros, Darck 
Ges, Pal 
rural, Mark 
Grunmet, Tom 
Guay, Rebecca 
Guice, Butch Jackson 
uch, Yel 
Guinan, Pau 
Guay, Pal 
Gusti Mike 
Ha, Gene 

Haley, Matt 

a Bob 

Hama, Lary 
ann, Sam 
Hamner, Cy 
Hampton, Bo 
Hampton, Scot 
Haney, Bob 
Hannigan, Ed 
Hansen, Mare 
Hanson, el 
Haas, Bob 
Hai ck. 
Hai, ike 
Has, Steen 
Harti, Tony 
Hartson, Low 
Haison Mark 
Harel, dy 
Hato, Evert 
Hawking, Mat 
Hayes, Drew 
Heath Russ 
Heo, Don 
Heer, Mike 
Hoe, Anew 
emp Mare 
Hennessy, Anew 
Hen, int 


Herander, Biber. 
erandez, Jaime 
erande, Michael 
Herre, Ben 
Hester, hip 
Hew Jamie 
igi dotin 
Higgins, Michae! 
flan Don 
Ath, Byan 
titebcok, aura 
ober, ick 
Hooter, Dae 
Hope, Sana 
Hapgod, Kevin 
Howarth Matt 
Hone, chard 
Huial, James 
Hughes, Adam 
Hughes, Steen 
Immonen, Swart 
Infant, Carine 
Ibe, Tony 
Isherwood, Beat 


Joc il 
mes, Joseph A 
nk, Denis 
Jonuan, Kaus 
Janie, 
any, Gers 
ess, au 
sens, Jet 
Sime, Leon 
sien, Phi 
soins, Get 
<oinson, Doe 
ots, et 
“ons, au 
obs, Rob 
snes, Bice 
done, Ger 
dons, 8 
ones, Keley 
ones, RA 
oes, Robert 
ers, an 
“ish, Joe 
sting, Jt 
Halt, chal Vin. 
aig en 
Kane, Bob 

Kone Gi 
Kang, Robert 
Xara Tet 
Kano 

Naraogh, Tey 
Xeyonan, ate 
Kely, Joe 
Kennet, Can 
Keown, Dale 
Nec Batra 
Nese Kar 
Net, am 
Niners Loven 
May Jack 
aon, Bary 
Ni, To 
Kolin, Sot 
Kary, or 
Aros, eter 
Asians, Tey 
aber dam 
abet Andy 
aber, Joe 
Apert, an 
peter, Pau 
ey, isn 
Laban Tey 
Labat Yrcey. 
lackey, ke 
Lapua Fai. 
a Bex 

a Ray 

ord Peter 
Land, eg 
tanning, Ay. 
Lanse, Jo 
Lapa, Dad 
Lait, Robert 
at Mehl 
Laka, eg 


Laoca Sa 
Larsen, 
Lash, Baton 
ashe, Ken 
au, Kein, 
avis, Dan 
Lawrence io 
Lawrence, Mie 0 
Layton, Bob 
Leach, Gary 
Leach ick 
ee, lie 

ee, Jae 

ee, Jim 

Le, lorran 
ee, Pat 

Le, Patick 
ze, Pal 

Lee, Seat 

ee, Stan 

ee, Tom 
eke, Mike 
Leah, Steve 
Leon, Jon Paul 
Leonard, Mike 
Leon, ick 
Levins, ck 
Lest, Pal 
Liber, Lary 
Liebe, Steen 
etl, Rob 
Ugh, Steve 
Lin, Ron 

Lipa, Mak 
Unsne, Joseph Michael! 
Lobel Scat 
Look, Vines 
Loeb, Jeph 
Loficer, RM 
Lip Jos Luis aria 
Loprest aron 
as, Job 
uke, fc 
stad, le 
yl, Tom 
Macchi, Raph 
Mack, David 
Mack, Howard 
Macon, Dako 
ada, Dov 
Nadu, doe 
Maggi, Eliot S 
Magi, Kevin 
Moyer, ck. 
are, Doug 
atid, im. 
Marate, Jj 
Mada, Tom 
Mangels Andy 
Manley, Mike 
Manin, Russ 
Manto, Bi 
Marcos, Pablo 
Marden, Wan 
Narr, Lay 
imo Bil, 


artnorogh, Sawn 
Marz Rn, 
Matsa, Jeff 
Nat, oe 

aus, Ba 
ayer Val 
Nayher, bike 
Hays Rick 
Mamechel David. 
oven, Mike 
ecarty, Brendon 
etiud, Sot 
Mera, Tom 
efiea ohn 
Metal, Scott 
etal Water 
MeDonnel, Luke 
Meu, Dayne 
efowan, Patck 
eae, Todd 
esreor, Don 
Mines, 
Mea, Dave 
keer, Ted 
otenn, Mark 
Meer, Roger 
Mole, Angus 
Mekone, Mike 
MeLaughin Sean 
Maun, Mare 


eleod, Bob Pin, Wendy 
elton, Michael Pat, Stephen 
elfanus, Shawn rece, Waren 
elie, Steve Prog, Mike 


Nai, kg! Pl lian 
fronegraas sabia These are the creators the fans crave. Creators whose name on a cover sells 
Aes Ls Pal, és the book. Wizarn's “Top 10 Creators” lists are derived from a nationwide 


Hoven h penta survey. Artists include pencilers and painters. 


eae be WRITERS 

roe fares 

‘Mishkin, Dan Pugh, Steve 

‘Moench, Doug Queen, Randy 1 Loi ‘Smith 2.1 Me src ‘2. Ed McGuinness 
Modo, Shey Quesads,Joe Green Arrow, upcoming ar Amazing Spider-Man Superman 

‘Monks, Joseph Cute, Frank Bluntman and Chronic 


tte en Mark Milar 3. Carlos Pacheco. 4, Alan Davis 


Moon ‘Authority, Utimte Xen Fantastic Four Avengers, Superbay's Legon 


Mueray, oa cht Mat 
Mut don J Ridgenay, 
yhoo Marat ber, John ey 
Noga Go Rly, Jin 
Nogajasu, Takumi Rs, iar 
Napotana, ick Roche, aul 
Naser, Mike Rain, Frank 
auc, Tod Rain, Tina 
Weary, Paul Res, Lon 
Nason oben, Dick 
Nelson Mark A Robinson, James, Fant »P: Spider-Man, Witchblade 
Neer, Mike Retnsn, Roger 
Newel, Mindy Rogers, Mors 
Newton, Don Roman Steve. 
Nguyen, Tom Ronit, John 
Nols, et omit J, Join 
Nica, Faion Ras, 
Nees Rate Ras, Dave 
ocean Ross, Jon 

Noa, Graham Ros, Like 


Nera. Res Maen 
tlk th Weer 7. Garth Ennis \« Joe Kelly 


fev Piya usta Pilgrim Action Comics, Superboy 
Nw Kein 

tan, Pili fun, Jin 

Bar, anes fbi Min 

(Donel, Peter Risen, Joe 

Wo, Deis Ruka, Greg 
Na Kvn Aud, Steve 
sing, Me Ruse, Crig 
het el acl, ace. 
Olt, Pat Fyn, at 2 

On yon, Paul 2. Bran ‘Auzarello 10. Greg Rucka 

Orda, Jy. Saga, Mie 100 Blt, Helblazer Detective Comics 

Oran, Joe Sala Stan 

Ost, Maman Sale Tim 

Ostrander, John Salick, Roger Sin, Dave ‘es, Charles Wiliamson, AL 

‘toma, Katsuhiro ‘Sattaes, Javier Simon, Joe Vig Tim Wilingham, Bil 

Pace Rca Sondeso, Peter Simonson, Louse fi Vigan Ricardo Wise, Mary 

Pace, Mark Wi Soran, Wat Vie, exter Winds Sth, Bay 
Pacheco, Cx ‘Sah er Simpson, Don 5 2 Von Ede, Teor Wc, San 

Pay, ina | Scafenerer ut Simpson, Howard : Thomas, osu, ike Wall tance 

Pant, Jimny 2 Simson, Wis Thampse, Ji Wagner, Join Woe, oe 

Plt at Sion oe Sato ie Tin, Bre Wager, Matt Wotan, Man 

Panic, Mark Schtes, Matias Seats, St Sten 1 ean fon wo 

Parker, Rick ‘Schultz, Mark Slane, Steve Timp, Her Wiad, Mark Woad, Ter 8 To 
Pathos Ste Sof Sean Snes, Many & Trou, has arr, Chris Won, Waly ‘Wo 
Prec, Seage, Steve Sampak Te Tran, Tinathy Waren dom ons, Pete 

Paso, Janes Sear, Bat Ser, Roger Te, Bly Wats, Jona Wore, 

Patterson, Brice Semel Sot Dan fem, Tuer, Dre Weaver ce! Wormer, ik Von 

Pearson, Jaa Seven Ware Smal J, Lous Sm J Sevens, Ae Tomer, Mitel Weeks, Lae 

Pola Haney Shaner, Ee Sith, dy Stevens, Dave Tost, Sarge We, Len 

Pele, Pal ponents Sih Beau Sima Jon Tut, Tod Wis, An igh, 

Pent, nda Shape fen yf Sth, Com Saray J Michoe! chs, Anon Weed Dad Wan, ME. 

Pengo, lark Sha, San Smith, Jf Stare Ln Yoo, an Wee, Mak Yoep, hap 

Pere, ears Shiro, Maxamne Smith Kevin Stroma, Lary Valeri, J Whigha Rad Yale, Kin 

Pet, Don Shoonaey, Try Smith, a 8 Vane, Soe 

Paterson, Brandon Shooter, Jim Smith Tod Vasque, Gus 

Peterson, Jonathan ‘Sib, Jonathan Snepjer, Peter Vet, Rieke * 

Peta, Stefan | Sel, Jery Sheps, Tom Veith Tm Wire, tony Yu Ls Fans 
Beta SenievcBl Shyer Ray Ton Bly Vela J han Wiens, Chis Teck, Mi 

Philp, tan Sivest Ee Snyder Job enka, Masashi ....MTK Veto, Sa Wiss, Dvd 2 Weta 

Pi hard ‘Siesta Sparing ck engl, Romeo a Vesheier ark 


june 2001 


THE ULTIMATE SUMMER 
GET READY... 


V5 PREVIEWS 

> aEFHE A ALL-NEWP A\ 

STUNTMAN & CHRO ay 

ZGOMIC BOOKS!S. A 
qf, e 


MORE GUESTS TO BE E ANNOUNCED 


MULTI-MEDIA EVENT RETURNS! 
AUGUST 17-19, 2001/ 
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ed i PHYSIODE TI 


will have a presentation 
with exclusive news'on 
STAR WARS EPISODE I! 

direct from LucasFilm! 3) 


‘FOR ADVANCE TICKETS 


Payment must be included with all orders. Send a check 
or money order payable to Entertainment 
Conventions, or pay by credit card. We accept Visa, Mas- 
terCard, American Express and Discover. Credit card orders 
‘Must include the cardholder's name, the complete card 
| number and expiration date, With payment, please send 
|) your name, adress and the speciio days that you will he 
| attending to: Wizard World Chicago 2001, P.0. Box 656 
Yorktown Heights, N'Y 10598, For the fastest service order 
online at www.wizardworld.com, 


TICKETS 
“ae FREI 
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UNDER 
GET IN 


Tickets are sent via first-class mail for all orders 
received by 8/3/01. All orders received after that date 
and through 8/16/01 will be held for pickup at the door. 
All orders received after 8/16/01 will not be processed 
and retumed to sender. 

For travel and hotel information, call Tzell Travel 
at 800-865-9038 ext. 666, 

All advance ticket orders will receive a FREE Wiz- 
ard World Exelusive comic book and early admission 
‘on Saturday and Sunday. 


VISIT US ONLINE AT WIZARDWORLD.COM 
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TRADE PAPERBACKS YOU MUST OWN 


fesoery aie Not culy esis wong idan have 
| to deal with the same raging 
| he's just found out he's got the potential to be one of the 
| most powerful magicians on the planet. So Tim's visited 
Fe ‘Brigade: a quartet of DC's most mysti- 
| asl (the Phantom Stranger, Dr. Occult, John 
‘Mr. E) who lead him ona mind-blowing 
walk through the realms of magic. The journey could set 
| him on the path toward becoming the world’s greatest 
defender, But it could also Jead him to an early 
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Wolverine #161 

fe feces a serial lr who thrives on ch 
lengng the best iter in the word. Dubbed 
We. tis whacko grew up kling his frends, 
‘emily and even is doo! Guess his mom dt 
hold him enough asa child, Mr. X wants Woe 
to sign over the exclusive hts tothe tie 
“the best there is” Na joke, Wohie and Mr X 
fight to draw, forcing @ rematch to loom on 
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finger on the pulse of a generation (And nowhere else, 


thank God.) Ever-mindful of what the kids wanted, Lee and co-conspirator Jack 
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ULTIMATE X-MEN #1 A fresh revamp for 
‘new fans, Marvel's Uitimate tine is hot as hel: And 


Cairne #4 (1963)-Lee and Kirby launch their future Moree 
Cyclons, Marvel Girl, Iceman, Beast and Angel are ay Professor Xavier, Their main 
en ene hater of Homo Sapiens. Despite eventual success, the tile was not a 


B. (UNCANNY) X-MEN #67 (1970)-Did we Ho tolerable 
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D. (UNCANNY) X-MEN #137 (1980)-Chris Claremont and John Byme enjoyed 
a long and popular run on the X-title, and their greatest achievement was the Dark 
Phoenix saga. This climax, wherein Jean Grey sacrifices herself for the good of all 
mankind, is pretty darn touching. 
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Men were here to stay, 
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FOR WARRIOR NUN AREALA é& MORE COMIC PRICES GO TO WIZARDWORLD.COM 


Fran & Kevin MoGarry 
‘Acme Comics 

186 Harton Blvd 
Sioux City, 1A 51103 
(712) 258-6171 


Avrom Olver 

Adventures in Comics & Games 
5025 Fair Oaks Bhd. 
Carmichael, CA 95608 

(16) 873-8068 


Mike Banks 

‘AL About Books & Comics 
‘5060 N. Central Ave, 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 
(G02) 277-0787 


Serr Ring 
‘Amazing Fantasy 

4300 Portsmouth Bid, 
Suite 192 

(Chesapeake, VA 23821 
(77) 465-8390 


Ron MeCiure 

‘American Comics and Cards 
6787 Lee Highway 
Chattanooga, TH 37421 
(423) 480-0601, 


Brad Bankston 
Austin Books 

5002 N. Lamar Bid, 
Austin, TX 78761 
(512) 454-4197 


Bruno Andreacchi 

BA's Comics & Nostalgia 

239 Wellington St, London Ontario, 
Canada NGB2L2 

(619) 439-0636, 


Phi Davis 

B&D Comic Shop 

802 Eim St. South West 
Roanoke, VA 24016 
(640) 347-6642 


Greg Bennett 

Big Planet Comics 
426 Maple Ave. East 
Vienna, VA 22180 
(703) 242-9812 


Brian Kacicki 
Buried Under Comics 


Bob & Don Sowers 
Capt, Comics: 

‘2738 18th St. South 
Homewood, AL 35208 
(206) 870-0225 


osh Roberts 
Caveman 

‘2856 South Glenstone 
Springfield, MO 65804 
(6m 982-7283 


Brendan Bayle 

Cofseum of Comies 

47228, Orange Blossom Tel 
Cando, FL 32898 

(407) 240-7882 


Eric Thorton 
Chicago Comics 
3244 N, Clark St 
Chicago, IL 60857 
(723) 528-1983 


Ivan Matos 

Comic Connection 
‘2128C Ft Campbell Bhd. 
Clarksville, TN 37042 
(831) 572-9588, 


David Nisha 

Comics & Comix 

8040 Greenback Ln 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
(G16) 726-8353. 


Ken Fetty 

Comios Conspiracy 
TIG-A Fremont Ave. 
Sunnyale, CA 94087 
(408) 245-6275 


Steve Huber 
Galary Comios 

1517 West 12th Steet 
Connersville, IN 47331 
(765) 825-5919 


‘Nan Korsunsky 
Golden Apple 

Tit Melrose Ave. 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 
(623) 656-6047 


Pat Brower 
Graham Crackers 
69 East Madison Ave. 


Chris Foss 

Heroes & Dragons Megastore 
1503-8 Broad River Rd. 
‘Golub, SC 28210 

(803) 731-4376 


Rich Conley 

Heroes & Fantasies 

14 Pat Booker Rd, 
Universal ity, TK 76148 
(210) 945-9884 


Dan Veesemeyer 

Hot Comics & Collectibles 
£5609 Nicolet Ave. So, 
Richfield, MN 55423. 
(612) 798-3836 


Todd McDevitt 

New Dimension Comics. 
20550 Rte, 19 

Cranberry, PA 16066-7520 
(724) 776-0433, 


Bob Brynildson & Nick Post 
Source Comics & Games 
‘1601 West Larpenteur Ave. 
Falcon Heights, MN 55113 
(651) 645-0386 


Edward Koslowski 
‘Southwest Comics I 
105 Casa Bianca 
Del Rio, TX 78840 
(€30) 768-1511 


Glen Lightfoot 
Superheroes Unlimited 
1788 NE 163rd St. 

N. Miami, FL 33162 
(305) 940-9539 


Tom Shea 
UCollecibes 
160 Main St. 
Milford, MA 01757 
(608) 473-5874 


ike Goldstein & rok Carter 
‘Tropic Comics 

1870 NE 163rd St. 
‘N.Miami Beach, FL 33162 
(305) 940-8700, 


Chris Barchuk 
Wizard Word 
Rockiand Center 


STE LeLRRREKEaa @Mamaen TEE @ladin examen tar eneveay' 


188 W. Middle Tumpike 51 ERE. 59 

Manchester, CT 06040 Nanuet, WY 10954 

(860) 643-7295 (G14) 62-2226 
SS al 
AETAILER NETWORK A-1 Book Exchange St, Loui, Mo; Back othe Past in Loi, MLL; Bll Book Store in Aphambra, Calf; 
Beyond Comics i Medford, Ore; Bob's Care and Cmics in Buzz Bay, Mas; Book Bam inopi, Ma; Book Trade in Mint, 
‘ND; Bookman's Used Book in Fagstaf riz; & C Cards & Comics in St. Albans Wa; Calfoia Card Company in Ek Grove, 
‘Calf; Cards Cons & Conisin Davenport, awa; Cink Canis in Hang Kong; Casi Coics in Philadephia, Pa; Casi Comics #2 
in Philadephia, Pa; Colecton Connection in Greensbr, MLC, Coleco’ Word in Anderson, n; Comic Archives in Apple Valley, Mion; 
‘omic Casein Trenton, Na; Comic Colctor in Riverside, I; Comic Denn Kew Garden, MY Cami Enuntersin Terence, British 
Columbia, Canada; Como Word n Und, Mer; Cais, Cards and Su in FL. Myer, Fl; Comis& Cards Tang Postin Mont- 
‘gamer, Ala; Comis Direct in Nic, Fa; Canies Galanin Singapore; Camies Pus in Los Bans, Calf; Camies Pu in Midle- 
‘town, Ha; Comics Pus in Ocean, N; Como Pus in Wanamasse, NJ; Came Unimited in North Bend, Ore; Comix & Mare in 
China, Caf; Dizy’s Dugout in Colinsile,U;Duncamie Bookstore in Duncan, Texas; EC Boks in Wlance, Ohio; Emerald Cty 
Comizs and Collects in Seminole, Fla; Excalibur C's, CU's. & G's in Tetarkana, Tras; Fandon's Comic Woof Rea in Reno, 
ex; Fun Hose Tos & Comics in ens, Mas; Golden Empire Bookstore in Bakers, Oto; Golden Unica Comics in Hazleton, 
a; Gypsy Wich Cons in Staunton, Va; Herbs and Dragon in Columbia, SC; Hewes & Fantasies in San Antonia, Texas; Het 
Comics Eastin St Pal Minn; Hamar Lin Marboro, Mass; Independent Comics n Gaines, Fa; & E Cords & Comics Ld. in 
Batmore, Md; Key Comics in Soot, Ai; Kim's Colectble Camis in Seabrook, MA; Linear in Ranchos Pals Verdes, Cal; 
Lacker Room in East Liverpool, i; Mac's Cars in Veron, Cann; Mari’ Books & Things in Fredvcksbur, Va; Mr Green's Comics 
in Dubin, Clit; New Age Comics in Chin, al; New Tine Machine in Bradenton, Fla; ight Fightin Sat Lake ty, Uh; Nostl- 
Zone in Minneapolis, Min; 1000.00 Comic of sho in ois, lah; Pas Comics in Roanoke, Va; Rangelne Comics nl 
nepali, nd; Rina Supreme Comic & Card in Reged Park 1; Rockbily Comics in Bevery Hl Cai; Rockette Comics in 
‘Columbia, Ma; Seventh Star Comics & Gt in Florence, $C; Showcase Colectibles in Alpharetta, Ga; Shaweace Comics & Cards in 
‘Selden; Southwest Comisin Del Ro, Teas; UJ Cafectblsin Milo Mas; Taurus Comics in Port Haren, Mic; The Car Con- 
‘nection in Columbus, hi; The Cubhause in Encinitas, Calf; The Cac Sop in Oswego, LY; The Oring Baad in Nath Pain, 
Nal; The Gamar's Den in Washington, Mo, The Min Event in Casa Grande, riz; TNT's Comic Markt in Lrence Kan; Twin Book 
‘Stare in Morehead Cty, LC; Ware's Bookstore in Lecanto, Fa; Wisn's Comics & Cardin Sn Antoni, Tras; Wonder CU's + Cs 
in Monipeer, Vt; Wonder Years in phaeta, Ga; Woodland Comics & Cards in Woodand, Caf 


Chicago,IL 60603 
(312) 628-1810 
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GEORGE PEREZ~ © 
BRANDON PETERSON / 
BART SEARS 
MARK WAID 
RON MARZ 
GREG LAND 
BARBARA KESEL 
JIM CHEUNG 
STEVE EPTING 
SCOTT EATON 
STEVE McNIVEN 


JIM LEE 
ED McGUINNESS 
HUMBERTO RAMOS 
PHIL JIMENEZ 
PHIL HESTER 
BRIAN.AZZARRELLO 


~ MORE GUESTS: TO BE ANNOUNCED VISIT 


/ 


ue DONT! SUMMER - 
CONVENTION EVENT 


“FOR ADVANCE TICKETS» 


Payment must be included with all orders. Send a check Tickets are sent via first class mail for all orders 


TICKETS ‘or money order payable to Entertainment Conventions, — received by 8/3/01. All orders received after that date 
cr bet MasterCard, and through 8/16/01 will be held for pigkup at the door. 


or pay by credit card, We accept Vis 


ADULT | 124% J 32AY J anerican Express and Discover. J orders must All orders received alter 8/16/01 will not be processed 
$20 | $40 J iciwie tre cardnoler’s name, the complete card num- and returned to sender 


ber and expiration date. With payment, please send your For travel and hotel information, call Tzell Travel at) 

ae name, address, and the specific days that you will be 800-865-9038 ext, 666, { 
Bate attending to: Wizard World Chicago 2001, P.0. Box 656 All advance ticket orders will r 
GET IN Yorktown Heights, NY 10598, For the fastest service ard World Exclusive comic: book along with ea 
oer online at www.wizardworld.com. sion on Saturday and Sunday. 
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ecurity. 
Ss That’s what you get with comic books that are professionally graded by | 

a third party. Take the Comics Guaranty Corporation (CGC), for example. 
They'll inspect your comic, assign the book a grade, seal it and encase it ina 
plastic protective holder. Books that have been graded by CGC sell for a premium 
over ungraded books in the same condition because an impartial grade removes 
any doubt buyers or sellers may have about what they're trading, and folks are | 
willing to pay for that reassurance. 

This checklist has prices for books that have seen a lot of market attention 
for the past 10 to 15 years, and are now selling as CGC-graded books at the 9.4, | 
9.6 and 9.8 grades—for prices usually well above guide price. We've also list- 
ed the Wizarp guide price for comparison. All series are volume one unless 
otherwise indicated. There are grades of 9.9 and 10—however, few books ever 
achieve such high status. Those that do can sell for many times the price of the 
same book with a 9.8 grade. Look for coverage on these hot sellers in our “’Net 
Gains” section every month. 


COLOR OF MONEY The stip atop every CGC-graded book is one of four 
colors, Red: “Modern” (1975 and up). Purple: °Restored” (The book has been 
altered after publication to make it appear in better shape than before). Green: 
“Qualified” (A book with a serious defect) Blue: “Universal” (everyting ese). 


OLLECTI 


PROTECTION The CGC 
graders all wear loves 
whenever handling the 
comics they inspect. 


PAPER CHASE To protect a 
comic's interior paper, CGC 
inserts apiece of "micracham- 
ber paper” between the front 
cover and the first page and 
another between the ast page 
and the back cove. It absorbs 
any contaminants lft inthe air 
or inthe comic. 


ef 


SNUG AS A BUG After 
grading, every comic is placed 
inside what's called “The 
Well"-a plastic sleeve that's 
sealed with light heat. It's real 
tight, but it's not airtight. 


KNOW THE CODE Every 
araded comic receives a unique 
bar code and corresponding 
umber, By scanning the cod, 
CGC can retrieve from their 
computers notes the graders 
compiled on that comic. 


QUALITY OF LIFE Sometimes a 
book rates a certain grade in all 
respects except for significant 
defect, lke @ clipped coupon, which 
can bump a book down several notch- 
es even though the book may appear 
to be a much higher grade, Then C&C 
will give it the higher grade, but with 
a “Qualified” label and an explanation 
af the defect 


gee, «HARD CASE Finally, every sealed comic is 
| encased in a CGC protective holder made of hard, 
clear plastic to further protect against bending or 
tearing, You can open i-but thal crack the co 
ners of the case, alerting potential buyers that the 
assigned grade may no longer be val 
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Download Comic Babe Pics 


SEXY COMIC GIRLS 
FREE ONLINE PRICE GUIDES 
FREE COMECTION TRACKING 
BUY & SELL WITH NO LISTING Fees / 


COMIC BOOKS © ACTION FIGURES © MAGIC THE GATHERING » SPORTS CARDS 


WIZARD'S 
GUIDE TO 
ORIGINAL ART 


riginal art is the actual black-and-white (and 
sometimes painted in color) art drawn by 


artists used to produce the comics—and it’s 
expensive because each piece of art is a one-of-a-kind 
item. There are generally 22 pages of interior art per 
comic, giving it the widest availability; interior pages 
generally average at least $100 per page. Covers and 
splash pages are more limited because they average 
only one per comic—these are much pricier. And lastly, 
artists draw sketches which they can charge nominal 
fees for or do ’em for free. 

We took the hottest Silver Age artists whose art has 
been actively traded on the market. And if you don’t 
see a price listed, either that type of art doesn’t exist 
or there’s not enough data to obtain one. 


rive Slash 


Prog Interior 


‘Neal Adams made a ist th tO get ‘original art that he claimed had been 
‘stolen many years ago. Adams eventually gave up this quest, but now charges to have art signed 
‘and “authenicated” by him. 
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ve ‘ Satna 
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adnan 
JACK KIRBY Green Lantern 
E Juste League of herica 
Phantom Stranger . 
Superboy 
Superman 
‘Tomahawk =. 
‘World's Finest 
Xen... 


4000.00. 
«200000. 


‘Some of Anderson's most popular work is his inking work Many consider his inks over Carmine 
‘Infantino on Flash his career's pinnacle, 


Hawkman (pre-1968) a i ea 
Hawkman 

Justice Lp i America “imo ac wa 
Mystery in 800.0 


Space 1000.00 . 
Shrange Aventures (nr in) conn 
Strange Adventures... 


Looking for an original art bonus? Jim Aparo actualy letered some of the pages he drew, too, 
‘notably his work on Batman and the Outsiders. 


Adventure Canies 
4. BIGGIE-SIZED Original art's drawn larger than the final printed comic size. The 


original—generally drawn at 11-by-17 inches on three-ply Bristol board paper—may 
contain details that get lost in the final printing, 


2, LOGO Up until the past few years, a comic's logo tile, corner box and price box were % ” 
all pasted onto the original art board by hand (as they surely were for this classic Kirby He wae Medd i ue se pal ecaee bi ot ret ja ie 
cover). Nowadays, i's all done with a computer. 


Avenger (1988) 

3. LINE UP These lines and crosshairs are called registration marks, When the comic's bey 

printed hese marks ine up the black-and-white line at withthe four-color processing film ft ftir 
Xa 


that adds the coloring to comics, The lines also indicate where the pages will be trimmed. 


4, CRAZY-ASS COOL FACTOR Not for nuthin, but how cool is it thinkin’ "bout how 
Your favorite artist was once hunched over the same piece of art, bringing it to life line 
by line? 


6000.00, 
30 


: Wolverine’ 
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Price Cover... «Price Splash... Price ntror wo Price Covet... .Prig Splash... Prise nteror 


Sane of th mast say star Cann ples rh SMa cos 
Marvel Gomies. Thay coveted by bth comic colectrs and “Star Wars” cllectars alte, and 
an go fr hug bucks 

Aatnan(p-1969) 
Batman. a 
fa i) 
inc Won 
ram doesn: (e196) smn 
‘Stange Atverares 


A good source for Gene Colan art? Colan himselt. He and his wife sel! many of his pages wis auc- 
tions on eBay.com. 


Captain America. 
Daredevil 

Or Strange 
Teles of Suspense 
Tales to Astonish. 
Tomb of Dracula 


6500.00, 
2500.00 


Steve Ditka is a noted recluse, and very litte is known about just how many of his own originals 
he still has, It's rumored Ditko still has all the originals to Amazing Spider-Man #5, and most of 
‘his Strange Tales work. 

65) Kane occasionally inked his own work with @ magic marker. Over time, aay ‘of these pages 


Blue Beetle 7500.00, 80000... 7000 ‘have faded or turned purple. Kane art inked with marter is easily damaged by light, and tough to 
Captain Atom 3000.00 oe ee 100000 25000 ‘ind in good condition. 

Journey Into Mystery ae 250000 2... «60000 

SpiderMan... . 75000.00 3000.00 


ORAL, VEIelele 
SWAS A RODE. 


Check out these two great splash pages from Silver Age great Steve Ditko of Amazing Spider-Man (vol. 1) 
#26 (left) and #37 (right). The page from Amazing Spider-Man #26 would be considered more desirable 
because it features Spidey in full costume with some villains, including archenemy the Green Goblin. On 
the other page, Petey’s unmasked. 


Stange Tales S000 
Tales of Suspense “20000 ies i 
"ae of erin ie, 
0 150000 .. 
Tals i Asis joo00.00 7500.00 


‘It pays to have patience, Years ago, Don Heck sold almost all his art for roughly $10 a page. 
Today, early Don Heck Avengers pages can go for $500 each. 


‘Avengers, 3500.00. 
‘ron Man... 1500.00, 
Tales of 4000.00 
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Tales of Suspense (39-99, when applicable) 
20000.00 


Savage Dragon ereata Et Lrsn i Kirby esl who has oer 100 Jack Ny ariginals, “es ish (28; 2834, pu) ea eee eresleg) 

‘including tl books on Thor (io. 1) #15, Eternals Anwal #47 and Kamandi #11 and +84, : oe CO (AS00006. coe vos 60000 
Tales to Astonish (27, 35-101, when ae) 

‘Avengers: «2000.00 200001 000.00... ... ... ...800.00 

Captain America(100-112) 1000.00 00 «+0 200000 * «500.00 

Captain America(193-214) ...3500.00 «8000.00 oe 50000 


Challengers ofthe Unknown 2000.00 
Oemon o 5000.00 


Eternals 230000 22... 000.00 : Joe Kubert rarely sells his original art, which makes for some very high prices. An original Tarzan 
Fantastic Four (pre-1968) 2500.00... ... ... 100004 . ‘drawing by Kubert sold for $2,500 at March 2001's ACTOR auction at the Orlando MegaCon, 
Fantastic Four... BO0DL 


8000.00 
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Feast your eyes on these two fantastic covers: Captain America (vol. 1) #111 by Jim Steranko (left) and X- 
Men (Uncanny) #63 by Neal Adams (right). Both pieces would be considered highly desirable by collectors 
and would fetch beaucoup bucks—but the Cap cover might get a little more, since it features an iconic pin- 
up of the Star-Spangled Avenger. 


Forever People 
Incredibe Hulk 
Journey into Mystery 


2000.00, 


ze vee oe oo 1000000 4000.00 
Journey Into Mystery (83-125, when aplicble) 

toecnes oe 2000000 
Kanani. 
Machine Man my at Wat 7000.00 ‘ 
Wister Miracle Cur Fighting Forces (pre-1969)3500.00 .., .. 
New Gas Or Fighting Forces 1200.00 
OME 1500.00 
Prez. 1700.00 
Rabie Kid 2500.00 
Sandan Taran. eee oo B00 


aes Cana 
‘Sane Tales (101-151, when applicable) 
seven ZO0000 


Superman's a Jimmy sen 500000 
Tales of Suspense (1-38, re 


‘Romita did @ series of seven classic Marvel cover recreations for a Sotheby's auction in 1994, 
Some of Romita's “new originals” went as high as $3,200. 


Amazing Spider-Man (p-1969) 
rerren wee + ABOOOL 


OD oe cee eos ee BOUDOO 55300000 
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Prive Cover... Price Splash... .. Price Itrior ..Price Cover... ...Price Splash... Price ilrion 


Amazing SpiderMan... 500000... 300000... 15000 Supernan’ ition, Lois Lane 

Captain America. 150000 . 80000 i oe ofOO000 os cy 5 B00 
Caredeil(pre-1968) .  BODMOD os. oy «5180000 ‘Superman's Pal, Jimmy Olsen 1000.00 ee o SO0000 
aredeil + ABOQOD 80000 World's Finest 1000000 ... 3000.00 . 


‘Many Mite Sekowsly Justice League of America originals hae been colored. OC often gave away 
arial att fans inthe 1960S, and ane fn who landed alto rt decided to coor it iy tage of his originals are inthe hands of fllow comic aris, such 
‘nih crayon, is ‘three framed Tath originals hanging on the walls of his home, 


Justice League of America ..8000.00 1800.00, 35000 p 80000 ... 250100 


800.00 . 250,00 


ANENGERSs 


Here are two covers from John Buscema’s heyday on volume one Avengers: #59 (left) and #60 (right), fea- 
turing Hank Pym’s transformation into Yellowjacket. Both are great covers featuring a lot of characters 
(six Avengers each!) and cool action. Which one’s worth more? That’s probably a toss-up, depending on a 
collector’s preference. 


House of Secrets... (Mat applicable) 
My Greatest Adventure (Hot applicable)... 


ee ADO 


«150000 500.00 


‘Marvel Comics used to have no policy on returning original art to the artists, The first to have art 
‘returns writen into a contract with Marvel? Jim Steranko, Even stil, it took years for Steranko to 
get his pages back 


Captain America (110,111 andt13) 


; 1500000 ... o BOUOOD ey 80000 
Wick Fury, Agen of SALELD, 1000000... ...... ...250000 + 80000 
‘Strange Tales . 2000.00 225.004 


The market is booming on ‘60s and 70s Curt Swan Superman covers, particularly those featuring 


‘Bizarro. Some recent “Bizarro” cover sales have been for over $10,000, ‘Avbeapin’ 0° thanks and kudos to original art dealer and collector Bechara Maalou, without 
‘whom this art guide would surely have been more dificult Original art was provided by 


AatiON oe se coe oe 20000 E Maalouf (PO, Box 31, North Marshfield, Mass. 02059, 781-834-2071, nostalgicS @aol.com). 
‘Adventure Comics 1200000... ‘Art also provided by art geei/lovable teddy bear David Mandel, Randy Martin and art dealer 
bso wate en 3 paises Philp. Anderson (www.artworkworld.com). Also thanks go ost to Spencer Back 
Siena oo000 . (theartistschoice.com), WildSterm Productions’ Scott Dunbier, Mike Burkey 


(http://theartboard.com/romitaman/), Mark Waid, and John Romita Sr. Huzzah! 
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SHOWS6G CONS 


jhese listings are as accurate as we can get ‘em, but Wizard always 

xecommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show infor- 
‘mation sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mind, it’s 
time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 


EVERY WED. & EVERY SAT., 
CITY OF INDUSTRY 

FRANK & SON COLLECTIBLE 
WAREHOUSE, 19649 E. San Jose Ave. 
Over 150 dealer tables @ $45 each, 
FREE admission, FREE parking, Wed 
4pm-9:30pm & Sat: 10am-Spm. 
WE'RE CLOSED ON WEDNESDAY JULY 
4TH. This show will feature a wide 
selection of comics, toys, action figures, 
Beanie Babies, Hot Wheels, non-sports 
cards, Star Wars, Star Trek, and much 
more. For info & directions call Frankie 
@ 909-444-7955 or 909-444-7956. Visit 
our Website @ www.fs-collectibles.com. 


MAY 20, 
LOS ANGELES 

LOS ANGELES COMIC BOOK & 
SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION 
Shrine Auditorium Expo Center, 700 
West 32nd St. $5 admission, 10am- 
Spm. THE LARGEST AND LONGEST 
RUNNING MONTHLY CONVENTION 
ON THE WEST COAST! A dealers 
room full of golden and silver age and 
new comic books, toys, action figures, 
movie memorabilia, Star Wars 
and Star Trek toys, non-sports and 
sports trading cards, Beanie Babies, 
Pokemon Collectibles, Japanese 
animation merchandise and Hong 
Kong movie videos. Special guests 
featured every month. For more 
information contact Bruce Schwartz, 
2319-A West Olive Ave. Burbank, 
CA 91806 or call 818-954-8432 or check 
Website at www.comicbookscifi.com, 


CANADA 


ULY 7-8, 2001 
CALGARY, ALBERTA 
CALGARY STAMPEDE CONVENTION 
COMIC BOOK & TOY SHOW, Red 
and White Club at McMahon Stadium 
1817 Crowchild Trail N.W., 10AM-SPM 
Special guests include representative 
from Diamond Distributors who will be 
holding a retailer forum on the 6th of 
July 2001, Kaare Andrews and other 
guest artists will be in attendance. Door 
prizes, giveaways and a daily 
auction. For more information please 
phone Steve (403)205-4668, e-mail 
captain.canuck@home.com or visit our 
Website at: www.cadvision.com/acca 


MAY 26 
JONESBORO 
SOUTH ATLANTA TOY & COMIC 
BOOK SHOW, Holiday Inn, I-75 South of 


162 


wizard #117 


Atlanta, exit 235. 35 tables @ $45 
each, $3 admission ($1 off with Wizard 
ad), 10am-Spm. Guests: Several artists, 
inkers, pencilers, writers and models 
from the comic community. Largest toy 
and comic book collector's convention 
in South Atlanta. This convention 
will feature all types of collectible 
toys including Star Wars, Star Trek, 
Spawn, Transformers, and all kinds 
of action figures and comic related 
toys. 1000's of comic books, Golden 
age to Premium comics and the 
HOTTEST titles. We will have one of 
the largest selections of $1 comics 
available anywhere. Toy, comic book 
and CASH giveaways will be held sev- 
eral times throughout the day. Promo- 
tions by KEBco Comic & Toy 
Emporium. You can contact us on the 
Internet at www.kebcotoys.com and 
check our Website for all your toy 
and comic book needs or contact 
Ken Barnette @ 770-471-6970 UNTIL 
10PM EST 


MAY 20 

GURNEE 
GURNEE MILLS COMIC AND 
COLLECTIBLES SHOW, Holiday 
Inn Gurnee, 6161 W. Grand Ave 
(Across the street from Gurnee Mills). 
30 Tables @ $40.00 ea., $35 ea 
additional table. 10am - 3pm $1 Admis- 
sion. Comics, Toys, Anime, and Much 
More. For More Information, Phone 
Jim Libasci @ (847) 336-9963; E-mail 
address: Mortari_2000@yahoo.com. 
Visit our Website atwww.geocities.com/ 
mortari_2000. For more show listings, 
DON'T FORGET THE WAUKEGAN 
SHOW 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH AT BERTRAND BOWL ON 
WASHINGTON ST, WAUKEGAN, 


MAY 12) 27 & JUNE 9, 
ORLAND PARK 
COMICS AND MORE SHOW, Civic 
Center (one block west of LaGrange 
Rd. at 147th St.) 6ft tables @ $30 each, 
2 tables @ $55, $1 admission, setup 
7:30am-Qam, open: 9am-2pm. Comics, 
toys, non-sport and sports cards, Hot 
Wheels, Beanie Babies, action figures, 
memorabilia, die-cast, game cards, 
Magic tournament (Saturdays), sanc- 
tioned Star Wars tournament (Sundays). 

Contact: John Leary @ 708-423-1758 


JUNE 24. 

IVONIA 
X-TRAVA-CON COMIC BOOK, 
NON-SPORTS CARD AND TOY 


SHOW, Knights of Columbus Hall, 
19801 Farmington Rd. 85 Tables @ 
$40 each advanced, $45 at show, 
$2 admission, children under 
six FREE, Hours: 10am-4pm, Four 
Door Prizes. We Feature Comics, 
Non-Sports Cards, Collectible 
toys, Action Figures, Card Games, 
Beanie Babies, Anime, Pokemon, 
plus much more. For more info 
contact: Motor City Conventions 
@ 248-426-8059, or visit our Website 
@ motorcityconventions.com 


MAY 18-20, 
NOVI 


THE MOTOR CITY COMIC CON 
returns to the Novi Expo Center 
It's the Pop Culture Event of The 
Year with over 150,000 square 
feet of fun for the entire family! 
Tickets are available at the door or 
at our web site, advance ticket 
holders admitted 30 minutes 
early. There will be over 300 
comic book creators including 
Murphy Anderson, Sergio Aragones, 
Jerry Beck, Mark Crilley, Guy 
Davis, Todd DeZago, Louis Dominguez, 
Arnold Drake, Dick Giordano, 
Paul Jenkins, Steve Lieber, David 
Mack, Martin Nodell, Brian 
Pulido, Michael Avon Oeming, 
Greg Rucka, Stan Sakai, Chris 
Sprouse, J. Michael Straczynski, 
Billy Tucci and Michael Turner. 
Over thirty publishers including 
Top Cow, Chaos! Comics, McFarlane 
Toys, Troma Films, Caliber Comics, 
We will also have over 25 actors 
and TV stars including: Adam 
West, TV's Batman, Marina Sirtis 
from ST: Next Generation, James 
Doohan and Walter Koenig from 
classic Star Trek, Claudia Christian 
from Babylon 5, Dick Durrock 
from Swamp Thing, Timothy 
Omundson from Xena, June 
Lockhart from Lost in Space just 
to name a few. Plus we will have 
over 100 RPG and CCG gaming 
events, Anime Festivals, Art 
Contest plus much more all at 
the Motor City Comic Con. For 
more information call 248-426- 
8059 or visit our Website for a 
complete listing of guests and 
appearances @ www.motorcityco 
nventions.com. 


MAY 20. 
PORTSMOUTH 
SEACOAST COLLECTABLE SHOW, 
Yokens Restaurant Convention 
Center, 95 North to exit 8, Route 1 
South 2 miles. Over 100 Dealer 
Tables, $3 admission, kids FREE 
with adults, show open 9am-3pm 
This show will feature a wide selection 
of new and old comics, cards, 
non-sport, Beanie Babies, action 
figures, Star Wars, Star Trek, 
and Magic. For more information 
and directions contact: Chris’ Cards 

and Comics at 603-474-2283 


| _NEW JERSEY | 


MAY 13 & JUNE 17, 
BORDENTOWN 
COMIC BOOKS GALORE, NON- 
SPORTS, MAGIC, BEANIES & MORE. 
9:30-3:30, Bordentown Armory, Rt. 
206 just 1/2-mile north of NJ Turnpike 
exit 7, easily accessible from 
anywhere in the East Coast. NJ's 
leading show is getting better and 
better, with comic books ga 
non-sports, Magic, be 
more, guest artists tba, free Ss 
to all moms at special May 13 
Mother's Day Show, free comics to 
all, nice hourly door prizes, great 
hot dogs and meatball subs— 
We've got it all! Bordentown Armory, 
(609) 448-7585; mchaud@home.com 


MAY 13 & JUNE 10, 
CLIFTON 

CLIFTON COMIC BOOK EXPO, 
Community Recreation Center, 
1232 Main Ave. (Rt 46 to Piaget 
Ave. to Main. From NYC the bus 
stops at the door). 30, 6ft tables 
@ $45 each, FREE admission, 
10am-4pm, Northern NJ's longest 
running show! Comics from GA to 
present. No minimum bid auction 
@ 11:30. Trivia contest at 1:30 
for over $100 in comics! Great 
deals! Past guests have included 
major writers and artists. Call JP 
@ 973-783-0608 for updates or 
e-mail: pugprdctns@aol.com. 


MAY 27 


WAYN! 

WAYNE COMIC BOOK EXPO, Wayne 
Holiday Inn, Rt. 46 Service Rd. (Off 
Rt. 23 South near Willowbrook Mall) 
30, 8ft tables @ $60 each, $2 
admission, kids under 6 & 2nd parent 
FREE! Easy, FREE parking, 9am- 
2:30pm. PUG BUCKS given out 
throughout the day as door prizes! 
Comics from GA to present at great 
prices. The East Coast's best & 
friendliest dealers without the NYC 
hassle. Two no minimum bid auctions. 
For updates call JP @ 973-783-0608 or 
e-mail: pugprdcins@aol.com 


JULY 2 

NEW YORK 

THE BIG APPLE COMIC BOOK, ART 
& TOY SHOW, St. Paul Church Audi- 
torium, Columbus (9th) Ave, & 60th St 
$6 admission each day, 10am-6pm. 
NY's greatest comic book convention! 
Buying, selling & trading Gold, Silver 
& Modern age comics, Toys, Action 
figures, non-sports cards, comic art, 
movie posters, Videos, anime, TV & 
movie memorabilia and more 
Special guests: JIM KRUEGER, 
FRANK BRUNNER, JOSEPH MICHAEL 
LINSNER (tentative) and more to 
be announced. For info call or visit 
our Website, 718-326-2713 or 
www.bigapplecon.com. 


NOVEMBER 9-11, 
NEW YORK 
The 3rd NATIONAL COMIC BOOK, 
ART, TOY & SCI-FI EXPO, The 
Metropolitan Pavillion, 125 W. 18th St., 
NYC (btwn. 6th & 7th Ave.) NY's 
greatest comic book convention! 
Buying, selling & trading Gold, 
Silver & Modern age comics 
figures, non-sports 


& movie 
Special 
Oo be 
or visit 


www.bigapplecon.com 


JUNE 3, 
CLEVELAND 
CLEVELAND COMIC BOOK & SCI-FI 
CONVENTION, Knights Party 
Center (K of C Hall) 29101 Euclid 
Ave (Cleveland Eastside), 1/2 mile 
east of I-90 & exit 186. 28-8 ft dealer 
tables @$50 each. $2 admission, 
age 6 & under FREE, 10am-4pm. 
FREE COMIC to first 25 customers, 
Hourly Door Prizes, Action 
Figures, Non-Sports Cards, 1,000's 
of Golden, Silver & Modern 
Age Comics, Sci-Fi Books. Information; 
Jelf Harper Productions, 330-499-6056 

or e-mail: Jeffharpro@aol.com 


MAY 27. 
PHILADELPHIA 
PHILADELPHIA COMIC-CON, Holiday 
Inn, 10th St. & Packer Ave., exit 46 off 
I-76 or exit 15 off 1-95 (follow signs 
to Packer). From NJ, take Walt 
Whitman Bridge to second exit after 
toll plaza (exit 46). 48 tables are 1/$65 
or 2/$125, 10am-4pm. Philadelphia's 
longest running all-comic show is also 
the best value as you get in for only $3 
( hen you mention WIZARD), 
plus free parking! Besides comics from 
the 1940's to this week, our dealers 
(from 6 states) also will be selling, buy- 
ing and trading non-sports cards, 
Japanimation videos, Mage Knight and 
other related collectibles. Great give- 
aways every hour including $100 in 
show cash given away throughout the 
day good for any merchandise at the 
show! Special guests to be announced 
so visit your local comic shop for a flyer 
or call our hotline the weekend of 
the show for the latest update 
Contact Derek Woywood of Collectors 

Comics at 856-782-0817 


MAY 26. 
KNOXVILLE 
THE KNOXVILLE COMIC-CON, 
Howard Johnson Plaza, 762] Kingston 
Pike, across from West Town 
Mall, West Hills exit off interstate 
Dealer tables available, call for prices, 


$2 admission, 10am-4pm. Featuring: 
comics, non sports cards of all 
types, sci-fi collectibles, action 
figures, Japanese Animation, toys, 
posters and more, Hourly door 
prizes, contest and more to be 
announced. For more information 
about the show call 865-558-8380 or 
865-455-0896. 


MAY 6 & JUNE 3 
MCLEAN/VIENNA 
(WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA) 
MCLEAN/VIENNA(WASHINGTON D.C. 
AREA) CAPITAL ASSOCIATES 
MONTHLY COMIC, TOY & CCG 
SHOW, location: Tysons Corner 
Holiday Inn, 1960 Chain Bridge 
Rd. Directions: Take exit 46 South 
(Route 123) off 1-495, 1/4 mile, hotel 
is on right. (Directions call @ 
703-893-2100). 80 vendor tables: 
Ist table @ $85, 2nd table @ $80, 3rd+ 
@ 875, $3 admission, children under 
5 FREE, FREE parking, 10am-4pm. 
Buy, Sell, Trade: Gold, Silver & 
new comics, independents, anime, 
CCG, toys, POKEMON, Star Wars, 
Buffy, posters, t-shirts, original 


artwork, non-sports cards, etc. Guests: 
Call. Jeff Rocen @ 703-912-1993, 
http://members.aol.com/comicshow & 
comicshow@acl.com. 


SEATTLE COMICARD CONVENTION, 
Seattle Center Northwest Rooms, 
101 Republican St.100 8ft tables @ 
$75 each. $5 Admission or $4 with 
canned food donations for NW 
Harvest 10am - 5pm Special Guest 
Artists Include: Dan De Carlo (Creator, 
Josie & the Pussycats, Sabrina) 
Comics: Golden Age, Silver & Present. 
Pulps, Artwork, Pokémon, trading 
cards, Magic, action figures, toys, 
Star Wars collectibles, videos, 
movie memorabilia, and other 
collectibles. Free promotional 
items while supplies last. For 
information contact: Steve Miner @ 
425-174-1781 or write P.O. Box 55853, 
Seattle, WA 98155 


If you’d like to use Wizard’s 
magic to help advertise your 
comic book event or retail 
location, call Karen Evora at 


(845) 268-3907 or e-mail us at 
fullpagel@wizardworld.com 
before the 10th of eachmonth. 
Remember we do not list 
comic book pricing or 900#. 
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Ki Ev 
MISCELLANEOUS YOUR AD iiveristay Projebis Manaet 
STUFF! Wizard Entertainment Adverdsing 


Want more business? Wizard has a million a Wells pavers 
readers with $42 billion, $600 million in ongers, NY 10820 


a tel: (914) 268-3907 x144 
spending power...GET YOUR PIECE OF fax: (014) 268-8386 


IT, ADVERTISE HERE! CALL AND FIND OUT HOW. §f email: Funpage1@wizardworld.com 
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ANIME INC. ae GEPPIS COMIC 
PAPANESE IMPORT) & WHOLESaTe ||). WORLD. ALTO. MD ONLINE 
400 products on stock - Monthly catalog 410-298-1758 


Fast Shipping -TOYS & MERCHANDISE Vs at \ A 20 ISSUE MAXIE. 
= Seas REDESIGNED! 
ea I 
Hey, check out wizardworld.com 


retail online @ www.samurai-anime.com 3 PAGES W/ COLOR 
J PIN-UP. 
SEND $2.50 PER with our funky new layout and design. 
New functions! New features! New pretty 
Try TOP SHELF COMICS, ph: (207) 947-4939 pictures! Log in and check us out at 


COPY TO: 
25 Cental St. Bangor, ME 04401 
Visit our extens 


WW VV TY: 


‘Control YOUR World!’ 
Online ordering for the serious Oo Be « 
collector at worldcomics.com <SZa { J 
3107 NE 62nd Ave,, Suite 13 ff ‘OPI COMIC COLLECTORS 4 
4 
4 
4 


TS COMIC BOOK SUPPLIES 
ATTENTION O BAGS, BOARDS, BOXES 
FREE $5 coupon & catalog 


CALL 781-986-2653 
rota BILL COLE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Why pay retail or P.O. Box 60, Dept. W117 
h, MA. 02368-0060 
beemylar@ewixmail.com or 
web: www.neponset.com/bcemylar 


Vancouver, WA 98661 
(360) 695-4689 


COLI SSS IST T TS TT OT ISS 


even wholesale prices? 
Amazing deals in our free monthly auction 


: p 7 Talogs Golden Age silver Age tothe 
Discount New Comics by Mail! felis woe co a their Als 


SUPER EASY DEADLINES! a large tock of ction figures and non-sports 
Order the same month comics come out—even after! ‘cards! All comics awarded to the highest, Check out the 


Seibert | Reseed ML CARTOOWIST SUPPLY DEPOT! 


www.ffast.com lots every soe. : www.kubertsworld.com 


CALL FOR FREE CATALOG or call 800-343-4792 (gig) 
for a free catalog! ‘Was! 


JAMES J. REEVES 


‘Must be 18 yrs, old or have parental permission 
References: Mellon Bank, Huntingdon PA 
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Featuring Card Art By: 


Tetesowm, NY 14702 


FIGHT CENSORSHIP IN COMICS 


Support the CBLDF's efforts to protect the First Amendment Rights of all comic book professionals. 
Send donations to: 
P.O. Box 693, Northampton, MA 01061 
or call (800) 992-2533 for a free copy of BUSTED!, the CBLDF newsletter 


anna 3% 
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‘e's the Pilgrim, the new, twisted anti-hero from the mind of Garth Ennis and the star of Black Bull’s new 
five-issue mini-series, Just a Pilgrim. But how much do you know about comics’ holiest bad boy? 


N’S BEST FRIEND 
cor false: One ofthe Pilgrim's fist 


dogs that bounce around like they're 
3) AHOY, MATEY! Sacer 
Aside from having hooks for both 
hands, two peg legs and being 
blind in both eyes, what's so 
special about the villainous 
pirate Castenado? 


4. DAY AT THE BEACH 
ie aie takes dsc am 
ard, mutan-infested dust’ J 5 FAMOUS FACES 
bow! floor of what ocean? Just a Pilgrim artist Carlos Ezquerra is 
= probably best know for Poa 
What famous European hero? 
A) Death's Head 
B) Judge Dredd 
C) Dr. Who 
D) Benny Hill 
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rae ‘the Bible later. 
Pin’ ee gun is produced 


‘ “NY 
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GUESS THE NAME ‘AND ORIGIN OF THIS MONTH'S LOSER 


Dr. Martin Phillips, a prominent physicist, unknow- His physical body obliterated in an atomic explosion, 

vm ingly created with his subconscious mind a faceless » Prof. Andrew Ridgeway kept his essence alive by sheer 
creature of pure thought that fed on energy, a creature willpower, and gained incredible powers from the explosion 
known only as THE INVISIBLE DESTROYER! ‘to become the menace known as THE ATOMIC ASSASSIN! 


When intergalactic peace officer Jarno Than was Realizing that his mutant power to tum invisible made 

‘@ rendered permanently invisible by space criminals, him the perfect criminal, Cletus Maxwell turned to a 

he used his frightening appearance to continue fighting alien life of evil, Too late did he realize that his costume was all 

menaces as THE SPACE SPECTER! too visible, and a hail of police bullets put an end to the 
short-lived career of THE TRANSPARENT LEVELER! 


THIS MONTH'S LOSER 
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MORTOMETER 


LOOK FEIN AIn 


FAT IS AS FAT DOES 


{twill end in cross-dressing. 
The time-honored WizaRo Jelly Gauntlet has been thrown dawn, with 
eight loss and getting in shape being just one ofthe peripheral goals. 
“1 just want to see Associate Editor Justin Jones in a dress,” said Staff 
Writer and fellow jelly gladiator Mike Cot- 
ton, “In ike, you know, a strictly 
heterosexual way. Stop star- 
ing at me!” 

Wearing dresses? 
That's only part of the fun. 
Here's how it works: The four par- 
Yi (Justin, Mike, Managing Editor Mel 


TAKING A WIZ 


WIZARD'S X-MEN 
SPECTACULAR! 
May is “X-Men” month at Marvel, and this 
X-Men Spectacular Special Editionshowcases 
tons of X-related stuff, including a free pre- 
view comic, rejected character redesigns by 
be Alex Ross and a Q&A with New X-Men's Frank 
Quitely and Grant Morrison, and Uncanny X- 
Mer's Joe Casey and lan Churchill. 

On sale April 28 in comic shops 
On sale May 8 everywhere 


TOYFARE #47 
TovFaRe brings Tokyo to you. All the latest toys from 
Kubricks, Gundam, Transformers and Bandai are pre- 
miered, as well as many other cool happenings from 
Tokyo Toy Fair, In addition, this issue supplies a travel 
guide to places where every toy fan must go. 

On sale May 9 in comic shops 
On sale May 22 everywhere 


INQUEST GAMER #74 
‘The movie madness continues with this movie-themed 
issue featuring a “Tomb Raider” set visit and lots of info 
on upcoming films such as “Harry Potter,” “Lord of 
the Rings,” “Star Wars: Episode I,” and “Planet of the 
‘Apes.” Inquest also takes a look at the hot new Magic 
set Apocalypse, Leam all the strategies and check out 
the top ten cards of this set, 

On sale May 2 in comic shops 
On sale May 15 everywhere 


AILABLE 


EH, KIDS? 


Caylo & ELC. Pat McCallum) have from 
‘April 1st to July 1st to lose the highest 
percentage of body fat. Fourth place will 
have to wash all the other participants 
cars ina dress, third place has to play. 
D) crrand boy to the winner for a week, 
second place has to take everyone out 
to lunch and first place reaps all the 
rewards (and goes dawn several 
pants size in the process). 

So how are the combatants 
preparing forthe contest? “I cant Ise,” 
doughy Caylo had to say as the contest 
began. “If my dad sees me in a dress, 'm dead.” 

MeCallum and Jones were both undergoing Stacker 
Hl enemas (the world's strangest fat bumer! ™ & 
©), and were unavailable for comment. 


NAN WEAR 4118 


SUMMER HEATS UP 
This summer comic season shouldbe siz, thanks to hot new comics and exit- 
ing revamps of some old favorites, including: a new Punisher ongoing series, 
HMM Humberto Ramas' Qut There, Phil Jimenez's Wonder Woman, Joss Whedon's 
| WONQER IFC) Fray, and an X-Men revamp just to name a few. 
EVERYONE KNOWS) b 
Roseucrrcn peeylevae 
a Get your first-ever look at CrossGen's latest book Sajaurn by scribe Ron Marz 
AND. PRICED TO OWN and artist Greg Land in this awesome, five-page, won't-see-it-anywhere-else 
comie preview! 


NO FLASH IN THE PAN 

Scribe Geoff Jotns not any writes two ofthe hottest books every month with DC's 
ISA and The Fash, he's got hs finger on the Holywood pulse—He's the right-hand 
man of director Richard Donner ("Superman,” “Lethal Weapon”) and a talented 
producer in his own right, witha film adaptation of Michael Crichton's Timeline 
in the works 
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CINEMATIC EXPLOSION 


“X-Men” raised the bar for comic book movies, putting memories of such dreck lke 
“Punisher” and “Captain America” to rest. Coming soon to theaters near you are @ 
host of comic-related movies, such as “Jay and Silent Bab Strike Back,” “Spider-Man,” 
“Tomb Raider” (above) and a horde of others. Get the 4-1-1 on all your fayoite upcom- 
ing comic-based movies here! 
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CrossGen 


WAID: You mean like drink-the-Koo]-Aid kind of cult? [Jaughs] 


Yeah, but he’s always had that. 


There's the free beer in the fridge. I stay away from that while I 
work. I have been tempted though. 


I'd put myself on “Temptation 
Island.” 1d rock those women’s world! 


On the CBLDF cruise I got thrown out of the casino 
because of an altercation with a manager, 
I didn't really do anything wrong. | just... 


TEMPTATION ISLAND 


Did I do anything wrong? Did I call him any names? 


Well, he deserved it. He was an ass! 


hot chicks at 
conventions DENIRO FROM ‘CASINO’ 
Who doesn’t? 


No, not really but I did get invited to a store signing 
once and there was no store. 


It wasn't quite that bad but two guys invited me to a signing but 
then told me they just wanted out hang out with their favorite 
writer. It was pretty scary. I locked myself in my hotel. 


Just imagine living through it-[Laughs] : 
HIMIKE COTTON . 
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